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HOUSE No. 5880

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT
REGULATIONS ON THE INITIATIVE PETITION OF FRANCIS
W. HATCH, JR., AND OTHERS (SEE HOUSE, NO. 5300).

\

The committee on Government Regulations has had referred to it an
initiative petition (House, No. 5300) of Francis W. Hatch. Jr., and
others for the passage of An Act providing property tax relief through
increased lottery fund distribution.

The initiative petition, H. 5300, as presented to the House of Repre-
sentatives was referred to this, the Joint Committee on Government
Regulations, on January 10. 1977. The bill as drafted would mandate
that all state revenues from all lottery games be distributed to the cities
and towns upon the effective date of the act. The law of this
commonwealth, as it presently reads, achieves this purpose
automatically, at the end of fiscal year 1977, i.e. June 30, 1977. (See
sections 32A, 328, and 34 of Chapter 283 of the Acts of 1976).

Said petition, H. 5300, was given a public hearing on February 22,
1977 at Gardner Auditorium. At that time, this committee asked the

proponents to explain their purpose in requesting a favorable repoit
on the subject legislation. After admitting that this petition, if passed
into law, would only duplicate what is presently the law of the
Commonwealth, the proponents could not present any convincing
reasons why this legislation is necessary.

During the course of the public hearings the proponents of this
W petition requested the addition of an emergency premable; however.

such a substantive change is clearly prohibited by (he constitutional
section relating to initiative petitions.

After the deliberation on the merits of this initiative petition, we are
convinced that the current statutes, in addition to the commitment of
the House and Senate membership, has already accomplished the
intent of this petition. We feel, unlike the proponents of this petition,
that the legislature will most certainly abide by their commitment of
only a one year emergency diversion of the numbers gamemoney. The
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committee has decided to view H. 5300, not as a mere duplication of an
existing statute, but as a vehicle by which the legislative membership
can reaffirm their commitment to local aid to cities and towns.

We the undersigned members of the Joint Committee on
Government Regulations vote that House Bill 5300 OUGHT TO
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