
HOUSE No. 5361
By Mr. Piro of Somerville, petition of Vincent J. Piro (with the

approval of the mayor and board of aldermen) relative to establishing
a traffic commission in the city of Somerville. Local Affairs. [Local
Approval Received.]

Commontoealtf) of itlasgacfjuscttfi;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven

An Act establishing a traffic commission in the city of
SOMERVILLE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. There is hereby established in the city of
2 Somerville, hereinafter referred to as the city, a traffic
3 commission to consist of the commissioner of public works, the
4 chief of police, the chief of the fire department, one alderman at
5 large and one ward alderman to be designated by the president of
6 the board of aldermen, the superintendent of the highway
7 division of the department of public works, a member of the
8 planning board to be designated by its chairman and two
9 members of the general public of the city to be appointed by the

10 mayor and confirmed by the board of aldermen.
11 The two members appointed by the mayor shall initially be
12 appointed for one and two year terms respectively, and upon the
13 expiration of such term the successors shall be appointed to serve
14 for a term of three years, or until the qualification ofa successor.

1 SECTION 2. The commissioner of public works shall be
2 chairman of the traffic commission. The members of the traffic
3 commission shall receive no compensation for their services as
4 commissioners, but shall be reimbursed by the city for any
5 expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the performance of
5 their duties, subject in all cases to appropriation.
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SECTION 3. The traffic commission shall have exclusive
authority, except as otherwise herein provided, to adopt, amend,
alter or repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the
General Laws as modified by this act, relative to vehicular street
traffic in the city and to the movement, stopping or standing of
vehicles on, and their exclusion from all or any streets, ways,
highways, roads and parkways under the control of the city,
including rules and regulations designating any way or part
thereof under said city’s control, as a throughway under and
subject to the provisions of section nine of chapter eighty-nine of
the General Laws, and may prescribe penalties not exceeding
fifty dollars for the violation of any rule or regulation adopted
hereunder. No such rule or regulation, except such special rules
or regulations as are declared by vote of the commission to be
urgently required by public safety, necessity or convenience or
such as are of a temporary nature and are not to be effective for a
period of more than fourteen days, shall take effect until
published for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city. Upon petition of twenty-five registered
voters, any rule or regulation adopted hereunder shall be
reviewed by the commission within ten days of the filing of said
petition with the city clerk requesting such review, copies of
which shall be immediately forwarded to the chairman of the
commission.
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Said review shall be conducted as a public hearing, notice of
which shall be given by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city at least five days prior thereto. The traffic
commission shall have the power to erect, make and maintain, or
cause to be erected, made or maintained, traffic signs, signals,
markings and other devices which may be used for the control of
traffic in the city and for informing and warning the public as to
rules and regulations adopted hereunder; subject however, to
section two of chapter eighty-five and sections eight and nine of
chapter eighty-nine of the General Laws.
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Nothing in this act shall authorize the commission to adopt any
rule or regulation excluding the vehicles of any department of the
city from any way or part thereof, or to modify or limit any power
or authority of the state department of public works or the state
department of public utilities, or any power now vested in the
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mayor, board of aldermen or heads of departments of the city
with reference to the issuance of licenses or permits for the
opening, using or occupying of streets and sidewalks.

40
41
42

The traffic commission shall employ such professional, clerical
and other assistance as it may require subject, however, to
appropriation. No rule or regulation adopted, amended, altered
or repealed by the commission shall be so adopted, amended,
altered or repealed except by majority vote taken by yeas and
nays.
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SECTION 4. All existing ordinances, orders, rules and
regulations relating to the control of vehicular traffic control shall
remain in full force and effect until superseded by rules and
regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to the
provisions of this act and the adoption thereof shall not affect any
act done, any right accrued, penalty incurred, or any suit,
prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of said adoption.
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SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1




