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Editor’s Note:   
Dear Readers - our move to ITD has been preoccupying us and we apologize for missing our regular 
publication schedule.  We expect to be back on our normal cycle going forward. 
 
Welcome to the forty-fourth edition of the MassGIS GISette, a bi-monthly newsletter e-mailed to more than 
1,800 of our users and partner agencies to keep them informed of data updates, GIS events, and on-going 
technology developments. This newsletter will not replace more focused e-mails that many of you currently 
receive. A page on our website has been created for the GISette. There you will find back issues of the 
GISette and an online subscription form. 
 
While our primary intent in publishing the GISette is to disseminate information related to MassGIS 
initiatives and data development in particular, we also see the GISette as a means of communicating public 
agency GIS news.  So we encourage readers to send in updates or announcements concerning public agencies 
that they would like included in the GISette.  We particularly want to encourage submission of 
announcements concerning data development projects.  Announcements should be sent to Paul Nutting at 
paul.nutting@state.ma.us. 

 
 

Business Plan for Standardized Statewide Assessors Parcels 
 

Thank you to the more than 200 people who participated in the seven workshops we held around 
the state last spring.  The next step for this project was the completion of version 2.0 of the digital 
parcel standard, which has now been completed; the new version is now on the MassGIS 
website.  In tandem, an RFQ has been released to vendors on two pre-existing state contracts to 
procure services for digitizing parcels and upgrading existing data to Level III of the new 
standard. This RFQ is the first big step toward developing statewide standardized assessor 
parcel mapping.  We are finalizing agreements with our selected vendors and anticipate work will 
proceed in over 100 communities between now and the end of June with even more communities 
scheduled for fiscal year 2012.  Once we have concluded agreements with our selected vendors, 
we will contact officials in the communities involved. 
 

MassGIS on the Move 
 

As mentioned in the last issue of the GISette, as of July 1, MassGIS is now officially part of 
the state’s Information Technology Division within the Executive Office of Administration 
and Finance.  This month, we will be moving to a new location in the McCormack State 
Office Building and our telephone numbers will be changing.  We will be working up to and 
through the move to ensure seamless access for our customers to data and web 
applications.  In addition, we will be rolling out new forms of data access that should be 
more convenient (download only what you need, stay in sync with the entire database.)   
Stay tuned for further developments.   
 

2009 USGS/MassGIS Orthophotos 
 

The 2009 orthophotos have been posted for download as MrSID tiles. These, combined with the 
2008 orthos, now constitute a seamless statewide coverage with a 30CM pixel resolution, which 
we are treating as one product. We also have 15CM resolution tiles for 44 towns; these are the 
communities that were able to participate in the “buy-up” opportunity. The process of selecting the 
image tiles you want to download has been simplified using a new mapping interface that allows 
the user to select all the tiles of a particular town or to drag a box to define the area of interest. 
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The tile numbers are then sent to a spread sheet that can be used to create batch download files.  
 
The tiles have also been combined to create 37 regional 30CM MrSID mosaics and 22 15CM 
mosaics, which can be ordered on DVD using our order forms. Another new ordering feature 
allows the user to choose any of the mosaics for delivery on DVD(s) as opposed to being forced 
to buy a grouped region. Each DVD is $60 and will hold 3-5 mosaics. Due to their large size, if 
someone wants to order statewide mosaics or tiff format image tiles, we are requiring that they 
ship us a hard drive for any orders that would fill 5 or more DVDs.  As many of you are aware, the 
MassGIS FTP server has had some performance problems in recent months.  MassGIS sends 
out a big “Thank You” to GIS Manager Mike Olkin and the citizens of Amherst, MA for temporarily 
hosting the imagery on their website and for providing the tile selection mapping interface.  Soon, 
we will have our new FTP capability set-up. 
 

2010 LiDAR Data Acquisition 
 

The USGS has awarded ARRA grant funding to 6 northeastern states, including portions of 
eastern Massachusetts, for new detailed elevation data acquired using LiDAR.  The USGS is also 
conducting the procurement.  Additional funds provided by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Executive Office of Administration and Finance and the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation are being used to extend the coverage area and to increase the density of the 
elevation points collected.  The average ground spacing (“posting density”) of the elevation points 
acquired in Massachusetts will be one meter.  More details concerning this project can be found 
in a presentation from the USGS contractor provided through the New England Chapter of 
URISA; the presentation can be found at http://www.neurisa.org/NE_LiDAR_Project - NOTE the 
project map in this presentation is NOT Current.  These data will be useful for a wide variety of 
applications including identifying structures and assessing the vulnerability of transportation and 
other infrastructure by modeling coastal and inland flooding during storm events; the data will also 
support analysis related to long-term sea level rise and its impact on coastal areas.   

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has very recently contributed additional funds to 
extend the area of data acquisition so almost a third of the state will be covered.  The project area 
includes portions or all of the following counties:  Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, Bristol, Plymouth, 
Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket.  MassGIS will be distributing data from this project through its 
website in late 2011.   
 

Database Updates
 
• Schools Layer Updated - 11/23/2010 

This minor update includes both spatial and attribute edits for the Barnstable public schools to 
account for school closings and grade realignment; spatial adjustment of the Bird Middle 
School in Walpole; the addition of the King K-8 School in Boston; TOWN changed to 
'BOXFORD' for the Masconomet Regional high & middle schools; and spatial adjustment of 
the Paul A Dever School and the John W McCormack School in Boston and The Veterans 
School in Saugus.   

• NRCS SSURGO-Certified Soils Updated - 11/5/2010 
Data are now available for the Plymouth County survey area. All data downloads have been 
updated, both shapefiles and Access databases.    

• OpenSpace Updated - 11/5/2010 
Since the last web publication in June, the protected open space editors continued to make 
many enhancements to the database. At least some level of editing was performed in 147 
towns affecting nearly 8,800 acres. Numerous conservation restrictions were mapped in 
towns such as Peru, Yarmouth, Wrentham, and Worthington. New agricultural preservation 
restrictions were digitized by DAR in Alford, Greenfield, and Sunderland and several other 
towns. DCR made many important database changes including ones to the Blue Hills 
Reservation in Canton and Randolph as well as the Leominster State Forest in Leominster 
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and Westminster. DFG added some new acquisitions to the database in the Black Brook 
WMA in Middleborough and Millers River WMA in Royalston and several others. A new 
shapefile and personal geodatabase have been placed on our ftp site, representing data 
updated as of 11/5/10.    

• DCR Pools Layer Updated - 7/8/10 
Attribute updates include the Petro Pool being closed and Thompson Pool being open. Other 
minor updates are also included, but nothing affecting the datalayer’s unique ID field, spatial 
accuracy or symbology.    

• Ice Rinks Layer Updated - 6/18/10 
The FACIL_TYPE for the Flynn Rink in Medford was changed to 'DCRP'. The facility is no 
longer DCR-owned and operated; Friends of the Flynn Rink, Inc. has signed an agreement 
with DCR to manage the property.    

• C21E and AUL Point Layers Updated - 6/14/2010 
MassDEP has updated the Tier Classified Oil and/or Hazardous Material Sites (MGL c. 21E) 
and Oil and/or Hazardous Material Sites with Activity and Use Limitations (AUL) layers. For 
the C21E layer, 180 sites were added and 182 were removed. For the AUL layer, 55 sites 
were added and four were removed. 

  
Online Mapping Applications 

 
Online BioMap2 Viewer 
The Department of Fish & Game has developed a new mapping application called BioMap2
for its Natural Heritage and Endangered Species program. Its purpose is to guide strategic 
biodiversity conservation in Massachusetts over the next decade by focusing land protection and 
stewardship on the areas that are most critical for ensuring the long-term persistence of rare and 
other native species and their habitats, exemplary natural communities, and a diversity of 
ecosystems. BioMap2 is also designed to include the habitats and species of conservation 
concern identified in the State Wildlife Action Plan. The data used in this viewer will be made 
available for download soon. 
 
DEP Welldriller program's Searchwell application: 
DEP's Welldriller program has an OpenLayers application that uses the MassGIS GeoServer web 
mapping services.  Use the interface to Searchwell to narrow down the results on the map.   
 
Northern Middlesex Registry of Deeds Subdivision Plan Mapping Tool: 
The Northern Middlesex Registry of Deeds hired a consultant to write an application that enables 
their staff to create geographic extents for plans.  Associating an extent with each plan will make 
it much easier to identify all the plans in a given location. The application is being hosted at 
MassGIS and communicates with the GeoServer web mapping services.  For more information 
contact Richard.Howe@state.ma.us. 
 
Online Mapping- Behind the Scenes Tidbits 
 

Work has begun by The Open Planning Project's OpenGeo on several GeoServer 
improvements sponsored by the Massachusetts Ocean Partnership. MassGIS will be 
assisting in testing the improvements.  The most complex and interesting task will monitor 
and create statistics on request traffic, called the GeoServer Monitoring extension. 
 
DEP Using MassGIS Webservices at NEARC Conference Presentation 
DEP’s Huaining Zhu presented at the NEARC conference on Nov 9th about DEP online 
mapping using MassGIS web mapping services.  
 
Members of the OSGeo Boston (open source geographic technology users) met a second 
time in July for a lively talk about the OpenLayers project.  To be included on the list for 
upcoming meetings, visit this page: http://www.osgeo.org/mailman/listinfo/boston or contact 
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Huaining.Zhu@state.ma.us.  
 
MapAccess, the Syncline built custom WMS/WFS/geocoding front end to ArcIMS, has been 
officially retired!  The MapAccess product provided a WMS/WFS and geocoding interface for 
applications to use before GeoServer become the standard WMS/WFS in use at MassGIS.  
The MapAccess project was first started in 2001 and powered OLIVER and other applications 
for many years.  Over time OLIVER and other applications using MapAccess were rewritten 
to use GeoServer for WMS/WFS and geocoding directly from ArcIMS. 
 
Christian Spanring of MAPC organized a meeting of open source geospatial users (OSGeo 
Boston) at the Bocoup Lofts.  Andy Dufilie of UMass Lowell's Open Indicators Consortium did 
a presentation on WEAVE and Huaining Zhu did a presentation of DEP's use of OpenLayers 
along with Google and MassGIS Web Mapping Services. Sign up for the OSGeo mailing list 
here. 

  
   

Any comments or suggestions about the GISette are welcome – send to paul.nutting@state.ma.us. 
 
MassGIS - The Commonwealth’s Office of Geographic Information is located within the Information 
Technology Division at the Executive Office of Administration and Finance and is charged with the 
collection, enhancement, storage and dissemination of the Commonwealth’s geographic data. 
 

Massachusetts Geographic Information System (MassGIS) 
251 Causeway St.  Suite 500   
Boston, MA 02114 
 
Phone: (617) 626-1238 
Fax: (617) 626-1249 
 
Our new address beginning January 24, 2011, will be: 
  

Information Technology Division – MassGIS 
One Ashburton Place - Room 1601 
Boston, MA 02108 

 

 

Christian Jacqz, Director 
John Letchford, Acting CIO

Timothy Murray, Lt. Governor 
Deval Patrick, Governor 
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