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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

250 WASHINGTON STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108-4619, NOVEMBER 2, 1998

The Honorable Robert E. MacQueen
Clerk of the House of Representatives

State House, Room 145
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. MacQueen;

In accordance with section thirty-three of chapter thirty of the
General Laws, the Department of Public Health submits its proposed
1999 legislative package to your office for filing. Attached is a listing
of the enclosed legislative package.

If you have any questions or comments regarding these proposals,
please contact Paul Jacobsen in my office at 624-5270.

Respectfully submitted.

HOWARD K. KOH M.D., MPH,
Commissioner.



2 [JanuaryHOUSE— No. 118

1. An Act relating to substance abuse services (refile).

This bill will merge and formalize the administrative unification of
the Division of Alcoholism and the Division of Drug Rehabilitation
by unifying their advisory boards and the responsibilities of the
Director as the Director of Substance Abuse Services.

2. An Act concerning the renewal of permits and licenses
ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (REFILE).

This legislation will delete language which requires the Division of
Food and Drugs to issue annual licenses. This change will grant addi-
tional administrative flexibility and allow for better utilization of per-
sonnel.

3. An Act relative to efficient injury reporting (refile)

This bill Amends Section 12A of Chapter 112 of the General Laws
to permit sharing of information pertaining to gunshot wounds and
burn injuries between the Colonel of the Massachusetts State Police
and the Commissioner of Public Health. This would result in more
efficient reporting and use of existing reporting requirements. Gun-
shot wounds and burn injuries are major public health problems
which require basic surveillance data to develop and evaluate effec-
tive prevention program Continuation.

4. An Act relating to birth, marriage and death records
(REFILE).

This legislation is intended to modernize the vital records statutes
which were passed 150 years ago. This legislation provides legal
basis for issuance of copies from an automated data base, grants the
legal ability to create a centralized data base for all vital records
accessible to all cities and towns; expands public’s access to vital
records; reduces fraudulent use of vital records by requiring issuance
of certified copies in legal and information only forms; provides the
basis to meet major federal mandates including issuance of certified
copies on a standard format on security paper and cross matching of

LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH



3No. 1181999] HOUSE

birth certificates with all individuals who have died; it also creates a
permanent funding stream to fund all activities at both the state and
local level.

5. An Act requiring immunization of certain students (refile)

This bill will further protect college students and the public from
immunizable diseases by amending the current law requiring entering
college students to show proof of immunization prior to entry and
eliminating the age limit of 30. It also extends the period of time
allowed for providing the required documentation, from 10 to 30
days.

6. An Act relative to pre-marital testing (refile)

This legislation will eliminate the requirement for premarital
syphilis testing. Eliminating the 160,000 annual screenings will result
in a savings of $2.4 million dollars in billings to the public or their
insurers. This requirement has yielded less than 4 positive cases per
year.

An Act relative to t.b. screening in lower risk populations

(REFILE).

This legislation eliminates the requirement of pre-employment
tuberculosis screening for employees and volunteers in school sys-
tems. There have been few diagnosed cases in school personnel. None
of these cases occurred at the time of employment and would not
have been prevented by the screenings.

8, An Act relative to cold storage

The purpose of this legislation is to bring the definitions of cold
storage and cold storage or refrigerating warehouse establishments in
line with modern technology. In addition, this bill repeals the specific
licensing requirements for cold storage or refrigerating warehouse
establishments and includes cold storage or refrigerating warehouse
licensure under the general food processor or distributor licensing
requirements of the Department of Public Health.




