
HOUSE No. 1881
House Bill No. 1864 as amended and passed by the House to be

engrossed.

AN ACT
To establish a Special Commission on the Necessaries of

Life.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established a special
2 commission to be known as the “Commission on the
3 Necessaries of Life”, to consist of three members to be
4 appointed by the governor with the advice and consent
5 of the council. The governor shall designate one member
6 of the commission to serve as chairman. It shall be the
7 duty of said commission to study and investigate the
8 conditions affecting the prices of the commodities
9 which are necessaries of life, including food, fuel, ice,

10 clothing, building materials and such other commodi-
-11 ties as the commission may see fit to investigate.
12 The commission may inquire into all matters relating to
13 the production, transportation, distribution and sale of
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14 the said commodities, and into all facts and circum-
-15 stances relating to the cost of production, wholesale and
16 retail prices and the methods pursued in the conduct of
17 the business of any persons, firms or corporations engaged
18 in the production, transportation, or sale of the said corn-
-19 modities, or of any business which relates to or affects
20 the same.

1 Section 2. The commission shall have authority to
2 give hearings, to administer oaths, to require the attend-
-3 ance of witnesses and the production of books and
4 documents, and to employ counsel. The commission
5 may employ such agents, inspectors, investigators and
6 clerical and other assistance as may be necessary and as
7 may be approved by the governor and council, and for
8 the compensation of employees and for other necessary
9 expenses may expend such sums as shall be approved by

10 the governor and council and as shall be appropriated
11 therefor by the general court. The members of the
12 commission shall receive such compensation for their
13 services as may be fixed by the governor and council.
14 The commission shall report its findings to the next
15 general court on or before the first day in February.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Representatives, June 26, 1919.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.


