
HOUSE No. 1948
Bill accompanying the petition of Albert P. Langtry relative to the

engrossment of certain measures submitted to the people, to election
warrants and copies furnished to election officers.

AN ACT
Relative to the Engrossment of Certain Measures submitted

to the People, to Election Warrants and Copies furnished
to Election Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter three of the
2 Revised Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
3 one hundred and seventy of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twelve, is hereby further amended by inserting after
5 the word “engrossed”, in the second line, the words:
6 by the general court, and bills for which initiative peti-
-7 tions are completed under Part V of the forty-eighth
8 amendment to the constitution of the commonwealth
9 which relates to the initiative, • so as to read as follows:

10 Section 19. Bills and resolves which have been passed
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11 to be engrossed by the general court, and bills for which
12 initiative petitions are completed under Part V of the
13 forty-eighth amendment to the constitution of the com-
-14 monwealth which relates to the initiative, shall, under
15 the direction of the secretary of the commonwealth, be
16 fairly engrossed on parchment or parchment paper in a
17 plain and legible handwriting, or written by a typewriting
18 machine, without interlineation, and with a margin of
19 not less than one inch on each side. Each sheet on which
20 bills are engrossed or typewritten shall be eighteen inches
21 long and thirteen inches wide, and each sheet on which
22 resolves are engrossed or typewritten shall be fifteen
23 inches long and ten inches wide. The secretary shall
24 cause the acts and resolves of each session to be neatly
25 and strongly bound in separate volumes of convenient
26 size and lettered on the back with a designation of the
27 contents and the legislative year. If such original
28 engrossed acts or resolves are becoming illegible, the
29 secretary shall cause parchment or parchment paper
30 copies thereof, similar to the originals, to be engrossed,
31 and shall attest them. Such attested copies shall have
32 the same force and effect as the originals.

1 Section 2. Section two hundred and seventy-nine of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of
3 nineteen hundred and thirteen, as amended by chapter
4 three hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and fourteen, is hereby further amended by
6 striking out the said section and substituting the follow-
-7 ing: —Section 279. Notices or warrants for meetings
8 for state and city elections and for the election of town
9 officers in towns where official ballots are used shall

10 specify by name all the offices to be voted for, and state
11 as it will appear upon the ballot any question submitted
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12 to the voters. They shall specify the time when the
13 polls will be opened, and in cities and in towns when
14 voting by precincts, when the polls will be closed, and in
15 towns, when not voting by precincts, when they may be
16 closed.
1 / In cities, the polls may be opened as early as six
18 o’clock in the forenoon and shall be opened as early as
19 ten o’clock in the forenoon and shall be kept open at
20 least six hours, but in no case after the hour of eight
21 o’clock in the evening.

22 In towns, at the election of state and town officers,
23 the polls may be opened as early as fifteen minutes
24 before six o’clock in the forenoon and shall be opened as
25 early as twelve o’clock, noon, and shall be kept open at
26 least four hours, and until the time specified in the
27 warrant when they may or will be closed; and in towns
28 not voting by precincts they may be kept open for such
29 longer time as the meeting shall direct. In no town
30 shall the polls be kept open after the hour of eight
31 o’clock in the evening. At annual town meetings they
32 shall be kept open at least one hour for the reception of
33 votes upon the question of licensing the sale of intoxicat-
-34 ing liquors. After an announcement has been made by
35 the presiding officer of a time so fixed for closing the
36 polls they shall not be closed at an earlier hour.
37 A town may by by-law designate the hour at which
38 the annual town meeting shall be called, and, subject
39 to the provisions of this section, may designate the hours
40 during which the polls shall remain open; and, further,
41 may provide that all business, except the election of such
42 officers and the determination of such matters as by
43 law are required to be elected or determined by ballot,
44 shall be considered after a certain hour, or by adjourn-
-45 ment to another day.
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hundred and sixty-five of said
thirty-five is hereby amended
‘constitution”, in the fifteenth
or proposed law, and by

1 Section 3. Section two
2 chapter eight hundred and
3 by inserting after the word
4 line, the words: —, law
5 adding at the end thereof the following:—“Law Sub-
6 mitted upon Referendum after Passage”, “Law Proposed
7 by Initiative Petition”, as the case may be, so as to
8 read as follows: Section 265. The secretary of the
9 commonwealth in state elections, city clerks in city

10 elections, in Boston the election commissioners, and town
11 clerks in town elections at which official ballots are used,
12 shall, for every such election, prepare and cause to be
13 printed in large clear type cards containing full instruc-
-14 tions to voters for obtaining ballots, marking them, ob-
-15 taining assistance and new ballots in place of those acci-
-16 dentally spoiled; and on separate cards such abstracts of
17 the laws imposing penalties upon voters as they shall
IS deem proper. They shall also provide for each polling
19 place ten or more specimen ballots which shall be fac-
-20 similes of the ballots provided for voting, but printed
21 without the indorsements and on colored paper. The
22 secretary of the commonwealth shall provide copies of
23 any proposed amendment to the constitution, law or pro-
-24 posed law, submitted to the people, with a heading in
25 large type, “Proposed Amendment to the Constitution”,
26 “Law Submitted upon Referendum after Passage”,
27 “Law Proposed by Initiative Petition”, as the case may
28 be. •

1 Section 4. Section twr o hundred and sixty-six of said
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “constitution”, in the seventh
4 line, the words: lawr

, or proposed law, to be submitted
5 to the people,—so as to read as follows: Section 266.
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6 Hie secretary of the commonwealth shall, at least five
7 days before state elections, transmit to the registrars, in
8 Boston to the election commissioners, printed lists of the
9 names, residences and designations of candidates to be
10 voted for at each polling place, substantially in the form
11 of the official ballot, and also printed copies of any pro-
-12 posed amendment to the constitution, law, or proposed
13 law, to be submitted to the people. The registrars or
14 election commissioners shall, upon the receipt thereof,
15 conspicuously post in not less than three public places in
16 each voting precinct or town the lists and copies aforesaid
17 for such precinct or town.

1 Section 5. Section two hundred and seventy-four of
2 said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “proposed amend-
-4 ment to the constitution”, in the sixth line, and inserting
5 in place thereof the words: —measure to be submitted to
6 the people, —and by striking out the words “proposed
7 amendments to the constitution”, in the fourteenth and
8 fifteenth lines, and substituting the words “measures to
9be submitted to the people”, —so as to read as follows:

10 Section 274. Ballots for state elections shall be en-
-11 closed in a package by the secretary of the common-
-12 wealth, sealed and marked with the number of ballots of
13 each kind therein, and specimen ballots, cards of instruc-
-14 tions, cards containing abstracts of the laws imposing
15 penalties upon voters, and copies of any measure to be
16 submitted to the people shall be enclosed in another
17 package, and the whole shall be further enclosed in a
IS single package with marks on the outside indicating its
19 contents and the polling place for which it is intended.
20 He shall transmit to the city or town clerks, in Boston
21 to the election commissioners, the ballots, cards of in-
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22 struction, cards containing abstracts of the laws imposing
23 penalties upon voters, and copies of measures to be sub-
-24 mitted to the people, so that they shall be received at
25 least twelve hours before the date of election, and the
26 clerks or election commissioners shall return receipts
27 therefor to the secretary. He shall keep a record of the
28 time when and the manner in which the several packages
29 are transmitted, and shall preserve the receipts therefor
30 for one year.

31 The clerk of each city, in Boston the election commis-
-32 sioners, and the clerk of each town using official ballots
33 shall enclose the ballots, specimen ballots, cards of in-
-34 struction and cards containing abstracts of the laws im-
-35 posing penalties upon voters for city or town elections
36 in the same manner.

1 Section 6. Section two hundred and seventy-five of
2 said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “proposed amend-
-4 ments to the constitution”, in the seventh and eighth
5 lines, and inserting in place thereof the words: meas-
-6 ures to be submitted to the people, —■ so as to read as
7 follows: Section 275. The city or town clerk, in Bos-
-8 ton the election commissioners, shall, on the day of every
9 state or city election, before the opening of the polls,

10 transmit to the election officers of each polling place therein,
11 the ballots with accompanying specimen ballots, cards
12 of instruction, cards containing abstracts of the laws im-
-13 posing penalties upon voters, and copies of measures to
14 be submitted to the people, which have been provided for
15 such polling place; and the presiding election officer at
16 the polling place shall receipt therefor to the clerk, or
17 election commissioners, and such receipt, with a record of
18 the number of ballots transmitted, shall be kept in the
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19 clerk’s or election commissioners’ office for one year. At
20 town elections, the town clerk shall, on the day of the
21 election, before the opening of the polls, deliver the bal-
-22 lots at the polling place to the ballot clerks, who shall
23 receipt therefor, and their receipt shall be preserved in the
24 office of the clerk for the period of one year. If a mod-
-25 erator presides at such election, no such ballots shall be
26 delivered to voters until he has been chosen. The town
27 clerk shall also deliver the specimen ballots, cards of in-
-28 struction and cards containing abstracts of the laws im-
-29 posing penalties upon voters at the same time and place.
30 No ballots or specimen ballots shall be delivered by city
31 or town clerks except as provided in this section.

1 Section 7. Section two hundred and eighty of said
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended
3 by striking out the words “proposed constitutional
4 amendments”, in the seventh line, and substituting the
5 words: ■— measures to be submitted to the people, - and
6 by striking out the words “any proposed amendment”,
7 in the ninth and tenth lines, and substituting the words:
8 each measure to be submitted to the people, —so as
9 to read as follows: Section 280. At an election of

10 state or city officers, and of town officers in towns where
11 official ballots are used, the presiding election officer at

12 each polling place in a city or town shall, before the
13 opening of the polls, post at least three cards of in-
-14 struction, three cards containing abstracts of the laws
15 imposing penalties upon voters, three copies of measures

16 to be submitted to the people, if any, and at least five

17 specimen ballots within the polling place outside the
18 guard rail, and the cards of instruction and a copy of

19 each measure to be submitted to the people in each
20 marking compartment; and no other poster, card, hand-
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21 bill, placard, picture or circular intended to influence the
22 action of the voter, except a paster to be placed upon
23 the official ballot, shall be posted, exhibited, circulated
24 or distributed in the polling place, in the building in
25 which the polling place is located, on the walls thereof,
26 on the premises on which the building stands, on the
27 sidewalk adjoining the premises where such election is
28 being held, or within one hundred and fifty feet of the
29 entrance to such polling place. Pasters to be placed on
30 the official ballot shall be subject to all the restrictions
31 imposed by sections two hundred and fifty-eight and two
32 hundred and sixty-one as to names, residences and
33 political designations of candidates and the size of the
34 type in which the names shall be printed. The presiding
35 election officer shall, at the opening of the polls, publicly
36 open the packages containing the ballots and deliver
37 them to the ballot clerks. All specimen ballots not
38 posted shall be kept in the custody of the presiding
39 officer until after the closing of the polls.


