
HOUSE 6204
Substituted by the House (in part), on motion of Mr. Flynn of

Hanover, for a report of the committee on the Judiciary, ought not to
pass, on petitions for legislation to establish a special commission to
study the feasibility of a statutory definition of death, relative to
providing that persons be allowed to execute a document requesting
that no maintenance medical treatment be utilized for the prolonga-
tion of life if such persons suffer a terminal injury or illness, and for
legislation to allow persons who are terminally ill to request a natural
death [based on petitions of William J. Flynn, Jr., accompanied by
resolve, House, No. 674; Gail S. Stein and others, accompanied by bill,
House, No. 2017; and Nils L. Nordberg and others, accompanied by
bill. House, No. 4305.] June 8.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

Ordered, That the Legislative Research Council be directed to
investigate and study relative to determining the problems of
establishing a statutory definition of death. Said council shall consider
the feasibility of establishing an acceptable statutory definition of
death and shall consider actions taken by other states in attempting to
clarify this problem. Said council to also consider the implications of
the following cases:

(1) Siegfried Golston, Ronald J. Salem
Victim, Suffolk Superior Court.

(2) Deborah Mari, Abington, MA
Accident victim, now deceased.

Said council also to consider establishing guidelines for doctors,
lawyers, victims and their families, and others in establishing
guidelines on the definition of death; and shall file the results of its
statistical research and fact-finding with the clerk of the House of
Representatives from time to time but not later than the first
Wednesday of November, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven.

(3) Karen Quinlan, New Jersey
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