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MGH INSTITUTE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Introduction

The MGH Institute of Health Professions is an interdisciplinary graduate school that prepares
skilled health care specialists to become leaders in their clinical disciplines of nursing, physical
therapy, speech-language pathology and clinical investigation.  A faculty of more than 80, most
of whom are practicing clinicians, accomplishes this mission by:

• Integrating academic and clinical curricula and instruction
• Expanding and refining the scientific basis for clinical practice through research and

scholarship
• Developing innovative educational methods
• Developing new models of practice to foster provision of effective, affordable and ethical

health care

The Institute is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and
authorized by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to grant master’s and bachelor degrees,
professional degrees, and certificates of advanced study.

Founded by the Massachusetts General Hospital in 1977, the MGH continues as the Institute’s
parent corporation and remains the primary site for students’ clinical education.  The Institute
has clinical affiliation agreements at MGH and at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Network.
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Network is the Institute’s primary site for clinical training in a
non-acute setting.

Key Collaborations

Beyond the primary affiliations at MGH and Spaulding, students practice in more than 800 other
settings through partnerships with health care providers, public and private school systems, acute
care and community hospitals, rehabilitation centers, home care and social services agencies, and
community organizations.  The Graduate Programs in Physical Therapy had more than 200
placements during the academic year 2001-2002, resulting in over 45,000 clinical hours serving
a wide variety of clients in an array of settings.  Speech-language pathology students receive
onsite training in the Institute’s Speech, Language and Literacy Clinic at the newly renovated
Catherine Filene Shouse Building that provides free services to individuals with communication
disorders from the Greater Boston Community.   In addition, over 150 offsite clinical placements
of Communications Sciences and Disorders (CSD) students annually result in more than 17,000
hours of clinical service to patients annually.  Nursing students train at over 180 sites with a total
of more than 16,000 clinical hours.  Fourteen Clinical Investigation students participated in
mentored field experiences at eleven different sites providing 3,150 hours in service.

Patients and administrators at each of the sites benefit from the care and expertise of the students.
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Neighborhood Community Opportunities

While the Institute continues to participate in long-standing community activities all over the
Boston area, the Institute’s move to the Charlestown Navy Yard offered the opportunity to
participate in the Charlestown community as a neighbor.   Families from Charlestown are given
preference for available openings in the Speech, Language and Literacy Clinic.   Nursing faculty
member Ursula Kelly regularly sees patients at the MGH Charlestown Health Center.

With the expanded facility in the Shouse Building, the Graduate Program in Communication
Sciences and Disorders Language and Literacy Clinic strengthens the program’s commitment to
the convergence of science and practice by involving faculty and students in providing free
speech, language and reading services to children and adults from the Greater Boston area.
Faculty and students are able to facilitate assessments for over 50 clients per week.  The Hanson
Initiative for Language and Literacy (HILL) continues to provide teacher-training programs
designed to serve as a national model for improving reading and writing skills.

Community Service Philosophy

Faculty, students, and staff at the Institute participate in numerous community activities
throughout the year.

The faculty and students lend their knowledge to community efforts in their areas of expertise to
increase literacy among children and adults, provide health assessments for seniors, and extend
health education throughout local communities.

Over the past decade, almost a dozen Institute students have been named Albert Schweitzer
Fellows.  Most recently, nursing students Kevin Fairley and Todd Hultman were named as
Schweitzer Fellows.  Each year, the U.S. Fellows Program assists more than 125 students in
health related professions in completing 200-hour community service projects designed to
address an unmet health need.

Hultman's project provides hepatitis C education for injection drug users through the Cambridge
Health Alliance; Fairley is working with T.H.E. Brain Trust to train people with brain injuries in
the use of computer-based consumer health information systems and improve provider-patient
health care interactions in the homeless population.

For the eighth year, the staff organized a day of Institute participation in a gift-wrapping
fundraiser at Fanueil Hall over the holiday season.  The fundraiser raised more than $8,000 for
the Coalition for the Homeless.   The Staff Council also supported the Charlestown community
holiday decorating efforts with a donation.
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Highlights

• The Graduate Program in Communication Sciences and Disorder’s Speech, Language
and Literacy Clinic strengthens the program’s commitment to the convergence of science
and practice by involving faculty and students in providing free speech, language and
reading services to children and adults from the Greater Boston area. Over 50 clients and
families participate in the clinic weekly.

• CSD faculty member Dr. Marjorie Nicholas is leading a new free community program
within the CSD Speech, Language and Literacy Clinic, which provides augmentative and
other therapy services to adults with aphasia.

• As part of its community service mission, the CSD clinical faculty offers free educational
seminars to the public on topics related to communication. The most recent topic was,
“Language Development and Delay in Pre-schoolers: Strategies for Families.”

• The Hanson Initiative for Language and Literacy (HILL) continues to create whole
school change programs designed to serve as a national model for improving reading and
writing skills. The HILL has a local partnership with the Harvard Kent School in
Charlestown as well as numerous other schools across the state.

• The Hanson Initiative for Language and Literacy provided a free educational seminar day
for school principals entitled, “Are You Ready for No Child Left Behind? What Principals
Need To Know About Literacy In Their Schools.”

• CSD Faculty members Lesley Maxwell, Pam Hook, Charles Haynes, and Sharon Weiss-
Kapp acted as Literacy Trainer of Trainers by developing training modules for the
Massachusetts Department of Education’s BayState Readers teacher training grant.
Faculty members Jennifer Mackey, Ann Waters, and Maura Tourian were teacher trainers
as part of that program.

• Patricia Sullivan, Physical Therapy faculty member, and Karen Wolf, Nursing faculty
member, helped students in providing strength and balance testing and a fall prevention
program at the Cambridge Senior Center safety fair.

• Patricia Duynstee, Nursing faculty member, worked with the Community Service class
on health promotion and health education with individuals and groups of elders and
persons with disabilities at the Amy Lowell House.

• Nursing faculty members Katherine Simmonds and Ann Eldridge worked with the
Boston Health Care for the Homeless around health issues such as asthma management.
In addition, they worked with McGinnis Health addressing health education and low
level literacy issues.

• Students in Sullivan and Wolf’s class visited the Charlestown Center on Aging twice to
test balance and risk of falls, and implement an exercise program.
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Contact Information

For questions about this report, or for more information about the Institute’s community benefit
activities, please contact:

Lillian Johnson
MGH Institute of Health Professions

Charlestown Navy Yard
36 First Avenue

Boston, MA 02129
617-726-2947

ljohnson8@mghihp.edu


