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HOUSE No. 6776
Text of amendment (offered by Mr. Coffey of West Springfield) to

the engrossed Bill further regulating the dimensions ofsemitrailer units
(see House, No. 6191). November 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

1 Striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the following “SECTION 1. Chapter 90 of the General2
Laws is hereby amended by striking out section 19, as most3
recently amended by section 2 of chapter 35 oftheacts of 1977, and4

5 inserting in place thereof the following section:
6 Section 19. No motor vehicle or trailer, the outside width of

which is more than ninety-six inches or in the case of a motor bus7
one hundred and two inches or the extreme overall length ofwhich8
is more than thirty-three feet or, in the case of a truck, thirty-five9
feet, or in the case of a motor bus, forty feet, shall be operated on10
any way without a special permit so to operate from the board orII
officer having charge of such way or, in case of a state highway ora12
way determined by the department ofpublic works to be a through13
route, from said department; provided, that such width may be14
exceeded by the lateral projection of pneumatic tires beyond the15
rims of the wheels for such distance on either side of the vehicle or16
trailer as will not increase its outside width above one hundred two17
inches; provided, further, that such width may be further exceeded18
by the lateral projection of mirrors or other devices on semitrailer19
units, tractor-trailer combinations, tractors, commercial vehicles20
having aregistered gross weight in excess of ten thousand pounds,21

22 a bus or a school bus, so long as such mirrors or other devices will
23 not increase the outside width of such vehicles above one hundred

and twelve inches and provided such mirrors or other devices are24
25 so mounted as not to constitute a hazard to pedestrians on or
.26 adjacent to any public way. The overall length of a semitrailer unit
27 or tractor-trailer combination, wherever used, may exceed thirty-
28 three feet but shall not exceed sixty feet, except as authorized by a

special permit granted as aforesaid. The overall length of the29
30 semitrailer in a semitrailer unit or the trailer in a tractor-trailer
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HOUSE No. 6776 [November2

combination, except when used for the transportation of
irreducible loads, shall not exceed forty-five feet, except that the
owner, lessee or bailee of a semitrailer or trailer the overall length
of which exceeds forty-five feet but does not exceed forty-eight
feet, may obtain a permit from the department of public works, to
be called a “trailer length permit”, which shall be distinguished
from the special permit established under the provisions of this
paragraph. A trailer length permit shall prohibit the use of such,
semitrailer or trailer for the pick-up of goods from or delivery ov
goods to private residences. A trailer length permit shall restrict
such semitrailer or trailer to no more than one intermediate stop
where additional cargo may be picked up or part of the shipment
delivered between the point of entry into the commonwealth in the
case of shipments originating outside the commonwealth or the
point of origin in the case of shipments originating within the
commonwealth, and the point of delivery within the com-
monwealth or the point of exist from the commonwealth. A trailer
length permit shall be issued on an annual basis to the owner, lessee
or bailee of one or more such semitrailers or trailers for an annual
fee of fifty dollars for each semitrailer or trailer covered. The total
of all such fees paid by any single owner, lessee or bailee in any
calendar year for semitrailers or trailers registered in the
commonwealth shall not exceed the sum of one thousand dollars.
The trailer length permit shall list the manufacturer’s vehicle
identification number of each semitrailer or trailer covered, and a
copy thereof shall be carried on each such semitrailer or trailer or
in the tractor accompanying it. The trailer length permit may be
amended at any time by theaddition of one or more semitrailers or
trailers upon payment of the annual fee, subject to the foregoing
limitation on total fees. The department may suspend the
applicability of any trailer length permit to a specific trailer or
semitrailer for a period not exceeding ten days for the first
violation by such trailer or semitrailer in any two-year period of th ;̂
travel restrictions applicable to such permit, may suspend Xh*
applicability of such permit to the same trailer or semitrailer for a
period not exceeding thirty days for a subsequent violation of such
travel restrictions by the same trailer or semitrailer within such
two-year period, and shall revoke the applicability of such permit
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HOUSE No. 67761977] 3

to the same trailer or semitrailer when it finds that the holder
thereof has engaged in a pattern of repeated or continuous
violations by the same trailer or semitrailer of the terms of such
permit. The department may not suspend or revoke such appli-
cability when it finds that the owner, lessee or bailee of such
trailer had no actual or constructive knowledge of such violation
or violations at or before the time they were committed.
Notwithstanding the previous provisions of this section, the
combined overall length of a pole dolly or pole dickey and the load
being carried thereon may, while being used for the transportation
of poles or single units of lumber or metal, exceed forty-eight feet,
but the overall length when considered in combination with the
motor vehicle accompanying it shall not exceed sixty-five feet or,
in the case of an electric company as defined in chapter one
hundred and sixty-four, seventy feet, without a special permit as
provided for in this paragraph.
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Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no passenger
motor vehicle shall be operated on any way if such vehicle has the
side wall or thread of any tire projecting outward beyond the outer
portion of the fender or side body panel, unless such vehicle is
equipped with four-wheel drive or is otherwise modified and
intended for off-the-way use. No vehicle shall exceed a height of
thirteen feet six inches, except that a special permit may be issued
by the board or officer having charge of the ways for the operation
of a vehicle of a height in excess of this limitation. The aforesaid
dimensions of width, length and height shall be inclusive of the
load and load-holding devices. No motor vehicle registered under
the provisions of this chapter which has a total height exceeding
ten feet, excluding the height ofany load thereon shallbe operated
on any way unless such total height is painted or printed in letters
and numerals at least four inches high in a conspicuous place upon
the side or front of such vehicle. The foregoing limitations on
length shall not apply to any vehicle or combination of vehicles
being towed because of disablement or emergency. Except as
provided in this section, no trailer which with its load weighs more
than five thousand pounds, other than a semitrailer, a heavy duty
platform trailer, a cable-reel trailer, a house trailer, or a trailer
which is an apparatus or other object on wheels not used to

85
86
87
88
89
90
9.
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106



[November 1977]HOUSE No. 67764

transport other things for delivery, shall be operated or drawn on
any way without a permit so to operate from the board or officer
having charge of such way or, in case of a state highway or a way
determined by the department of public works to be a through
route, from said department. Any motor vehicle, trailer or other
vehicle which carries a crane, or boom whether or not permanently
or temporarily attached to said vehicle or trailer shall, if such crane
or boom extends more than four feet beyond the bed or body of
such vehicle or trailer, display at the extreme rear end of such crane
or boom a red light or red flag or cloth in the manner provided in
section seven; provided, however, that if such crane or boom
extends more than fifteen feet beyond the bed or body of such
vehicle or trailer, such vehicle or trailer shall not be operated or
drawn on any way unless another vehicle follows immediately
behind the projecting extremity of such crane or boom for the
purpose of protecting other vehicles approaching from the rear. A
trailer which with its load weighs not mote than six thousand
pounds may be operated or drawn upon any way, if such trailer is
used exclusively for agricultural purposes, but this provision shall
not prevent any trailer, if used exclusively for such purposes, from
being operated without registration upon any way in the manner
provided in section nine. A trailer which with its load weighs more
than three thousand pounds may be operated or drawn upon any
way for a distance not exceeding three hundred yards, if such
trailer is used for industrial purposes other than agricultural
purposes, for the purpose of going from property owned or
occupied by the owner of such trailer to other property so owned or
pccupied. No motor vehicle shall be operated on any way to draw
more than one trailer or other vehicle without a permit so to
operate from the department of public works.”.
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