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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI ot the

Amendments to the Constitution, 1 am returning herewith. House Bill
No. 6661, entitled, “An Act Providing for Expansion and Continued
Operation of the St. John of God Hospital in the City of Boston.”

H. 6661 would direct the Department of Public Health to grant a
certificate of need to St. John of God Hospital for the construction of a
60-bed chronic care hospital at an estimated cost of $4 million.

My general comments on the several bills now before me that direct
the granting of various individual certificates of need are contained in
my message of today returning with an amendment H. 2960, relating to
New England Baptist Hospital. All that I had to say in that message
about the effect of these bills on our effort to control health care costs
applies to this bill as well.

In addition, several points deserve mention with regard to this
particular bill. St. John of God Hospital has already been granted a
certificate of need, but for a nursing home. Although, as everyone
agrees, St. John provides a very high quality of care, the existing
number of chronic disease beds in the Boston area far exceeds the
need. After my veto of similar legislation was sustained last year, the
department staff and the local health planning agency worked very
hard with St. John to develop an alternative plan, and as a result the
certificate was granted allowing St. John to construct a 100-bcd
nursing home. Since then, St. John has apparently changed its plans,
and it is not presently clear to the department exactly how many beds
and at what levels they are requesting.

1 hope you will let this ongoing process take its course, rather than
stepping in through the legislative process to impose a solution that
does not meet the health care needs of the greater Boston area. The
department has more than demonstrated its good faith in the several
years it has been considering the issues raised by St. John. Your
approval of this bill in its current form would be a message to all
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concerned that the planning process must give way in this case to the
political process. The amendment 1 propose would reinstate the
planning process with regard to St. John, with a deadline for further
consideration and reporting to the Public Health Council on May I,
1978.

1 therefore recommend that H. 6661 be amended by adding at the
end the following: provided further, that said hospital, the
department, the local health planning council, and appropriate
community representatives shall attempt to develop a less costly
alternative that would accomplish the objectives of such application,
and the department shall report to the public health council the results
of such consideration not later than May I, 1978, and the council shall
within ninety days thereafter accept or reject either the original
application or a revised application based on such alternatives as the
department or the applicant may propose.


