
EXTRA SESSION.

Bill accompanying the petition of B. L. Young relative to giving
the Commission on the Necessaries of Life power to investigate the
subject of rents. Administration and Commissions. December 8.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To give Further Authority to the Commission on the

Necessaries of Life.

1 Whereas, The evils sought to be remedied by this act
2 are such as to require that the investigation provided for
3 should be undertaken forthwith, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-5 mediate preservation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter three hundred and forty-one of
2 the General Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “same,” in
4 line sixteen, the following: It shall also be the duty of
5 said commission to study and investigate the circum-
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6 stances affecting the charges for rent of property used for
7 living quarters or for the production of necessaries of life,
8 and in such investigation the commission may inquire

9 into all matters relating to charges for rent, so that
10 said section shall read as follows: Section 1. There is
11 hereby established for the term of one year from the first
12 day of August in the year nineteen hundred and nineteen
13 a special commission to be known as the Commission on
14 the Necessaries of Life, to consist of three members to be
15 appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of
16 the council. The governor shall designate one member of
17 the commission to serve as chairman, and he shall have
18 authority to act for the commission when the commission
19 is not in session. It shall be the duty of said commission
20 to study and investigate the circumstances affecting the
21 prices of the commodities which are necessaries of life.
22 The commission may inquire into all matters relating to
23 the production, transportation, distribution and sale of
24 the said commodities, and into all facts and circumstances
25 relating to the cost of production, wholesale and retail
26 prices and the methods pursued in the conduct of the
27 business of any persons, firms or corporations engaged in
28 the production, transportation, or sale of the said com-
-29 modities, or of any business which relates to or affects the
30 same. It shall also be the duty of said commission to
31 study and investigate the circumstances affecting the
32 charges for rent of property used for living quarters or
33 for the production of necessaries of life, and in such
34 investigation the commission may inquire into all matters
35 relating to charges for rent. The commission shall be
36 furnished with suitable quarters in the state house.


