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In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith. House Bill
No. 6806, entitled, “An Act Authorizing and Directing the Depart-
ment of Public Health to Classify a Certain Number of Beds at
Braemoor of Marlborough, Inc. for Level II and Level HI Patients."

This bill directs the Department of Public Health to grant a
certificate of need to up-grade and increase the bed quota of the
Braemoor Nursing Home of Marlborough from 41 level 1/II beds, 68
level 111 beds and 84 level IV beds to 57 level 111 beds and 139 level 1/11
beds.

The Department of Public Health reviewed this proposal earlier in
the year and the Public Health Council voted to deny the application in
October. The Department found a need for level I/H beds. The area is
already severely oversupplied with level 111 beds, however, in addition,
the size of the level 1/II unit proposed by the applicant clearly violates
the maximum unit size for these kinds of beds. Given these factors, the
Public Health Council had no choice but to deny the application.

My general comments on the several bills now before me that direct
the granting of various individual certificates of need are contained in
my message oftoday returning with an amendment H. 2960, relating to
the New England Baptist Hospital. All that I had to say in that message
about the effect of these bills on our effort to control health care costs
applies to this bill as well.

The construction of this particular project would add $154,868 per
year to the state Medicaid budget.

As with similar bills, 1 am proposing an amendment that would
require the applicant, the department and the local health planning
agency to work toward a lower cost alternative. This amendment is
reasonable and will ensure the preservation of the current situation
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until a final decision can be reached on such an alternative.
I therefore recommend that H. 6806 be amended by adding at the

end the following: provided further, that said nursing home, the
department, the local health planning council, and appropriate
community representatives shall attempt to develop a less costly
alternative that would accomplish the objectives of such application,
and the department shall report to the public health council the results
of such consideration not later than May 1, 1978, and the council shall
within ninety days thereafter accept or reject either the original
application or a revised application based on such alternatives as the
department or the applicant may propose.
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