
HOUSE No. 1843
House Bill, No. 1817, as amended and passed by the House and

Senate to be engrossed.
Ordered printed on motion of Mr. Allen of Norwood, June 11,

1919.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To authorize the Cities of Taunton and Attleboro and the

Towns of Norton and Mansfield to acquire and operate
the Norton, Taunton and Attleboro Street Railway.

1 Section 1. The cities of Taunton and Attleboro, and
2 the towns of Norton and Mansfield, may, jointly or
3 severally, subscribe for, purchase and hold shares of the
4 capital stock, bonds and notes of the Norton, Taunton
5 and Attleboro Street Railway Company or of its suc-
-6 cessors or assigns, hereinafter designated as the company,
7 to such maximum amounts as shall be authorized by the
8 public service commission, hereinafter called the com-
-9 mission; provided, however, that said cities and towns,
10 jointly or severally, shall not subscribe for, purchase or
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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11 hold shares of the capital stock, bonds or notes of the
12 company unless such subscription or purchase shall, in

13 the aggregate, amount to seventy-five per cent of such
14 shares, bonds or notes now outstanding. If additional
15 stock is voted by the board of directors, the same shall
16 not be issued until the said cities and towns, jointly or
17 severally, shall subscribe for or purchase, in the aggre-
-18 gate, not less than seventy-five per cent of such issue.
19 The mayor of said cities and the chairmen of the select-
-20 men of said towns shall have power to vote the shares'
21 of stock in the company held by their respective munic-
-22 ipalities.

1 Section 2. The said cities and towns, jointly or
2 severally, may purchase or take by right of eminent
3 domain the franchise, rights and properties held or used
4 by the company; and the said cities and towns, jointly
5 or severally, shall, upon acquiring such property, be
6 vested with all the powers and privileges and shall be
7 subject to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions set
8 forth in all general laws now or hereafter in force relat-
-9 ing to street railway companies: provided, as to each of

10 said towns, that such subscription, purchase or taking is
11 approved by vote of two thirds of the voters thereof
12 present and voting thereon at any legal town meeting
13 called for the purpose within five years after the passage
14 of this act, and, as to each of said cities, .that such sub-
-15 scription, purchase or taking is approved by the governing
16 board thereof empowered to appropriate money, within
17 said five years. In case the parties in interest are unable
18 to agree as to the compensation to be paid for any prop-
-19 erty or interest taken by right of eminent domain, here-
“o under, the same shall be determined in the manner
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21 provided by law in respect to takings for highway pur-
-22 poses.

1 Section 3. Each of said cities and towns, for the
2 purposes aforesaid, may incur indebtedness outside the
3 statutory limit, and may issue, from time to time, bonds
4 or notes to an amount not exceeding the amount of the
5 said subscription or the cost of the purchase or taking
6 by the city or town. Such bonds or notes shall bear on
7 their face the name of the city or town followed by the
8 words: Street Railway Loan, Act of 1919, shall be
9 payable at the expiration of periods not exceeding twenty

10 years from the dates of issue, shall bear interest at such
11 rates as may be fixed by the officers authorized to issue
12 the bonds or notes, and shall be signed in accordance
13 with section eight of chapter seven hundred and nineteen
14 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen. The said
15 cities and towns may sell the said securities at public or
16 private sale or pledge the same for money borrowed for
17 the purposes of this act, upon such terms and conditions
18 as they may respectively deem proper, but not for less
19 than their par value, and the proceeds, except premiums,
20 shall be used only for the purposes herein specified.

1 Section 4. Each of said cities and towns shall, at
2 the time of authorizing the said loan, provide for the
3 payment thereof in accordance with the provisions of
4 section fourteen of said chapter seven hundred and
5 nineteen, so that each loan will be extinguished within
6 the time prescribed by this act, and when a vote to that
7 effect has been passed, a sum which, with the income
8 derived from the said railway or railway securities, and
9 from assessments collected under the provisions of
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10 section nine, will be sufficient to pay the interest as it
11 accrues on said bonds or notes, and to make such pay-
-12 ments on the principal as may be required under the
13 provisions of this act, shall, without further vote, be
14 assessed and collected by the said cities and towns
15 annually thereafter in the same manner as other taxes,
16 until the debt incurred by the loan is extinguished.

1 Section 5. Each of said cities or towns may, upon
2 such terms and subject to such restrictions as may,
3 from time to time, be prescribed by the commission as
4 consistent with the public interest, contribute to the cost
5 of operation and fixed charges of the company’s line
6 within such city or town, to an amount not exceeding in
7 any one year one dollar per one thousand dollars of the
8 preceding year’s assessed valuation in such town, and not
9 exceeding fifty cents per one thousand dollars of the

10 preceding year’s valuation in such city.

1 Section 6. In case two or more of the said cities and
2 towns jointly purchase or take the said street railway or
3 those parts thereof situated in such cities or towns, the
4 mayors of the cities and the chairmen of the selectmen
5 of the towns, so purchasing or taking, shall constitute a
6 joint board to manage the said railway, or the parts
7 thereof so purchased or taken, and the said board may
8 appoint a superintendent who shall have charge of the
9 maintenance, repair and operation of the said railway or

10 parts thereof, subject to the rules, regulations and orders
11 of the said board.

1 Section 7. In case any one of the said cities or towns
~ purchases or takes and operates that part of the said
3 raihvay which is situated in such city or town, the
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4 mayor, if it be a city, with the approval of the municipal
5 council, and the selectmen, if it be a town, may appoint
6 a superintendent who shall have charge of the main-
-7 tenance, repair and operation of the said part of the
8 said railway, subject to such rules, regulations and orders
9 as may be made or imposed by the municipal council,

10 with the approval of the mayor, or by the selectmen,
11 with the approval of the voters of the town given at
12 a town meeting duly called for the purpose.

1 Section 8. In case the said cities and towns purchase
2 the stock of the company, or a part thereof, in accord-
-3 ance with the provisions of section one, then the di-
-4 rectors of the company, and in case the said cities and
5 towns, or any of them, acquire and operate the said
6 railway, or any part thereof, as above provided, then the
7 joint board provided for by section six, or the mayor or
8 selectmen, as provided in section seven, shall, from time
9 to time, fix just and equitable rates and shall file with

10 the commission, and shall plainly print and keep open to
11 public inspection, schedules showing all rates, joint rates,
12 fares, classification and charges for any service of any
13 kind rendered or to be rendered by it, and all conditions
14 and limitations, rules and regulations, forms and con-

-15 tracts in any manner affecting the same, in such places,
16 within such times, and in such forms, and with such
17 detail as the commission may order. Fifty legal voters
18 of a city or town in which the said street railway is
19 situated, may apply to the commission, who, after due
20 notice, shall hear the parties interested, and thereafter
21 may revise and regulate the rates and fares established
22 as aforesaid, so far as the same shall be shown to be
23 unjust, unreasonable, or more than sufficient to yield
24 reasonable compensation for the service rendered. The
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25 findings of the commission shall be final and conclusn e

26 for one year, subject, however, to the right of either
27 party to appeal, as provided in section twenty-seven of
28 chapter seven hundred and eighty-four of the acts of
29 nineteen hundred and thirteen.

1 Section 9. In case the said cities and towns, or
2 any of them, jointly or severally, shall purchase or
3 take and operate the said street railway, or any part
4 thereof, a portion of the purchase price, not exceeding
5 fifty per cent, paid by any such city or town, may be
6 assessed upon the owners of estates in such city or town
7 specially benefited thereby and not more than one mile
8 distant from the line so acquired. Said assessment may
9 be proportioned to the frontage of, area of the estates

10 assessed, or to their average assessed valuation for the
11 years nineteen hundred and sixteen, nineteen hundred and
12 seventeen, and nineteen hundred and eighteen, or the
13 assessment may be determined in the same manner as
14 assessments for street improvements. But in no case
15 shall the amount of the assessment upon any particular
16 estate exceed the benefit to that estate arising hereunder.

1 Section 10. In case an assessment is to be made as
2 aforesaid, then, within one year after the said street rail-
-3 way, or any part thereof, has been purchased or taken as
4 herein provided, the municipal council, in the case of a

the case of a town, shall file a
office of the collector of taxes
towns, designating the estates
the names of their supposed

and the amount of assessment
and the collector of taxes shall

5 city, and the selectmen, in
6 certificate and plan in the
7 of the respective cities and
8 assessed and setting forth
9 owners, the area assessed,

10 to be paid by each owner;
11 forthwith make a demand in writing for the payment of
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12 such assessments, and every such owner shall within
13 three months after the demand is served on him or on the
14 occupant of his estate, or sent by mail to the last address
15 of the owner known to the collector, pay to the collector
16 the sum so assessed or charged, with interest at the rate
17 of six per cent per annum, which shall begin to run
18 thirty days after the date of the notice: •provided, that the
19 board of assessors shall, on the written request of any
20 such owner, made within the said three months, appor-
-21 tion such assessment or charge into such number of equal
22 parts, not exceeding ten, as the owner shall designate in
23 his request; and they shall certify the apportionment to
24 the collector. Interest from the date of the apportion-
-25 ment at the rate of six per cent per annum shall be
26 added to each of said assessments or charges until they
27 are paid, and one of said parts, with interest on all
28 unpaid parts, shall thereafter be added by the assessors
29 to the annual tax on the said estates for each year next
30 ensuing, until all of said parts have so been added, unless
31 sooner paid as hereinafter provided; and provided, further,
32 that nothing herein contained shall be construed to pre-
33 vent the payment, at any time, in one payment of two
34 or more parts of any balance of any assessment then
35 remaining unpaid, notwithstanding the- prior apportion-
-36 ment, but interest on the balance at the rate of six

37 per cent per annum shall be paid to the date of such
38 payment; and thereupon the collector shall receive the
39 same and shall certify the payment or payments to the
40 assessors, who shall preserve a record thereof.

1 Section 11. An assessment made hereunder shall con-
-2 stitute a lien upon the estate, which shall continue for
3 three years after said certificate is filed and demand is
4 made as above provided, or, in case of apportionment,
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5 until the expiration of two years after the date when the
6 last instalment is committed to the collector; and said
7 assessment, together with interest at the rate of six per
8 cent per annum, may, with incidental costs and expenses,
9 be levied by sale of the estate or so much thereof as will
10 be sufficient to discharge the assessment and interest and
11 intervening charges. If the assessment is not paid
12 within three months after the service of said notice, or, if
13 apportioned, within three months after any part has
14 become due, such sale and the proceedings connected
15 therewith shall be conducted in the same manner in
16 wr hich sales for the non-payment of taxes are conducted;
17 and the estate so sold may be redeemed in the same
18 manner as if it had been sold for non-payment of taxes.
19 The assessments or parts thereof may also be collected
20 by an action of contract, in the name of the city or town
21 against the owner of the estate, brought at any time
22 within three years after the same has become due.

1 Section 12. Any person aggrieved by an assessment
2 may, at any time within three months after the service of
3 the demand mentioned in section ten of this act, apply
4 to the superior court of the county for a jury to review
5 the same; but before making such application he shall
6 give to the municipal council, or the selectmen, fourteen
7 days’ notice in wuiting of his intention so to do, and he
8 shall particularly specify his objections to the assess-
-9 ment, to which specification he shall be confined before

10 the jury.

1 Section 13. This act ihall take effect upon its
2 passage.


