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July 11, 1977,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the

Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning House Bill No. 5828,
entitled, “An Act Relative to Special Town Meetings in the Town of
Shrewsbury.”

H. 5828 would exempt the town of Shrewsbury from the provisions
of two election laws. Section 1 would authorize the issuance of a
warrant for a special town meeting at least 7 days before the meeting,
rather than the 14 days that are required of all towns by section 10 of
chapter 39 of the General Laws as amended by Chapter 272 ofthe Acts
of 1976. Section 2 exempts the town from the provisions of section 29
of chapter 51 of the General Laws, which provides for registration of
voters before special town meetings and special state elections.

In general, I believe that election laws should be uniform across the
commonwealth, and I am not convinced that special laws in this field
are either necessary or desirable. With respect to H. 5828, I see no
reason to exempt any town from the requirement of 14 days notice for
a special town meeting, as Section 1 would do, now that this change in
the law has been publicized sufficiently to allow local officials to adjust
their schedules accordingly.

Section 2 of this bill presents a more complicated problem because a
good case can be made that the requirements for a registration session
before a special town meeting serve no purpose in towns with
representative town meetings, such as Shrewsbury. While I would
prefer that such a change be made by way of an amendment to the
proper section of the General Laws, I cannot rule out a special law that
accomplishes this result. I could not, however, sign a special law that
eliminates in a single town the registration period prior to special state
elections that remains in effect in every other community.
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I therefore recommend that H. 5828 be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following:
The provisions of section twenty-nine of chapter fifty-one of the
General Laws that relate to special town meetings shall not apply to the
town of Shrewsbury.
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