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In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith.
House Bill No. 6103, entitled, "An Act Making Appropriations
for the Fiscal Year Nineteen Hundred and Seventy-eight for the
Maintenance of Hampshire County, its Departments, Boards,
Commissions and Institutions, of Sundry Other Services, for
Certain Permanent Improvements, for Interest and Debt Require-
ments of Law and Granting a County Tax for Said County."

H.6103 is the fiscal year 1978 budget for Hampshire County.
It appropriates $3,956,043 for county expenditures, as compared
to 1977 appropriations of $3,273,756 -- an increase of $682,286.
The increase for the county tax, to be paid by the property
taxpayers of the cities and towns, is $493,293.

The Hampshire county budget includes a number of new positions
and programs, most of which do not appear to have been balanced
by corresponding reductions in existing personnel and accounts.
Several months ago the Hampshire County Selectmens' Association
suggested a number of reductions which generally do not seem to
have been incorporated in the budget now before me. I hope your
committee on Counties will re-examine this budget in light of
those suggestions and attempt to trim a substantial amount of
what is a rather substantial expenditure increase for a county of
this size. As with other county budgets, I propose to strike the
salary reserve as a way of indicating roughly how much I feel the
overall budget can safely be reduced. Those who draw up this
county budget must make the hard choices of which desirable
programs they can afford to fund in a very tight fiscal situation,
so that the property taxpayers do not once again bear the brunt
of sizeable county cost increases.

I therefore recommend
'*ut item 28a.
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