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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

We are filing herewith for your consideration the attached
legislative proposal entitled, "An Act to Further Punish the
Possession and Use of Firearms by Convicted Felons."

This legislation creates the crime of "felon in possession"
and subjects anyone who has been convicted of three prior
felonies involving the distribution of drugs and/or crimes of
violence and who is apprehended for carrying a firearm without a
license, to a mandatory minimum sentence of ten years. The
maximum penalty for the offense would be twenty years.
Additionally, the legislation establishes a separate crime, "the
use of a firearm in the commission of a felony", punishable by a
mandatory minimum sentence of five years and an enhanced maximum
sentence of fifteen years.

The use of firearms by dangerous and violent felons
jeopardizes the safety of the citizens of the Commonwealth as
well as members of our law enforcement community. These new
statutes will enable the Commonwealth to put such offenders away
for extended periods of time, in a fashion similar to that which
has been successfully employed under federal law.

We respectfully request your
proposal.

prompt consideration of this

Respectfully submitted

William F. Weld
Governor ,fjfaJL

■O Paul Cellucci
Lzeutenant Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

An Act to further punish the use and possession of firearms by

CONVICTED FELONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 269 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1990
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section 10D
3 the following new sections:
4 Section 10E. Whoever, having been previously convicted of
5 three felonies involving either a crime of violence or a violation
6 of the controlled substance act, committed on occasions different
7 from one another, violates the provisions of section 10(a) or 10(c)
8 of this chapter, or whoever, having been previously convicted of
9 two such felonies committed on occasions different from one

10 another, if the instant arrest and subsequent conviction includes
11 commission of a felony the elements of which are separate and
12 distinct from said violation of section 10(a) or 10(c), violates the
13 provisions of section 10(a) or 10(c) of this chapter, shall be
14 punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not
15 less than ten years nor more than twenty years, provided that said
16 sentence shall not be reduced to less than ten years nor suspended,
17 nor shall a person so convicted be placed on probation.
18 As used in this section the term “crime of violence” means an
19 offense that has as an element of the offense the use, attempted
20 use, or threatened use of physical force against the person or
21 property of another, or any other offense that is a felony and that,
22 by its nature, involves a substantial risk that physical force against
23 the person or property of another may be used in the course of
24 committing the offense.
25 Section 10F. Whoever makes use of a firearm, as defined in
26 section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
27 forty, a rifle, shotgun or machine gun in the course of or in
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28 connection with the commission or attempted commission of
29 another felony shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
30 prison for not more than 15 years or by a fine of not more
31 than $50,000 or by both, provided that the sentence imposed shall
32 not be less than 5 years, which sentence may not be suspended
33 or reduced until such person shall have served 5 years.
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