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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith.
House Bill No. 6386, entitled, "An Act Relative to the Salaries
of Certain District Court Justices."

H.6386 would permit justices of the district court of
Nantucket and the district court of western Worcester to
serve part-time until July 1, 1979.

In 1975 more than fifty years after this reform was first
proposed, the General Court enacted and I signed into law
Chapter 863 making the office of district court justice full-
time and prohibiting the practice of law by such justices during
ordinary business hours. As I said then, "this legislation will
finally end the disturbing spectre of a judge who wears the o
robe of public servant in the morning and the hat of private
advocate in the afternoon." To now delay implementation of this
long sought-after reform in the case of two district courts
would be a serious mistake and a backward step towards a system
long held in disrepute.

I am extremely reluctant to approve any bill that allows
a justice who has assumed full-time responsibilities to now
revert to part-time status. If the caseload of these courts does
not warrant full-time service, the individual justice may be
assigned by the chief justice to other counties at no cost to
the "home" county. Furthermore, a serious constitutional question
is raised by H.6386. The salary of a sitting justice would be
reduced, a practice which may very well be impermissible.

I therefore recommend that H.6386 be amended by adding the
following section:

SECTION 6. If any provision of this act or the application
thereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other
provisions or applications of tlyis act which can be given effect
without the invalid provisions/fcr applications, and, to this end,
the provisions of this act ar/^severable.
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