
HOUSE No. 40
Accompanying the first recommendation of the Executive Office

of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation (House, No. 39). Public
Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

An Act relative to motor vehicles and aircraft.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by deleting
2 section 7N thereof, and adding in its place the following
3 section;
4 Section 7N. Notwithstanding any disclaimer of warranty, a
5 motor vehicle contract of sale may be voided by the buyer if the
6 motor vehicle fails to pass, within seven days from the date of
7 such sale, the safety or combined safety and emissions inspection
8 at an inspection station licensed pursuant to Section Seven W;
9 provided, that the defects which are the reasons for the failure

10 to issue a certificate of inspection were not caused by the abusive
11 or negligent operation of the motor vehicle or by damage resulting
12 from an accident or collision occuring after the date of the sale;
13 and provided, further that the cost of repairs necessary to permit
14 the issuance of a certificate of inspection exceeds ten percent of
15 the purchase price of the motor vehicle.
16 In order to void a motor vehicle sale under this section the buyer
17 shall, within fourteen days from the date of sale, notify the seller
18 of his intention to do so, deliver the motor vehicle to the seller,
19 provide the seller with a written statement signed by an authorized
20 agent of such inspection station stating the reasons why the motor
21 vehicle failed to pass the safety or combined safety and an estimate
22 of the cost of necessary repairs. The buyer shall be entitled to a
23 refund of his purchase price unless the buyer and seller agree in
24 writing that the seller may make the necesary repairs at his own
25 cost and expense within a reasonable period of time thereafter.
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26 This section shall apply to motor vehicles purchased for the
27 immediate personal or family use of the buyer or any motor
28 vehicle designed for the carriage of passengers and used primarily
29 for business.
30 In the event the seller does not refund the purchase price to the
31 buyer or make the necessary repairs, as provided above, within
32 a reasonable period of time thereafter; the buyer shall be entitled
33 to sue therefor and recover the actual damages sustained, together
34 with the costs of suit, including reasonable attorney fees. If the
35 courts finds that seller intentionally refused to act in accordance
36 with the provisions of this section, the court may award up to three
37 times the amount of actual damages sustained, together with the
38 costs of suit, including reasonable attorney fees.


