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By Mr. White of Worcester, petition of Francis J. McGrath,
Thomas P. White and another for a change in the law relative to the
school aid formula for cities and towns. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven

An Act amending the school aid formula to cities and towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter seventy of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by deleting section four thereof and by inserting in its
3 place the following:
4 “Section 4. Formula for Determining State Aid to be Paid to
5 Cities and Towns. The school aid to be paid to each city and town
5 in any fiscal year shall be the amount of the “equalizing municipal
7 grant” for such city or town. The “equalizing municipal grant” for
8 such city or town shall be the amount, to the nearest cent,
9 determined by multiplying the amount of ten dollars by an

10 “equalizing municipal percentage”. The “equalizing municipal
11 percentage” shall be the proportion, to the nearest tenth of one
12 per cent, which the equalized valuation per person in the
13 commonwealth bears to the equalized valuation per person in the
14 city or town. Approximately fifty per cent of said annual
15 distribution shall be made on or before December thirty-first and
16 the balance on or before June thirtieth of each fiscal year.
17 For the purpose of this section, the following words shall have
18 the following meanings:
19 (I) “Equalized valuation per person in the commonwealth”,
20 the equalized valuation of all property in the commonwealth
21 subject to local taxation, as most recently reported by the
22 commission to the general court under the provisions of section
23 ten C, divided by the number of persons who reside in the
24 commonwealth.
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25 (2) “Equalized valuation per person in such city or town”, the
26 equalized valuation of all property in such city or town subject to
27 local taxation, as most recently reported by the commission to the
28 general court under said section ten C, divided by the number of
29 persons who reside in such city or town.
30 (3) “Persons who reside in the commonwealth”, the total
31 population of the commonwealth as enumerated in the most
32 recent official state census conducted by the state secretary or in
33 the most recent official federal census, adjusted by the
34 commission to conform as nearly as possible to the same
35 definitions as used in such state census.
36 (4) “Persons who reside in such city or town”, the population
37 of the city or town as enumerated in the most recent official state
38 census conducted by the state secretary or in the most recent
39 official federal census, adjusted by the commission to conform as
40 nearly as possible to the same definitions as used in such state
41 census.
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