
No. 2433HOUSE
By Mr. Robinson of Melrose, petition of Dorothy Checci O’Brien

and William G. Robinson for legislation to prohibit the transporta-
tion and slaughter of horses by inhumane means. Natural Resources
and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

An Act prohibiting the transportation and slaughter of
HORSES BY INHUMANE MEANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 (A) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Com-
-2 monwealth of Massachusetts that horses destined for slaughter be
3 transported and slaughtered humanely, and the use ofany means,
4 equipment and methods of transporting and slaughtering horses
5 within the Commonwealth which are inhumane is hereby
6 prohibited.
7 (B) In order to effectuate this policy. Section 94-139 d of the
8 statutes is hereby amended by inserting before the first word
9 therein, “Slaughtering,” the number (1) in parentheses, and by

10 adding thereto the following paragraphs numbered as follows:
11 (2) The word “livestock” as used herein shall include horses.
12 (3) Responsible for enforcement of Section 94-139 d shall be
13 the Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Massachusetts
14 (hereinafter referred to as “the Commissioner”), who is hereby
15 authorized and directed to use any of his staff to make inspections
16 of trucks hauling livestock and of facilities slaughtering livestock.
17 and for the purpose ofassisting other law enforcement agencies in
18 obtaining compliance with the provisions of this Act.
19 (4) The Commissioner shall prepare regulations setting forth

20 as specifically as practicable the requirements for humane
21 transportation and slaughter of livestock, and a list of equipment.
22 methods and practices which are inhumane and therefore banned
23 under this Act. Before these regulations shall become effective the
24 Commissioner shall hold a meeting at which interested parties
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(6) Violation of any of the provisions of this Act, or of the
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner thereunder shall
be a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable by a fine of up to
one thousand dollars ($1,000) and/or sixty (60) days in jail.

42
43
44
45

(7) If any part of this Act is declared unconstitutional by a
court of competent jurisdiction, all other parts shall remain in full
force and effect.
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may have an opportunity to approve, object or offer suggestions.
No more than thirty (30) days after such meeting the regulations
as finally approved by the Commissioner shall become final.

(5) The regulations of the Commissioner shall establish
standards relating to transportation of livestock including but not
limited to loading and unloading methods and equipment;
protection against the elements; restrictions on overcrowding;
provisions for food, water and rest; restrictions on length of
vehicle and length of confinement in vehicle. The regulations de-
signed to insure humane slaughter shall cover conditions of pre-
slaughter handling, positioning the animal for slaughter, and
method of rendering the animal unconscious before hoisting,
cutting and bleeding, and shall include a provision that captive
bolt pistols or mechanical or eletrical stunners are prohibited for
use on horses, which must be killed with a free bullet from a
firearm and cartridge of a caliber and make to be prescribed by
the Commissioner, and in a way to be prescribed by him.
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