
HOUSE No. 5325

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
STATE HOUSE, BOS lON 02133, DECEMBER 10, 1970.

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Under the authority of section 4 of chapter 7 of the General Laws,
today I submit to your Honorable Bodies the attached legislation
entitled “An Act Clarifying the Status of Certain Legal Holidays”.

During the 1976 legislative session the legislature enacted and the
Governor signed into law a bill (chapter 112of the acts of 1976) which
added to the list of legal holidays May twentieth, the anniversary of
the death of General Marquis De Lafayette.

The purpose of this new law was to insure that special mention and
remembrance be paid to General Marquis De Lafayette. It was not
intended to create another legal holiday which would result in the
closing of all state offices on May twentieth of each year. This point
was clearly stated in section 2 of chapter 112, however, through
inadvertence, chapter 112 did not amend section 24Aof chapter 30 of
the General Laws which provides for an additional day off or an
additional day’s pay to all state employees on legal holidays.

In order to resolve the ambiguity as to the status of May twentieth
as a legal holiday. 1 am filing the accompanying legislation. By
enactment of this legislation the status of a legal holiday for General
Marquis De Lafayette will be preserved, however, state offices will
remain open on May twentieth, and state employees will not accrue
any additional rights or benefits as a result of this holiday, as it was
originally intended.

Additionally, when the observance of Veterans Day was restored to
November eleventh in 1974 (chapter 205), no provision was made for
the celebration of this holiday on the following Monday in instances
when the eleventh occurs on a Sunday. This legislation will also
correct this oversight.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN F. BUCKLEY
Secretary of Administration
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven

An A cT CLARIFYING THE STATUS OF CERTAIN LEGAL HOLIDAYS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION I. Section 7 of chapter 4 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out clause Eighteen, as most recently
amended by section 1 of chapter 112 of the acts of 1976, and
inserting in place thereof the following clause;
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Eighteenth, “Legal holiday” shall include January first,

January fifteenth, May twentieth, July fourth, November
eleventh, and Christmas Day, or the day following when any of
said days occur on Sunday, and the third Monday in February,
the third Monday in April, the last Monday in May, the first
Monday in September, the second Monday in October, and
Thanksgiving Day. “Legal holiday” shall also include, with
respect to Suffolk county only, March seventeenth and June
seventeenth, or the day following when said days occur on
Sunday; provided, however, that the words “legal holiday” as
used in section forty-five of chapter one hundred and forty-nine
shall not include March seventeenth, May twentieth, or the day
following when either of said days occur on Sunday.
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SECTION 2. Section 24A of chapter 30 of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by section 7 of chapter 838 of the acts
of 1969, is hereby further amended by adding the following
paragraph;
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The provisions of this section shall not apply to the legal
holiday of May twentieth.
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I SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.


