
HOUSE No. 1858
Bill accompanying the petition of the chiefs of police of the cities

of Cambridge and Somerville that the possession by aliens of danger-
ous weapons, ammunition, bombs and explosives be prohibited. Joint
Judiciary. June 19.

AN ACT
To prohibit the Possession of Dangerous Weapons, Ammuni-

tion, Bombs and Explosives by Aliens.

1 Whereas, There is now in this commonwealth a con-
-2 siderable number of persons, mainly non-residents, who
3 are striving to promote anarchy in the community and
4 who are inciting others to acts of violence with a view to
5 the overthrow of all government; and
6 Whereas, Legislation is necessary to provide for the
7 prompt repression of these attempts; therefore the fol-
-8 lowing act is hereby declared to be an emergency meas-
-9 ure, necessary for the immediate preservation of the

10 public safety.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfce Commontocaltfc of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any unnaturalized
2 foreign-born resident within this commonwealth to own
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3 or have in his possession or under his control any danger-
-4 ous weapons, ammunition, bombs or explosives whatso-
-5 ever. 'Whoever violates any provision of this section
G shall be punished by a fine of not more than three hun-
-7 dred dollars, or by imprisonment for a term of not more
S than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment,
9 and any dangerous weapon, ammunition, bomb or ex-

-10 plosive owned by him or found in his possession or under
11 his control shall be forfeited to the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of this act, any un-
-2 naturalized foreign-born person who shall be within the
3 boundaries of this commonwealth shall be held to be a
4 resident.

1 Section 3. Notice of the seizure of any dangerous
2 weapon, ammunition, bomb or explosive owned by or
3 found in the possession or under the control of any per-
-4 son violating any provision of this act shall be sent to
5 the board of commissioners on fisheries and game by the
6 officer making the seizure immediately after the guilt of
7 such person shall be established by a final adjudication
8 in any prosecution brought against him for such viola-
9 tion, and the dangerous weapon, ammunition, bomb or

10 explosive so seized shall be destroyed or sold at the
11 discretion of the board of commissioners on fisheries and
12 game who shall pay the proceeds into the treasury of the
13 commonwealth.

1 Section 4. The commissioners and their deputies,
2 game wardens, members of the district police, and all
3 other officers qualified to serve criminal process shall
4 have the right, and it is hereby made their duty, to
5 arrest, without warrant, any person found with a dan-



1919.] HOUSE —No. 1858. 3

6 gerous weapon, ammunition, bomb or explosive in his
7 possession if they have reason to believe that such person
8 is an unnaturalized, foreign-born person. The arrest may
9 be made upon Sunday, in which case the person so ar-

10 rested may be committed for safe keeping to a jail or
11 lock-up for that day; but he shall be taken before the
12 proper magistrate and proceeded against on the Monday
13 following the arrest; and any such officer shall have the
14 right, if he has reason to believe that a dangerous
15 weapon, ammunition, bomb or explosive is being con-
-16 cealed by an unnaturalized foreign-born resident, to
17 apply to any court having jurisdiction of the offence, and
IS the court, upon receipt of proof, made by affidavit, of
19 the probable cause for believing that there is such con-
-20 cealment by such person shall issue a search warrant
21 and cause a search to be made in any place where such
22 dangerous weapon, ammunition, bomb or explosive may
23 be concealed; and to that end the said officer shall have
24 power, after demand and refusal, to cause any building,
25 room, inclosure, or car to be broken open and entered,
26 and any closet, chest, locker, box, trunk, crate, basket,
27 box, package or other receptacle, to be opened and its
28 contents examined by said officer.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




