
HOUSE 6762
By Messrs. Buffone of Worcester and Nickinello of Natick, petition

of Charles J. Buffone and Louis R. Nickinello for a change in the law
relative to competitive bidding on public construction contracts to
include all state awarding authorities. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

An Act to amend the competitive bidding statutes governing

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS TO INCLUDE ALL STATE AWARDING
AUTHORITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 30, Section 39M of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence of Paragraph (a)
3 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence;
4 “Every contract for the construction, reconstruction, alteration,
5 remodeling or repair ofany public work, or for the purchase ofany
6 material, as hereinafter defined, by the commonwealth, orpolitical
7 subdivision thereof or by any county, city, town, district, or
8 housing authority, and estimated by the awarding authority to cost
9 more than five thousand dollars in the case of the commonwealth,

10 or political subdivision thereof and more than two thousand
11 dollars in the case of any other such awarding authority, shall be
12 awarded to the lowest responsible and eligible bidder on the basis
13 of competitive bids publicly opened and read by such awarding
14 authority forthwith upon expiration of the time for the filing
15 thereof; provided, however, that such awarding authority may
16 reject any and all bids, if it is in the public interest so to do.”

1 SECTION 2. Section 44A of Chapter 149 is hereby amended by
2 striking out the first sentence thereof and inserting the following
3 sentence:
4 “Every contract for the construction, reconstruction, alteration,
5 remodeling, repair or demolition of any building by the
6 commonwealth, or political subdivision thereof or by any
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governmental unit thereof, estimated to cost more than five
thousand dollars in the case of the commonwealth, or political
subdivision thereof, and more than two thousand dollars in the
case of any governmental unit thereof, shall be awarded to the
lowest responsible and eligible general bidder on the basis of
competitive bids in accordance with the procedure set forth in the
provisions of sections forty-four B to forty-four L, inclusive.”
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SECTION 3. Section 19 of Chapter 161 A of the General Laws
as inserted by Chapter 563 of the Acts of 1964 is hereby amended
by striking out the third sentence thereof and inserting the
following sentence:
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“The provisions of general or special laws relative to rates of
wages, hours of employment and working conditions of public
employees, shall not apply to the authority nor to the employees
thereof, but the authority and its employees shall be governed with
respect to hours of employment, rates or wages, salaries, hours,
working conditions, health benefits, pensions and retirement
allowances of its employees by the laws relating to street railway
companies.”
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