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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5512, entitled, "An Act Further Regulating Tenant Eligibility in
Housing Authorities Relating to Elderly Persons and Families of Low
Income."

H.5512 requires that each applicant for public housing submit
financial statements, signed under the penalties of perjury, listing
the applicant's income and assets for the previous three years. This
provision is somewhat similar to the current regulations of the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, differing mainly in the requirement that the
statement be signed under the penalties of perjury. Such a requirement
is overly severe, especially for elderly persons and those of limited
education, because it could result in the threat of criminal prosecu-
tion for relatively trivial and innocent mistakes. It is also virtually
unenforceable in practice, relying on a lengthy criminal process to
deter misrepresentations of fact rather than the more appropriate
sanction of eviction from the housing to which the applicant was admitted

result of such misrepresentation.

H.5512 also, perhaps inadvertantly, deletes a provision allowing
persons between the ages of 62 and 65 to be admitted to elderly housing
when available units are not filled by persons over sixty-five. This
provision provides needed flexibility to some housing authorities, and
should be retained in the statute.

I therefore recommend that H.5512 be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following:

SECTION 1. Section lof chapter 1218 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out the definition of "Elderly persons of low income",
as amended by section 15A of chapter 1215 of the acts of 1973, and inserting
in place thereof the following definition:-
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"Elderly persons of low income", persons having reached the age
aixty-five or over whose annual net Income Is less than the amountIe atx
necessary to enable them to maintain decent, safe and sanitary housing
except that where there exists a surplus of housing units, the housingre exists a surplus of housing units, the housing
authority may reduce the age requirement to age sixty-two, and the oldest
of the applicants between sixty-two and sixty-five shall be given
preference for admission. Said income shall be determined from a review of
financial statements for the previous three years which shall Include all
Income received during said period, and all substantial assets held at the
time said statement is submitted or disposed of during said three year

period. Serious and Intentional misrepresentation of any fact In said
statement shall bo a ground for eviction from the housing to which the
applicant was admitted as a result of said statement. v

SECTION 2. Said section 1 of said chapter 1218 is hereby further
amended by striking out the definition of "Families of low income", as
appearing in section 1 of chapter 751 of the acts of 1969, and inserting
In place thereof the following deflnitlon:-

"Famllles of low income", families and persons whose net annual income
Is less than the amount necessary to enable them to obtain and maintain
decent, safe and sanitary housing. Said income shall be determined from a
review of financial statements for the previous three years which shall
Include all Income received during said period, and all substantial assets
held at the tine said statement is submitted or disposed of during said
three year period. Serious and intentional misrepresentation of any fact
in said statement shall be a ground for eviction from the housing to which
the applicant was admitted as a result of said statement.

SECTION 3- Clause (c) of the second paragraph of section 32 of said
chapter 1218, as amended "by section U1 of chapter 925 of the acts of 1973,
Is hereby further amended by adding the following sentence:- For the purposes
of this section, net income shall be determined from a review of financial
statements for the previous three years which shall include all income
received during said period, and all substantial assets held at the time
said statement is submitted or dlsposyd of during said three year period.
Serious and intentional misrepresentation of any fact in said statement
shall be a ground for eviction housing to which the applicant was
admitted as a result of said staty^i^t.
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