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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nmeis Three.

A n Act relative to the treatment of breast and prost ate cancer

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

Section 70E of chapter 1 11 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended bv striking out
3 lines 117 to 119 and inserting in place thereof the following4 clause:

(h) in the case of a patient suffering from any form of breast 
6 or prostate cancer, or who, in the judgment of a physician, is at 

high risk of being diagnosed as having breast or prostate cancer
8 shall inform such patient of the medically viable treatment
9 alternatives available to such patient; shall describe such 

10 treatment alternatives; and shall explain the relative advantages,
1 1 disadvantages, and risks associated with the treatment alternatives
12 to the extent deemed necessary to allow the patient to make a
13 prudent decision regarding such treatment options. Incompliance
14 with this subsection:
15 (a) The physician may, in his discretion:
16 1. Orally communicate such information directlv to the patient
17 or the patient’s legal representatives;
18 2. Provide the patient or the patient’s legal representative with19 a copy of the written summaries prepared in accordance with this
20 section and express his willingness to discuss the summary with
21 the patient or the patient’s legal representative; or
22 3. Both communicate such information directly and provide a
23 copy of the written summary to the patient or the patient’s legal
24 representative for further consideration and possible later25 discussion.
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(b) In providing such information, the physician shall take into 
consideration the emotional state of the patient, the physical state 
of the patient, and the patient’s ability to understand the 
information.

(c) The physician may, in his discretion and without restriction, 
recommend any mode of treatment which is in his judgment the 
best treatment for the patient.

Nothing in this subsection shall reduce other provisions of law 
regarding informed consent.

(3) Records. Every physician treating a patient who is, or in 
the judgment of the physician is at high risk of being diagnosed 
as having breast or prostate cancer shall indicate on such patient’s 
medical record compliance or noncompliance with the provisions 
of subsection (2).


