
House of Representatives. Dec. 11. 1919.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was recommitted the Bill to provide suitable recognition of
the historic importance of the town of Provincetown and
other towns (House, No. 1979), report recommending that
the same be amended by the substitution of the accompany-
ing bill.

For the committee,

BENJAMIN H. WOODSUM.

EXTRA SESSION.

No. 1992HOUSE

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.



Dec.TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN.

AN ACT
To provide for Recognition of the Historic Importance of

the Town of Provincetown.

taking effect of this act would
therefore it is declared to be

v law necessa •y for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public convenient
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

on of five persons to be known
■entenary Commission shall be

1 Section 1. A commiss
2 as the Provincetown Ter
3 appointed by the governo with the advice and consent
4 of the council, for the purpose of establishing at Province-
-5 town and in the neighboring towns permanent memorials
6 to commemorate the three hundredth anniversary of the
7 signing of the compact in the cabin of the Mayflower and
8 the first landing of the Pilgrims on American soi

1 Section 2. The said commission is hereby authorized
2 to purchase or take by right of eminent domain, in the
3 name and on behalf of the commonwealth, such lands and
4 structures in the vicinity of the Pilgrim Monument at
5 Provincetown as mav be necessary to construct a suitable

1 Whereas, A delay in the
2 tend to defeat its object;

C&e Commontuealti) of sgassac&usctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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6 and dignified approach to the said monument, and such
7 lands in the neighboring towns as in the opinion of the
8 commission should be taken for the purpose aforesaid:
9 'provided, that the commission shall not acquire by pur-

-10 chase or right of eminent domain under this act any land
11 or other property, or incur any other obligation of any
12 kind exceeding in value, cost or expense, the total sum of
13 fifty thousand dollars.
14 The commission shall within sixty days after voting to
15 take any land or easements as aforesaid cause to be
16 recorded in the registry of deeds for the county of Barn-
-17 stable a description thereof sufficiently specific for iden-
-18 tification with a statement of the purpose for which the
19 same was taken, and the recording shall operate as a
20 taking of the land and easements therein described.

1 Section 3. The commission may receive such gifts or
2 devises of land in Provincetown or in the neighboring

money as mav be given ortowns and such sums of
4 bequeathed to it or to the commonwealth for the purj

named in this act, or for any one or more of the said
6 purposes as the grantor or donor may designat

1 Section 4. The commission may construct such re-
taining walls, and remove such buildings or other struc-

3 tures, do such filling, grading and planting in and upon
4 the premises acquired under this act, or make such im-
5 provements upon said premises or upon any land or
6 premises within the town of Provincetown now devoted
7 to historic or memorial uses, as and when it may dee
8 such work necessary or desirable to carry out the purpo
9 of this act.

1 Section 6. The commonwealth shall pay all damages
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2 to property sustained by any person, firm or corporation
3 by the taking of any land, buildings, rights or easements
4 by said commission under the provisions of this act. Any
5 person, firm or corporation sustaining damages as afore-
-6 said, and failing to agree with the commission as to the
7 amount thereof, may have the same assessed and deter-
-8 mined in the manner provided by law in the case of land
9 taken for the laying out of highways, on application at

10 any time within two years after the taking of such land or
11 other property, or doing any injury under authority of
12 this act, but no such application shall be made after the
13 expiration of said two years.

1 Section 7. The members of the commission shall re-
-2 ceive no compensation for their services, but may expend
3 from the treasury of the commonwealth in carrying out
4 the provisions of this act and with the approval of the
5 governor and council such sums, not exceeding fifty thou-
-6 sand dollars, as may be appropriated therefor by the
7 general court. Any unexpended balance of the said sums
8 may be expended in succeeding years, but it is the pur-
-9 pose and understanding of the general court that the said

10 sum of fifty thousand dollars shall be the sum total of all
11 appropriations which the commonwealth shall be called
12 upon to make for the purposes of this act.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


