
No. 2804HOUSE
By Mr. Mofenson of Newton, petition of Theodore D. Mann,

David J. Mofenson, Jack H. Backman, A. Joseph DeNucci and Lois
G. Pines that cities and towns be authorized to recover from the
parties responsible therefor certain costs and expenses resulting from
intentional or negligent injuries inflicted upon police officers and fire
fighters. The Judiciary.

tKftc Commontoealtf) of 4flassfad)UsetW

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

An Act allowing cities and towns to recover from the parties

RESPONSIBLE THEREFOR CERTAIN COSTS AND EXPENSES RESULTING
FROM INTENTIONAL OR NEGLIGENT INJURIES INFLICTED UPON
POLICE OFFICERS AND FIRE FIGHTERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately alleviate an inequity
3 imposed upon cities and towns by a grossly unjust doctrine of
4 municipal law which has developed over the years, and to relieve
5 the inhabitants of cities and towns of the financial burdens
6 created by assailants and tordtfeasors who intentionally or
7 negligently inflict injuries upon police officers and fire fighters, it
8 is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
9 immediate preservation of the public convenience, which shall

1C take effect upon enactment.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

2 amended by the addition of the following paragraph:
V‘3 Notwithstanding any provision of law contrary thereto

4 contained herein or elsewhere, a cause of action shall accrue to a
5 city, town or fire or water district for reimbursement and
6 restitution in such sum or sums actually paid for hospital,
7 medical, surgical, chiropractic, nursing, pharmaceutical,
8 prosthetic and related expenses and reasonable charges for

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 41, § 100 of the General Laws is
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9 chiropody (podiatry) as against any third party against whom the
10 fire fighter or police officer shall have a cause of action for the
11 injury inflicted by, or sickness caused by, such third party.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 41, §IIIF of the General Laws is
2 amended by the addition of the following paragraph:
3 Notwithstanding any provision of law contrary thereto
4 contained herein or elsewhere, a cause of action shall accrue to
5 the city, town or fire or water district for reimbursement and
6 restitution in such sum or sums actually paid to a police officer or
7 fire fighter as salary or wages during the period of incapacity, and
8 for all costs of replacing a police officer or fire fighter during the
9 period of incapacity, as against any third party against whom the

10 police officer or fire fighter shall have a cause of action for an
11 injury inflicted by, or sickness caused by, such third party.

] SECTION 3. This act shall apply to all costs and expenses of
2 the types referred to in sections one and two of this act incurred
3 by cities, towns or fire or water districts on or after January first,
4 nineteen hundred and seventy-four. 'This act shall apply to all
5 causes of action occurring to a police officer or fire fighter on or
6 after January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three.
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