
HOUSE No. 6937

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE . BOSTON 02133

IAEL S DUKAKIS
GOVERNOR

December 30, 1977

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments to the
Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No. 6745, entitled, "An Act
Relative to Certain Tidelands Along the Atlantic Avenue and Commercial Street
Waterfront in the City of Boston."

H 6745 would continue for an additional five years a 1972 law that expired
this year restricting the granting of licenses to fill land or erect structures
along certain portions of the Boston waterfront. It would also insert further
restrictions on the development of Lewis and Comnercial wharves, limiting the
height of certain structures to that existing on January 1, 1972.

H 6745 presents a number of complicated legal and policy questions, and it
is only after serious consideration, and extensive discussions by my staff with
all interested parties, that 1 concluded that I cannot sign it in its present
fom. The purpose of H 6745 is to prevent any interference with the harbor view
available to both the residents of the waterfront area and the general public.
lam very sympathetic to these concerns. My conclusion is not that they are
inwarranted, but rather that state legislation may be an improper way to control
this kind of local development. lam hesitant to encourage the use of the state
legislative process as a last-resort means of dealing with local development
issues, even those that do partake of a clear state interest as this situation
does. Instead, 1 urge the developer, the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the
local residents to work together during the coming months to deal with the very
legitimate concerns of the residents. Given a spirit of reasonable conpromise
by all involved, 1 hope that sound development of the waterfront areas can go
forward without seriously damaging those unique characteristics that have made
this area attractive to so many people. My Office of State Planning stands
ready to provide any assistance that may facilitate this process. A successful
outcome of these negotiations will render moot any further legislation of this
kind, and save both the General Court and I the necessity of again confronting
these complex issues. /]

I therefore recommend that H 6745 be amended by striking out Sections 2 and 3.
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