
HOUSE No. 5168
By Mr. Smith of Lynn, petition of Richard L. Vitali and James E.

Smith for legislation to require public debates between candidates for
the office of Governor. Election Laws. __

)t CommontDcaltt) of fflafisadfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven

I
An Act requiring public debates between candidates for the

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

ollovi

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 54A, the following chapter:

3 Section 1. In this chapter, unless otherwise expressly provided
4 or the context otherwise requires, the following words and
5 phrases shall have the following meanin
6 “Major political party”, shall mean the Republican and
7 Democratic parties or any political party which the secretary of
8 state designates as having a sufficient number ofregistered voters
9 to qualify as such a major political party.
0 “Minor political party”, shall mean all other political parties

11 not included within the definition of major political pa
12 “Strong contender”, shall mean any candidate not a nominee of
13 a major political party who the state election board considers has
'4 enough voter support to merit inclusion in public debates with

major political party candidates.
16 “Nominee”, shall mean any person duly chosen by his or her
17 political party to be a candidate for office of governor.
18 Section 2. All nominees of political parties for the office of
'9 governor shall participate in public debate.

Section 3. Nominees of the major political parties and strong
contenders shall debate in the presence of one anothei in a
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separate forum in at least one public debate. All other nominees
shall debate in forums to be arranged by the nominees
themselves.
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Section 4. Such debates will be financed, if necessary, at a
reasonable cost to the state. No nominee of a major political
party and no strong contender shall participate in more than two
debates so financed, and no nominee of a minor political party
shall participate in more than one debate so financed.
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30 Section 5. The format of debates between nominees of major

political parties and strong contenders, the location and dates
shall be established by the Secretary of State after consulting with
the participants.

31
32
33
34 Section 6. Any nominee or strong contender failing to

participate in public debate shall be considered in violation of this
chapter and in the case of the nominee of a major political party
or strong contender shall be subject to a fine of SI,OOO to be paid
in the case of a major party nominee by the party’s state
committee or in the case of a strong contender by the strong
contender and in the case of a nominee of a minor political party
shall be subject to a fine of one thousand dollars to be paid by the
party’s state committee or by the nominee.
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43 Section 7. If any provision of this act, or the application of

such provision to any person or circumstances, shall be held
invalid, the remainder of said act and the application of such
provisions to persons or circumstances other than those as to
which it is held invalid shall not be affected thereby.
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