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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

An Act relative to definition of a political party.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The definition of “Political Party” in section lof chapter 50
2 of the General Laws, as recently amended by section 2of chapter
3 483 of Acts of 1991, is hereby amended by striking said definition
4 and inserting the following new definition:
5 “Political Party” shall apply to an association, committee, or
6 organization which nominates a candidate or candidates for
7 election to any statewide offices. A party at either of the two
8 preceding biennial state elections shall have polled for any
9 statewide office at least three per cent (3%) of the entire vote cast

10 for that office. A party which at either of the two preceding
11 biennial state elections polled at least one per cent (1%) of the
12 entire vote cast for any office elected by voters in a jurisdiction
13 or district that is less than the entire state, shall have the rights
14 of a political party in that jurisdiction or district. Any political
15 party as defined in this section which at the preceding biennial
16 state election did not poll more than twenty per cent (20%) of the
17 entire vote cast for any statewide office shall be a “minor political
18 party” and shall nominate its candidates by convention or primary
19 in accordance with its own constitution and bylaws and assume

20 all costs of the convention or primary. Such parties shall be eligible
21 to conduct primaries at the next following biennial state election.
22 With reference to municipal elections and primaries and caucuses
23 for the nomination to city and town offices, “political party” shall
24 include a municipal party.
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