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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill
No. 6590, entitled, “An Act Requiring the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority to Provide Gate Attendants at High Street
and Canal Street in the City of Medford Where Its Railroad Crosses
said Streets.”

H. 6590 requires the MBTA to station a gate attendant for 24 hours
each day at the railroad crossing at High Street in West Medford
Square. The MBTA now has automatic signal gates at the crossing,
and the city of Medford has petitioned the Department of Public
Utilities to order the MBTA to continue the gate attendant as well.

I understand and share the concerns of the residents of West
Medford who cross this busy intersection every day. and I will not take
any step that reduces the protection necessary for the residents’ safety.
At the same time, the MBTA has advised me that, in their opinion, 24-
hour-a-day coverage is clearly not necessary because very few trains
run on this track during evening and nighttime hours.

I am also reluctant to sign this bill as it is written because the entire
cost will fall on the Authority. The Authority estimates the annual cost
of this coverage, for this crossing only, at $BO,OOO. They are concerned
that approval of this bill in this form will set a precedent for the 59
similar crossings in their rail system, at a cost extending into the
millions of dollars. I believe that it is fair to ask the city to bear a
portion of this extra cost, since it is petitioning for the coverage, rather
than charging it all to the entire region. It is relevant to note, in this
regard, that the MBTA Advisory Board recently voted to reduce the
commuter rail budget by $400,000. and the city of Medford voted for
this reduction.
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1 therefore recommend that H. 6590 be amended by striking out
Section 1 and inserting in place thereof the following:

SECTION 1. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
shall provide gate attendants for such hours as the Authority and the
city of Medford shall agree on, but in no case less than twelve hours per
day, at the intersection of the Authority’s railroad line and High Street
in the city of Medford. Said city shall be responsible for one-half of the
total cost of providing such attendants, and shall pay such share as a
direct payment to the Authority in addition to the annual assessment

to said city on behalf of the Authority.


