
HOUSE No. 1851

House of Representatives, June 12, 1919.

The committee on Education, to whom Avas'referred the
report of the special commission (tAvo members of the
Senate, four members of the House of RepresentatiA’es and
three persons appointed by the Go\’ernor) AA’hich was directed
(under chapter 88 of the resoNes of 1918) to study the state
and local educational systems of Massachusetts with refer-
ence to the relationships of the state and the cities and towns
in the support and control of education (Senate, No. 330),
report (in part) the accompanying bill (new draft of
Senate, No. 353).

For the committee

JOHN C. HULL.

€hc Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
To make Certain Corrections and Additions in Laws re-

lating to the Public Schools.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-two of the Revised Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section four and
3 substituting the following: Section Two or more
4 towns may vote to form a union high school district,
5 subject to the approval of the board of education, for
6 the purpose of establishing and maintaining a high
7 school.

1 Section 2. Section eight of chapter forty-two is
2 hereby amended by striking out in the seventh and
3 eighth lines the words “governed by the provisions of
4 the three preceding sections”, and substituting the
5 words: determined by the school committees of the
6 towns involved, so as to read as follows: Section S.
7 Two or more towns may severally vote to establish
8 union schools for the accommodation of such contiguous
9 portions of each as shall be mutually agreed upon, The

10 management and control of such schools, the location

Ctje Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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11 of the same or of the school houses therefor, and the
12 apportionment of the expenses of erecting such school
13 houses and of the support and maintenance of said
14 schools, with all expenditures incident to the same,
15 shall be determined by the school committees of the
16 towns involved.

1 Section 3. Section nine of chapter forty-two of the
2 Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “training”, in the second line, the words: and
4 household arts, —so as to read as follows: —Section 9.
5 Every city and town containing twenty thousand in-
-6 habitants or more shall maintain the teaching of manual
7 training and household arts as part of both its elementary
8 and its high school systems.

1 Section 4. Said chapter forty-two is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twelve and substituting
3 the following: Section 12. Every city or town shall
4 maintain annually an evening high school for at least
5 forty evenings, in which shall be taught such subjects as
6 the school committee thereof considers expedient: fro-
-7 vided, that fifty or more residents fourteen years of age
8 or over, who are competent in the opinion of the school
9 committee to pursue high school studies, shall petition

10 therefor in writing, and certify that they desire to attend
11 such a school. In case the membership of any class
12 therein drops below ten, the same may be discontinued
13 if the school committee so votes.

1 Section 5. Chapter two hundred and fifty-one of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and six is hereby amended by
3 striking out section one and substituting the following: —•

4 Section 1. The school committee may supervise and con-
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5 trol all athletic and other organizations composed of
6 pupils of the public schools and bearing the name of the
7 school, or organized in connection with the school.

1 Section 6. Chapter four hundred and eighty-three
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and three is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “school”, in line
4 three, the words: or board in place thereof, so as
5 to read as follows: Section 1. The board of education
6 is hereby authorized to furnish or provide transportation
7 to and from school, or board in place thereof, for such
8 children of school age as may be living upon islands
9 within the commonwealth which are not provided with
10 schools, in cases where the city or town within the limits
11 of which such islands are situated is not required by
12 law to provide such transportation.

1 Section 7. Section one of chapter seven hundred
2 and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 eleven, as amended by chapter three hundred and sixty-
-4 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence
6 so as to read as follows: Section 1. Any graduate of
7 any high school or normal school in this commonwealth,
8 or of any other school considered by the board of educa-
9 tion to be of equal grade, or the graduate of any rep-

-10 utable college, provided that such graduate is a person
11 of good character, may file an application with the
12 board of education for a position as school teacher upon
13 the payment of a fee of two dollars. The application
14 shall set forth the name, address, and, briefly, the ex-

-15 perience and qualifications of the applicant. It shall be
16 the duty of the board of education to communicate with
17 the school committees in the cities and towns of the



1919.] HOUSE — No. 1851. 5

18 commonwealth, and with persons who have made appli-
-19 cation for a position as school teacher in accordance with
20 the provisions of this section, and to procure positions
21 for them so far as may be possible, free of expense to
22 the applicant beyond the aforesaid fee, and without ex-
-23 pense to the various school committees.

1 Section 8. Said chapter forty-two, as amended by
2 chapter two hundred and one of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and ten, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out section thirty-four and substituting therefor the
5 following: Section 34- The exercises in the public
6 schools may include calisthenics, gymnastics and military
7 drill; but no person shall be required to take part in any
8 military exercise if his parent or guardian is of any relig-
-9 ious denomination conscientiously opposed to bearing

10 arms; or if said parent or guardian is himself con-
-11 scientiously scrupulous of bearing arms, and so notifies
12 the school committee in writing; or if a physician of
13 good standing shall certify in writing that in his opinion
14 such exercises would be injurious to the pupil’s health.

1 Section 9. Said chapter forty-two is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-six and substitut-
-3 ing the following: Section 36. Pupils in the public
4 schools may, if the committee so votes, purchase from
5 the city or town, under such regulations as the committee
6 may prescribe, any textbooks which are to be, or have
7 been, used by them in the public schools.

1 Section 10. Section forty-nine of chapter forty-two
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the first sentence the following: In case the child lives
4 more than a mile and one half from the school which he
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5 is entitled to attend, and the school committee declines
6 to furnish transportation, the parent or guardian of said
7 child may appeal to the board of education, who, upon
8 reviewing the case, may require the town to furnish such
9 transportation for a part or all of the distance from the

10 home of the child to the school, so as to read as follows:
11 •—Section 49. Every town shall provide and maintain
12 a sufficient number of school houses, properly furnished
13 and conveniently located for the accommodation of all
14 children therein who are entitled to attend the public
15 schools. In case the child lives more than a mile and
16 one half from the school which he is entitled to attend
17 and the school committee declines to furnish transporta^
18 tion, the parent or guardian of said child may appeal to
19 the board of education, who, upon reviewing the case,
20 may require the town to furnish such transportation for
21 a part or all of the distance from the home of the child
22 to the school. A town which for one year refuses or
23 neglects to comply with the requirements of this section
24 shall forfeit not less than five hundred nor more than one
25 thousand dollars, to be paid and applied as provided in
26 sections twenty-three and twenty-four. The school com-
27 mittee, unless the town otherwise directs, shall have
28 general charge and superintendence of the school houses
29 therein, shall keep them in good order, and shall procure
10 a suitable place for the schools, if there is no school

31 house, and provide fuel and all other things necessary
32 for the comfort of the pupils therein, at the expense of

the town.

1 Section 11. The school committee of . any city or
2 town may cause to be prepared and sell lunches at one

or more school buildings for the pupils and teachers of
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4 the public schools at such prices as it may deem reason
5 able.

1 Section 12. Said chapter forty-two is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section fifty-three the follow-
-3 ing new section; Section 54- The superintendent of
4 schools may, unless the school committee votes otherwise,
5 direct the closing of schools under his supervision, in
6 order that teachers may attend a meeting of a county

7 association of teachers or an institute held under the
8 direction of the board of education.

1 Section 13. Section fifty-seven of chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fourteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section fifteen of chapter seven hun-
-4 dred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and thirteen, is hereby amended by striking out in lines
6 thirteen to seventeen, inclusive, the words “provided,
7 however, that children who are over fourteen but under
8 sixteen years of age shall be permitted to work in mer-
-9 cantile establishments on Saturdays between the hours

10 of seven in the morning and six in the evening, without
11 such certificate.”

1 Section 14. Section sixty of said chapter five hundred
2 and fourteen as amended by section four of chapter two
3 hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and ten, and by section eighteen of chapter seven hundred
5 and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 thirteen, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
7 word “it”, in the twenty-first line, the wr ords: A
8 limited certificate authorizing employment only upon
9 days when school is not in session, but subject to all the
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10 other restrictions imposed by this act, may be issued to
11 a minor over fourteen who lacks the educational quali-
-12 fication for a full employment certificate; provided, he
13 or she is otherwise qualified.

1 Section 15. Paragraph six of section one of chapter
2 four hundred and seventy-one of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and eleven is hereby amended by striking out
4 the words “agricultural or household arts”, in lines one
5 and two, so that the paragraph shall read as follows:
6 6. “Evening class” in an industrial school shall mean
7 a class giving such training as can be taken by persons
8 already employed during the working day, and which, in
9 order to be called vocational, must in its instruction deal

10 with the subject-matter of the day employment, and be
11 so carried on as to relate to the day employment.

1 Section 16. Paragraph seven of section one of said
2 chapter four hundred and seventy-one is hereby amended
3 by striking out the words “or continuation”, in the first
4 line, so that the paragraph shall read as follows:
5 7. “Part-time class” in an industrial, agricultural or

6 household arts school shall mean a vocational class for
7 persons giving a part of their working time to profitable
8 employment, and receiving in the part-time school, in-
-9 struction complementary to the practical work carried on

10 in such employment. To give “a part of their working

11 time” such persons must give a part of each day, week
12 or longer period to such part-time class during the period
13 in which it is in session.

1 Section 17. Said chapter four hundred and seventy-
-2 one as amended by section five of chapter two hundred
3 and fifteen of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
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4 seventeen, and as affected by section two of chapter two
5 hundred and six of the General Acts of nineteen hundred
6 and eighteen, is hereby amended by striking out section
7 three and substituting the following: Section 3. In
8 order that instruction in the principles and the practice
9 of the arts may go on together, independent industrial,

10 agricultural and household arts schools may offer in-
-11 struction in day, part-time and evening classes. Attend-
-12 ance upon such day or part-time classes shall be restricted
13 to those over fourteen years of age; and upon such
14 evening classes, to those over sixteen years of age.

1 Section 18. Section ten of said chapter four hundred
2 and seventy-one is hereby amended by striking out the
3 word “December”, in the fourth and again in the
4 eleventh lines, and substituting in each case the word:
5 September, —so as to read as follows: Section 10.
6 On or before the first Wednesday of January of each
7 year the board of education shall present to the general
8 court a statement of the amount expended previous to

9 the preceding first day of September by cities and towns

10 in the maintenance of approved local or district inde-
ll pendent vocational schools, or in payment of claims for
12 tuition in such schools, for which such cities and towns
13 should receive reimbursement, as provided in this act.
14 On the basis of such a statement the general court may
15 make an appropriation for the reimbursement of such
16 cities and towns up to such first day of September.

1 Section 19. Chapter eight hundred and thirty-two
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “board”, in the ninth
4 line of paragraph (2) of section three, and substituting
5 the words: association before attaining the aee of
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6 seventy, ■— so that said paragraph shall read as follows;
7 (2) All teachers, except those specified in paragraph (3)
8 of this section, who shall have entered the service of the
9 public schools before June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
10 fourteen, may at any time between July first, nineteen
11 hundred and fourteen, and September thirtieth, nine-
-12 teen hundred and fourteen, upon application in writing
13 to the commissioner of education, become members of
14 the retirement association. Any teacher failing to do
15 so may thereafter become a member of the retirement
16 association before attaining the age of seventy by paying
17 an amount equal to the total assessments, together with
18 regular interest thereon, that he would have paid if he
19 had joined the retirement association on September
20 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fourteen.

1 Section 20. Said chapter eight hundred and thirty-
-2 two, as amended by section three of chapter one hundred
3 and ninety-eight of the General Acts of nineteen hundred
4 and fifteen, and by sections one and two of chapter sixty,
5 and by chapter two hundred and thirty-eight of the
6 General Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen is hereby
7 further amended by striking out section seven and sub-
8 stituting the following: Section 7. (1) Any member
9 of the retirement association withdrawing from service

10 in the public schools, except for the purpose of entering

11 the service of the commonwealth, before becoming eli-
-12 gible to retirement shall be entitled to receive from the
13 annuity fund all amounts contributed as assessments,
14 together with regular interest thereon in one sum, or,

15 if the retirement board shall so elect, the refund shall be
16 made in four quarterly payments. If a member who is

17 receiving his contributions with interest in quarterly
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18 installments, as provided by this paragraph, shall die
19 before receiving the total amount to which he is entitled,
20 the balance shall be paid to his estate.
21 (2) If such withdrawal shall take place after ten annual
22 assessments have been paid, the member may, if he shall so
23 elect, instead of receiving a refund as provided in paragraph
24 (1) of this section, receive an Annuity for life as determined
25 by the retirement board, to which the sum of his assessments
26 under section five, paragraph (2), with regular interest
27 thereon, shall entitle him, with the provision that if he
28 dies before receiving payments equal to the amount used
29 to purchase the annuity the difference shall be paid to his
30 estate.
31 (3) Any member of the retirement association who
32 shall have withdrawn from service in the public schools
33 shall, on being re-employed in the public schools, be
34 reinstated in the retirement association in accordance
35 with such plans for reinstatement as the retirement board
36 shall adopt.
37 (4) If a member of the retirement association who is
38 not receiving payments in accordance with the provisions
39 of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this section, shall die before
40 retirement, the full amount of his contributions to the
41 annuity fund with regular interest thereon shall be paid
42 to his estate.
43 (5) All amounts due the estate of a deceased member
44 from the annuity and pension funds of the association
45 shall be paid to his legal representatives: provided, that
46 if the amount due the estate does not exceed three hun-
-47 dred dollars and if there has been no demand upon the
48 retirement board by a duly appointed executor or ad-
-49 ministrator, the payment may be made, after the ex-
-50 piration of three months from date of death, to such
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51 person or persons as appear in the judgment of the re-
-52 tirement board to be entitled to the proceeds of the
53 estate and such payment shall be a bar to recovery by
54 any other person.

1 Section 21. Section thirteen of said chapter eight
2 hundred and thirty-two is hereby further amended by
3 inserting after the word “shall ’, in the fourteenth line
4 of paragraph (1) the words, —be granted unless the
5 retirement shall have been approved by the teachers’
6 retirement board, and the amount of said reimbursement
7 shall not, —so that the said paragraph will read as
8 follows:
9 (1) Whenever, after the first day of July, nineteen

10 hundred and fourteen, a city or town retires a teacher
11 who is not eligible to a pension under the provisions of
12 section six, paragraph (4) of this act, and pays to such
13 teacher a pension in accordance with chapter four hun-
-14 dred and ninety-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
15 and eight, or chapter five hundred and eighty-nine of
16 the acts of nineteen hundred and eight, as amended by
17 chapter six hundred and seventeen of the acts of nine-
-18 teen hundred and ten, and the school committee of said
19 town or city certifies under oath to the retirement board
20 to the amount of said pension, said city or town shall
21 be reimbursed therefor annually by the commonwealth;
22 provided, that no such reimbursement shall be granted
23 unless the retirement shall have been approved by the
24 teachers' retirement board, and the amount of reimburse-
-25 ment shall not be in excess of the amount as determined
26 by the retirement board, to which said teacher would
27 have been entitled as a pension had he become a mem-
-28 ber of the retirement association under the provisions
29 of section three, paragraph (2) of this act.
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1 Section 22. Chapter five hundred and seventy-five
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 23. Section nineteen of this act shall take
2 effect October first, nineteen hundred and twenty, and
3 the remaining sections hereof shall take effect October
4 first, nineteen hundred and nineteen.




