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In (he Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven

RESOLVE PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT THROUGH ITS

DIVISION OF FORESTS AND PARKS RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION
OF CERTAIN POOLS AND RINKS.

r
Resolved, That the department of environmental management,

through its division of forests and parks, is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter
of current house documents numbered 3278, authorizing the
department of natural resources to construct a swimming pool in
the city of Marlborough; 3459, authorizing the department of
natural resources to construct and maintain a skating rink at
Hubbard Park in the Indian Orchard section of the city of
Springfield; 3629, authorizing the department of natural
resources to construct a swimming pool at Hubbard Park in the
Indian Orchard section of the city of Springfield; 3869,
authorizing and directing the department of natural resources to
construct a swimming pool at Marshall Fay Field in the city of
Springfield and 3876, relative to the disposition of receipts from
use of ice skating rinks operated by the department of natural
resources. Said department shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if
any, together with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary
to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with
the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the last
Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and seventy-six.
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EXECUTIVE Oi l ICE OE ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENI OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

LEVERETT SAL I ONSTALL BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 02202

December 20, 1976

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The General Court adopted the following measure in the form of
Chapter 11, Resolves of 1976.

Resolved, That the Department of Environmental Management,
through its division of forests and parks, is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of
current house documents numbered 3278, authorizing the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to construct a swimming pool in the city
of Marlborough; 3459, authorizing the Department of Natural
Resources to construct and maintain a skating rink at Hubbard Park
in the Indian Orchard section of the city of Springfield; 3629,
authorizing and directing the Department of Natural Resources to
construct a swimming pool at Marshall Fay Field in the city of
Springfield; and 3876, relative to the disposition of receipts from use
of ice skating rinks operated by the Department of Natural
Resources. Said department shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to carry
such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
of the House of Representatives on or before the last Wednesday of
December, nineteen hundred and seventy-six.
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In accordance with the authorization given in the above Resolve,
the Department of Environmental Management submits the
following study report.

Respectfully submitted

EVAN S, DOBELLE,
Commissioner

(

Note: The Resolve makes reference to the “Department of Natural
Resources”, for the record this was the name of the Department of
Environmental Management prior to reorganization.
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A. Purpose of Study
This study is to determine the feasibility of constructing a

swimming pool in the City of Marlborough, a skating rink and a
swimming pool at Hubbard Park in the Indian Orchard section of the
City ot Springfield and a swimming pool at Marshall Roy Field in the
City of Springfield. In addition the study addressed the purpose of a
bill filed relative to the disposition of receipts from the use of ice
skating rinks operated by the Department.
B. Study Methods

A survey ot the area’s supply of ice skating facilities was made.
Visits to proposed sites were undertaken and area was photographed.
Sites were appraised on the basis of suitability and accessibility. The
socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of the areas were
reviewed. The availability of suitable swimming facilities was
surveyed.
C. Study Results and Recommendations Rinks

Since the greater Springfield area is now saturated with skating
rinks, (there are ten rinks) all doing far less than capacity business, it
is recommended that no new construction be undertaken in this
region.
Pools

The need for pools is one that very likely will never be satisfied, due
to limitation of funds. The communities involved in the legislation
which concerns this study have a genuine need for this type of facility.
The two sites in Springfield are ideally suited to the purpose. Both are
parklands, with ample space and located in areas of working middle
class people, dominated by single family homes. Photographs are
attached, plus site plan for Hubbard Park.

Marlborough has no specific sites submitted for consideration,
although the accompanying newspaper article mentions two. The
Marlborough-Hudson area has little to offer in the way of swimming
facilities and yet the area is highly industrial with a joint population
of 47,076. A pool in this area is recommended.

A major consideration which must be addressed relative to pool
construction is whether expansion of this extremely deficit
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recreational program, should be recommended as a management and
operation responsibility ol' the Commonwealth.

The facility construction phase of the program is a priority of the
Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
as far as use of federal Land and Water Conservation Funds is
concerned.

The neighborhood and community use patterns of swimming pool
facilities present serious questions as to their operation and
maintenance as a Commonwealth financial responsibility.
House 3876

Regarding use of receipts from ice rinks, the attached report
indicates there is a deficit at all rinks. There appears to be no need for
such legislation as there are no net receipts to be credited.
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