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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith.
House Bill No. 4664, entitled, "An Act Requiring Hearings of
Governmental Bodies to Municipalities to be Held in Those
Areas or Municipalities."

H.4664 would require governmental bodies to hold a
hearing in the municipality when the subject matter of the
particular hearing concerns a single municipality, and to hold
a hearing in a specific geographic area when the subject matter
of the hearing concerns the particular geographic area. This
requirement would, in both cases, apply upon a written request
from the appropriate local officials.

I strongly support the goals of this bill. Too often those
of our citizens who live outside the Boston area feel cut off
from state government because much of what affects them takes
place at locations to which they have little practical access.
Along with my own semi-monthly town meetings and monthly
economic development conferences
heads to conduct their business,
most affected by a particular de
making such a requirement law.

I have encouraged our agency
whenever possible, in the area
ision. I see nothing wrong with

However, H.4664 is drafted so that its language covers far
more than its proponents intended. The kind of hearings that should
be brought within this requirement, and which the proponents intended
to cover, arc regulatory hearings that concern matters of general
interest, rather than adjudicatory proceedings that mainly affect
only a small number of individuals. In addition, H. 4664 does not
specify the time period before the scheduled date of a hearing by
which local officials should submit their request that the hearing
be held locally, nor does it provide who shall provide the hearing
facilities. The amendment I propose would resolve all these questions

I therefore recommend that H.4664 be amended by striking out
all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the
following: -i Chapter 30A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section 118 the following section:-

Section 11C. Any agency which is required by law to
conduct hearings, shall, it the subject matter of such hearing
solely concerns a single municipality, hold such hearing or a
substantial portion thereof in such municipality upon receipt
of a written request from the mayor of a city, the board of
selectmen of a town, or the council of a municipality having a
manager-council form of government received by the agency not less
than fourteen days before the scheduled date of the hearing. If
the subject matter of such hearing solely concerns a particular
geographic area of the commonwealth, the agency shall hold such



HOUSE No. 6779 [November 19779

hearing or a substantial portion thereof within such geographic
area upon receipt of written requests from a majority of the
mayors, boards of selectmen and councils of the cities and towns
which constitute such geographic area received by the agency not
less than fourteen days before the scheduled date of the hearing.
The municipality in which the hearing is held shall be responsible
for providing a hearing room and all other necessary facilities.
If no suitable place for holding the hearing is available in the
municipality, the municipality may arrange for the holding of the
hearing in another city or town that is reasonably convenient to
the participants. This section shall not apply to hearings held
as part of an adjudicatory proceed/ng, but this sentence shall
not be construed to res agency from holding an adjudicatory
hearing in any appropr-iti'te locat/koiy.
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