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September 13, 1977MICHAEL S DUKAKIS
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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval. House
Bill No. 6420, entitled, ”An Act Prohibiting the Expenditure
of State or Federal Funds for Abortion Purposes.”

The question raised by this bill is not whether abortions
should be legal in the Commonwealth. The U. S. Supreme Court
made it clear in 1973 that women have the constitutional
right to choose an abortion. Regardless of any of our personal
feelings on the subject, that is the law, and it is not going
to change in the foreseeable future.

The fundamental question raised by H.6420 is whether we
•re going to have two classes of citizens; one with the right
to choose an abortion and another that is effectively denied
that right. I believe that women who are poor should have the
same right to choose a legal medical procedure as do women who
are fortunate enough to have a decent income or private health
insurance.

In addition to this fundamental unfairness, other aspects
of H.6420 make it even more unacceptable. This bill is doubly
discriminatory because it prohibits the use of state funds to
pay for abortion services for poor women through medicaid, but
continues the state’s payment for abortions for state employees
through their group health insurance coverage. If the use of
public funds for abortions is morally wrong, it is wrong regardless
of the identity of the recipients.

This bill will not prevent many abortions -- it will only
increase the risks to both mother and child. Many women who cannot
afford a legal abortion from a qualified medical professional will
have no choice but to return to the brutal, unsafe practices
that were common before the Supreme Court ruling.

Cfje Commontoealtf) of ifflasteacfjugetts;

H.6420 will not even allow the state to pay for abortions
for medicaid recipients in cases of pregnancy resulting from rape
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or incest, or when there is a high probability of serious birth
defects. These restrictions not only go far beyond what many
sincere opponents of abortion can support; they are much more
stringent than the standards in Massachusetts law before the
Supreme Court's decision.

For all of these reasons I cannot in good conscience sign
H.6420 into law.
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