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I an returning, herewith, without my approval. House Bill
No. 6531, entitled, "An Act Making Appropriations for the
Fiscal Year Nineteen Hundred and Seventy-Eight for the Maintenance
of Middlesex County, its Departments, Boards, Commissions and
Institutions, of Sundry Other Services, for Certain Permanent
Improvements, for Interest and Debt Requirements, and to Meet
Certain Requirements of Law and Granting a County Tax for Said
County. "

H.6551 is the fiscal year 1978 budget for Middlesex County.
It appropriates $37,480,340.41 for county expenditures - an
increase of $4,202,042.99 over fiscal year 1977. More significantly,
however, the county tax authorization, setting the limit to be
paid by the property taxpayers of the cities and towns of
Middlesex County, represents an increase of $6,376,946.78 over
fiscal 1977.

Much of this increase results from the creation of new
permanent positions and job reclassifications. As was the case
with previously enacted appropriations for various other counties,
I cannot at this time approve any measure that will place substantial
additional burden upon the taxpayers of the county. I previously
submitted amendments that would have struck out 40 new permanent
positions and 29 reclassifications. This action was fully
supported by the Middlesex County Advisory Board, representing
the cities and towns whose taxpayers bear the ultimate cost of
county government.

H.6531 also includes $2,000,000 for a reserve for salary
increases. According to calculations of the Bureau of Accounts,
$1,700,000 is sufficient to meet all salary increases not funded
in individual accounts during the coming calendar year. Accordingly,I recommended that this item be reduced by that amount.

Unfortunately, both these amendments were rejected, with very
little debate. That leaves me no alternative but to veto this
budget because I cannot approve the assessment of an unnecessary
$650,000 on the already overburdened property taxpayers of Middlesex
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County. Given the recent history of this county in particular,
the overriding consideration in approving its budget should
be extreme care in allowing increased expenditures and creating
new positions. The handling of the amendments I proposed, with
little attempt to defend or justify the funds involved and no
attempt whatsoever to discuss reasonable compromises, leaves
serious doubt that such care was exercised.

If this veto is sustained, I will immediately file for the
1978 session this budget as I had proposed to amend. Those
members of the Committee on Counties, and those county officials,
who have expressed concern about the county's need to borrow
funds in anticipation of the passage of a budget should then
work to expedite the passage of that budget. As it stands, the
cost of borrowing incurred since I first considered this budget
is well below the amount that would have been saved if my amend-
ments had been accepted. Each legislator from Middlesex county,
in particular, should before voting on this veto consider
whether the property taxpayers of /his city or town will have
been well served by his action. /
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