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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES April 19, 1977.

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the Order (filed by
Mr. Colo of Athol) relative to directing the House committee on Ethics
to evaluate certain violations of the rules, requiring members to report
fees received for appearances before state agencies, prohibiting
members of the House and employees of the House to conduct private
business from the State House, regulating the use of official titles,
stationery and other official references in the pursuit of private and
personal business, requiring the Ethics committee to keep certain
records and that such records be supplied to each member of the House
and requiring all meetings of the Ethics committee to be open to the
public (House, No. 6613), reports that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

HOUSE No. 6613

WILLIAM Q. MacLEAN, Jr.



[September 1977]HOUSE No. 66137

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

Ordered, That the Ethics Committee on the part of the House of
Representatives, evaluate the following matters and recommend
whatever action, if any, to the House of Representatives.

I. Violations have occurred for the past twelve years in the voting
procedures by which we create our laws and no constructive or
precautionary steps or procedures have been established or im-
plemented to provide a means of monitoring against future violations.

2. To see that the Rules of the House and proper courtesy are not
routinely and daily violated.

3. There have been serious indications of violations of law in the
matter of some members collecting daily expense allowances when
they have not been in daily attendance at the State House.

This situation was so stated on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives by the Representative who sponsored House Bill 1516requiring
legislators to sign for their daily expenses under the penalties of perjury
which was subsequently referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means on April 5.

4. Any legislator who represents any person, organization, group,
or corporation before any state department, division, or agency,
directly or indirectly, for a fee shall be required to report the name and
address, the fee collected, and the purpose, to the Ethics Committee in
writing on or before June 30 of each year. Such information shall be a
matter of public record.

5. To prohibit any member or employee from conducting private
business from within the State House as a daily and continuous
occurrence.

6. To require that no member be allowed to use his public office,
title, stationery or other official reference in the pursuit of his private or
personal business.

7. That a Code of Ethics be drawn for members and employees of
the House of Representatives, including financial disclosure.

8. That records of all meetings and all votes of the Ethics Committee
be properly kept and that each member of the committee be given a
copy of such minutes.

9. That all meetings of the Ethics Committee be open meetings
unless it is voted to go into executive session and the vote of each
member who votes is recorded.
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