
HOUSE 1992
By Mr. Moore of Uxbridge, petition of Michael J. Connolly,

Richard T. Moore, Stanley C. Rosenberg, Robert M. Koczera,
Philip Travis and Thomas M. Petrolati for legislation to further
regulate voter registration. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three

An Act further regulating voter registration.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 4 the following section:
3 Section 4A. This section shall apply in a city or town only if
4 either the board of registrars of voters, or town meeting or the
5 city or town council subject to the provisions of the charter, votes
6 to accept its provisions. Forms used in obtaining the information
7 required by section four shall include at least two blank affidavits
8 ofregistration in the form prescribed by section thirty-six, except
9 that the word “TITLE” shall be replaced by the words

10 “ADDRESS OF WITNESS.” The form shall include such
11 additional information and instructions as the state secretary may
12 prescribe. One or more residents of the household to which said
13 form is addressed may register as voters by completing and signing
14 such an affidavit in the presence of a witness eighteen years of
15 age or older, who shall add his signature and residential address,
16 and by returning the form to the office of the registrars of voters,
17 in person or by mail. If the information required by section four
18 is obtained by personal visit, or by the method in section ten A,
19 forms containing such blank affidavits shall be left for the use of
20 residents of such buildings or any person obtaining such
21 information shall for such purpose be deemed to be appointed
22 as a deputy registrar with the authority to register persons to vote.
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23 Upon receipt of said completed and signed affidavit, the
24 registrars shall certify that they have received said affidavit, shall
25 date the affidavit which shall be the date of registration, and shall
26 add the persons name to the current annual register of voters in
27 accordance with sections forty-six and forty-seven A. Incomplete
28 affidavits, or affidavits from the facts set forth in which it appears
29 that a person is not qualified to register to vote shall be subject
30 to the provisions of section forty-seven. If the affidavit at
31 registration of any person is received by the registrars 28 days
32 prior to a preliminary, primary or election such person if otherwise
33 qualified shall be registered and his name shall be placed in the
34 voting lists as a registered voter for all later preliminaries,
35 primaries or elections and such person shall be so notified. The
36 provisions of sections two, six, seven, eight, and nine of chapter
37 fifty-six, relative to penalties for offenses concerning the
38 registration of voters, shall so far as pertinent, apply to persons
39 registering to vote under this section.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 26 the following section:
3 Section 26A. A person may apply to register to vote pursuant
4 to the provisions of section one or by request in writing or by
5 telephone to the registrar of voters. A completed affidavit may
6 be returned to the registrar of voters in person or by mail;
7 provided, however, that such affidavit shall be postmarked no
8 later than 28 days prior to a preliminary, primary or election or
9 special election.

10 The affidavit shall be witnessed by one person eighteen years
11 of age or older. The name, address and, if available, the daytime
12 telephone number of the person witnessing such affidavit shall be
13 legibly written or printed thereon. The witness shall not be a
14 candidate for public office as of the date of the execution of the
15 affidavit.
16 If the registrar determines that the applicant is qualified and
17 his affidavit is legible and complete, he shall mail the applicant
18 written notification that the affidavit of registration has been
19 approved.
20 Within five working days after receiving an affidavit and
21 fourteen working days after receiving a registration affidavit from
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22 the annual sheet listings, the registrar of voters shall send to the
23 registrant a receipt of the registration marked on the envelope “do
24 not forward”. If any receipt is returned as undeliverable, the
25 voter’s registration shall be void.
26 A mail-in affidavit shall be rejected for any of the following
27 reasons:
28 (i) An incomplete portion thereof which makes it impossible
29 for the registrar to determine the eligibility of the applicant to
30 register;
31 (ii) A portion of the application which is illegible in the opinion
32 of the registrar and makes it impossible to determine the eligibility
33 of the applicant to register;
34 (iii) The registrar is unable to determine, from the address and
35 information stated thereon, the precinct in which the voter should
36 be assigned.
37 (iv) The applicant is not qualified to register to vote.
38 This section shall apply in a city or town only upon its
39 acceptance by such city or town.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section 28 the following
3 section:
4 Section 28A. They shall hold a continuous session from nine
5 o’clock ante meridian until six o’clock in the evening on the last
6 day for registration prescribed under section twenty-six, except
7 that in towns having less than one thousand voters said session
8 shall be sufficient if it includes the time from two to four o’clock
9 in the afternoon and from five to six o’clock in the evening;

10 provided, however, that they shall hold a continuous session from
11 six o’clock ante meridian until twelve o’clock noon on the
12 Saturday preceding the last day for registration for all elections;
13 provided, further, that if such Saturday is not more than two days
14 before or after a legal holiday, such session shall be held on the
15 second Saturday preceding the last day to register to vote.
16 This section shall apply to a city or town only upon its
17 acceptance by such city or town and in those cities and towns
18 which accept this section, section twenty-eight shall not apply;
19 provided, however, that if a city or town accepts the provisions
20 of section four A, it shall accept this section.



HOUSE - No. 1992 [January4

1 SECTION 4. Section twenty-nine Bof said chapter fifty-one
2 is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 298 the following two sections:
3 Section 29C. They shall, in some suitable place, hold a
4 continuous session from five o’clock in the evening until seven
5 o’clock in the evening, on the twentieth day preceding a special
6 state election; from five o’clock in the evening until seven o’clock
7 in the evening on the twentieth day preceding a special city or town
8 election; and from five o’clock in the evening until seven o’clock
9 in the evening, on the tenth day prceding a special town meeting,

10 except in towns having representative town meetings. Registration
11 shall cease at seven o’clock in the evening of the day on which
12 such session is held preceding a special state election and may
13 cease at seven o’clock in the evening, of the day on which such
14 session is held preceding a special town meeting or a special city
15 or town election; provided, however, that no such registration
16 session shall continue beyond seven o’clock in the evening.
17 This section shall apply in a city or town only upon its
18 acceptance by such city or town and in those cities and towns
19 which accept this section, section twenty-nine A shall not apply;
20 provided, however, that if a city or town accepts the provisions
21 of section four A, it shall accept this section.
22 Section 29D. They shall, in some suitable place in every city
23 or town wherein there is to be a special state, city or town primary,
24 hold a session on the twentieth day preceding such primary.
25 Registration shall cease at seven o’clock in the evening of the day
26 on which such a session is held preceding a special state primary
27 and may cease at seven o’clock in the evening of the day on which
28 such a session is held preceding a special city or town primary;
29 provided, however, that no such registration sessioin shall
30 continue beyond seven o’clock in the evening. The provisions of
31 this section applicable in the case of a special city or town primary
32 shall apply also in the case of a special preliminary election held
33 in any city under chapter forty-three, or in any city or town under
34 any special law.
35 This section shall apply in a city or town only upon its
36 acceptance by such city or town and in those cities and towns



HOUSE - No. 19921993] 5

37 which accept this section, section twenty-nine A shall not apply;
38 provided, however, that if a city or town accepts the provisions
39 of section four A, it shall accept this section.

1 SECTION 6. Section 30 if said chapter 51, as appearing in
2 the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 third sentence.








