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Bill accompanying the petition of Charles N. Rogers and others for
the appointment of a Cape Cod Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission to
establish memorials at Provincetown, Truro and Eastham. Ways and
Means (Joint). November 20.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Cape Cod Pilgrim

Tercentenary Commission to establish Permanent Memori-
als in the Towns of Provincetown, Truro and Eastham.

1 Whereas, A delay in the taking effect of this act would
2 cause great inconvenience, therefore it is declared to be an
3 emergency law necessary for the immediate preservation
4 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That a commission of five persons to be
2 known as the Cape Cod Pilgrim Tercentenary Commis-
-3 sion shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice
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4 and consent of the council, for the purpose of establishing
5 permanent memorials at Provincetown, Truro and East-
-6 ham, to commemorate the three hundredth anniversary
7 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty of the signing of
8 the compact in the cabin of the Mayflower and the first
9 landing of the Pilgrims on American soil at the site of

10 Provincetown.

1 Section 2. Said commission is hereby authorized and
2 directed to acquire in fee or otherwise, in the name and
3 for the benefit of the commonwealth, by purchase or
4 otherwise, such lands, buildings or other structures in the
5 vicinity of the Pilgrim Monument at said Provincetown
6 as may be necessary to construct a suitable and dignified
7 approach to said Pilgrim Monument, and such lands in
8 the neighboring towns as, in the opinion of said commis-
-9 sion, should be taken for the purpose aforesaid: ■provided ,

10 that the commission shall not acquire by purchase or
11 right of eminent domain under this act, any land or
12 other property to an amount exceeding in value, in the
13 aggregate, seventy-five thousand dollars.

1 Section 3. The commission may receive such grants
2 of land or sums of money as may be given or devised to

3 it or to the commonwealth for the general purposes
4 named in this act, or for any one or more of such purposes
.5 as the donor may designate.

1 Section 4. The commission may construct such re-
-2 taining walls, and remove such buildings or other struc-
-3 tures, do such filling, grading and planting in and upon
4 the premises acquired under this act or make such im-

-5 provements upon said premises or upon any land or

6 premises within the town of Provincetown now devoted
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~ to historic or memorial uses, as and when it may deem
8 such work necessary or desirable to carry out the pur-
-9 poses Of this act.

1 Section 5. The commission shall, within sixty days
2 after voting to take any lands, rights or easements, as
3 aforesaid, file and cause to be recorded in the registry of
4 deeds for the county of Barnstable, a description thereof
5 sufficiently specific for identification, with a statement of
6 the purpose for which the same was taken, signed by a
7 majority at least of the commission, the recording to
8 operate as a taking of the real estate and rights and ease-
-9 ments therein described.

1 Section G. The commonwealth shall pay all damages
2 to property sustained by any person, firm or corporation
3 by the taking of any land, buildings, rights or easements
4 by said commission under the provisions of this act.
5 Any person, firm or corporation sustaining damages as
6 aforesaid, and failing to agree with the commission as to
7 the amount thereof, may have the same assessed and de-
-8 termined in the manner provided by law in the case of
9 land taken for the laying out of highways, on application

10 at any time within two years after the taking of such
11 land or other property, or doing any injury under
12 authority of this act, but no such application shall be
13 made after the expiration of said two years.

1 Section 7. The sum of seventy-five thousand dollars
2 is hereby appropriated to be paid out of the treasury of
3 the commonwealth from the ordinary revenue to carry
4 out the provisions of this act, the same to be expended by
5 said commission with the approval of the governor and
6 the council.
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Section 8. The commission hereby provided for shall
serve without compensation, but may employ such experts
and assistants, and expend such sums of money in the
discharge of its duties, as the governor and council may
from time to time approve.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


