
HOUSE No. 1183
By Mrs. Walrath of Stow, petition of Patricia A. Walrath and other

members of the General Court relative to the licensure of perfusion-
ists. Health Care.

Commontoealtf) of iHasDSadjusetts:

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine.

An Act establishing licensure of perfusionists.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 11, as it appears in the 1996
3 Official Edition, the following section:—
4 Section 11D. There shall be within the division of registration
5 in the executive office of consumer affairs and business regulation
6 a board of registration of perfusionists, herein called the board, to
7 consist of seven members who are residents of the common-
-8 wealth, to be appointed by the governor and said appointments
9 may be from among a list of nominations submitted by the

10 Massachusetts Society of Perfusion or its successor. Four of such
11 members will be perfusionists licensed for two years in accor-

-12 dance with the provisions of section one hundred ninety-seven,
13 one hundred ninety-nine, and two hundred and one of chapter one
14 hundred and twelve, except that members constituting the first
15 board shall be persons eligible for licensing as perfusionists and
16 within 90 days after, the board has issued its first license that
17 member must apply and receive a license. Two members shall be
18 licensed physicians, one actively engaged as a cardiovascular sur-
-19 geon and one anesthesiologist actively engaged in the practice of
20 cardiac anesthesia, and one member representative of the general
21 public. No member shall be an employee of a trade association in
22 the field of health care, and no public member shall be engaged in
23 the practice of any health-care profession.
24 Members shall be appointed for terms of three years except that
25 immediately following the enactment of this section, the initial
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26 terms of one perfusionist, one physician and one general public
27 representative be for two years. No member shall be appointed to
28 more than two consecutive full terms; provided, however that a
29 member appointed for less than a full term may serve two full
30 terms in addition to such part of a full term and a former member
31 shall again be eligible for appointment after a lapse of one or
32 more years. Any member of the board may be removed by the
33 governor for neglect of duty, misconduct or malfeasance or mis-
-34 feasance in office after being given a written statement of the
35 charges against him and sufficient opportunity to be heard
36 thereon.
37 The board shall, at its first meeting, and annually thereafter,
38 elect from among its members a chairman, vice-chairman and a
39 secretary. Such officers shall serve until successors are elected and
40 qualified. The board shall meet at least two times annually and a
41 quorum shall consist of four members present. Board members
42 shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for
43 actual and reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of
44 their duties.
45 The board shall have the following duties and powers;—
46 (a) The board shall adopt rules and regulations relating to pro-
-47 fessional conduct to carry out the policy of this section including
48 but not limited to, regulations relating to professional licensure
49 and to the establishment of ethical standards of practice for per-
-50 sons holding a license to practice perfusion in the commonwealth.
51 (b) The board shall administer, coordinate, and enforce the pro-
-52 visions of this section, establish and evaluate the qualifications
53 and approve the examination for licensure which may be or may
54 include the complete certification examinations given by the
55 American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion or its successor.
56 (c) The board shall revoke, suspend, or deny a license, probate
57 a license suspension, or reprimand a license holder for a violation
58 of the code of ethics or the rules of the board in accordance with
59 the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve section 202.
60 (d) The board shall conduct hearings and keep such records and
61 minutes as are necessary to carry out its duties. The board shall
62 provide reasonable public notice of the times and places of all
63 hearings authorized under this section, in such a manner and at
64 such times as it may determine.
65 (e) The board shall establish continuing professional education
66 requirements for licensed perfusionists and provisional licensed
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67 perfusionists, the standards of which shall be at least as stringent
68 as those of the American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion or its
69 successor defined in chapter one hundred twelve, section one hun-
-70 dred ninety-six.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1996 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the
3 following new sections:—

4

5 Section 196. As used in this section and sections one hundred
6 ninety-seven to two hundred and five, inclusive, the following
7 words shall, unless the context otherwise requires, have the
8 following meanings:—
9 “Board” means the Board of Registration in Perfusion estab-

-10 lished under section IID of chapter 13.
11 “Extracorporeal circulation” means the diversion of a patient’s
12 blood through a heart-lung machine or a similar device that
13 assumes the functions of the patient’s heart, lungs, kidney, liver,
14 or other organs.
15 “Licensed Perfusionist” means a person licensed under this
16 article.
17 “Perfusion” means the functions necessary for the support,
18 treatment, measurement, or supplementation of the cardiovascular,
19 circulatory, respiratory systems or other organs, or a combination

20 of those activities, and to ensure the safe management of physio-
-21 logic functions by monitoring and analyzing the parameters of the
22 systems under an order and under the supervision of a licensed
23 physician including:—
24 (1) the use of extracorporeal circulation, long-term cardiopul-
-25 monary support techniques including extracorporeal carbon-
-26 dioxide removal and extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, and
27 associated therapeutic and diagnostic technologies;
28 (2) conterpulsation, ventricular assistance, autotransfusion,
29 blood conservation techniques, myocardial and organ preserva-
-30 tion, extracorporeal life support, and isolated limb perfusion;
31 (3) the use of techniques involving blood management,
32 advanced life support, and other related functions; and
33 (4) in the performance of the acts described in this subsection:

REGISTRATION OF PERFUSIONISTS.
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34 (I) the administration of: pharmacological and therapeutic
35 agents or blood products through the extracorporeal circuit or
36 through an intravenous line as ordered by a physician; and the
37 administration of anesthetic agents through the extracorporeal cir-
-38 cuit or through an intravenous line as ordered by and under the
39 supervision of an anesthesiologist;
40 (II) the performance and use of: anticoagulation monitoring and
41 analysis; physiologic monitoring and analysis; blood gas and
42 chemistry monitoring and analysis: hematological monitoring and
43 analysis; hypothermia; hyperthermia; hemoconcentration,
44 hemofiltration and hemodilution;
45 (III) the observation of signs and symptoms related to perfusion
46 services, the determination of whether the signs and symptoms
47 exhibit abnormal characteristics, and the implementation of appro-
-48 priate reporting, perfusion protocols, or changes in or the initia-
-49 tion of emergency procedures.
50 “Perfusion protocols” means perfusion related policies and pro-
-51 tocols developed or approved by a licensed health facility or a
52 physician through collaboration with administrators, licensed per-
-53 fusionists, and other healthcare professionals.
54 “Provisional licensed perfusionist” means a person provision-
-55 ally licensed under this article. “American Board of
56 Cardiovascular Perfusion” means the national agency for certifica-
-57 tion and recertification of clinical perfusionists (CCP) since 1975,
58 recognized throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico, and in ten foreign
59 countries (207 North 25th Ave., Hattiesburg, MS 39401.)
60 Section 197. Examinations shall be approved by the board and
61 administered to qualified applicants at least once each year. The
62 examination prescribed by the board may be or may include the
63 complete certification exam of the American Board of
64 Cardiovascular Perfusion or its successor. The board shall estab-
-65 lish procedures to ascertain the competency of persons wishing to
66 be licensed as a qualified perfusionist. Applications for such
67 licenses signed and sworn by the applicant shall be made on the
68 forms furnished by the board. An applicant who furnishes satis-
-69 factory proof that he is of good moral character and that he has
70 met the educational and clinical qualifications set forth in section
71 two hundred and one or section one hundred ninety-nine, shall
72 upon payment of a fee determined by the secretary of administra-
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73 tion and finance, and if found qualified by the board, be licensed
74 to practice. Every person licensed hereunder shall, during January
75 of every odd numbered year, apply to the board for renewal of his
76 license and pay a fee determined by the secretary of administra-
-77 tion and finance to the board and thereupon the board shall issue a
78 license showing the holder is entitled to practice for the period
79 covered by said payment. The board shall require specific contin-
-80 uing education as a condition for renewal. The board may provide
81 for a late renewal of license which has lapsed and may require the
82 payment of a late fee, an examination, continuing education and
83 supervised experience prior to issuing said renewed license.
84 Section 198. A person who meets the qualifications to be
85 admitted to the approved examination for licensure as a perfu-
-86 sionist, may between the date of filing an application for licensure
87 and the announcement of the results of the next succeeding exami-
-88 nation practice as a provisionally licensed perfusionist, provided
89 that he file an approved application with the board and pay a fee
90 determined by the secretary of administration and finance. The
91 board may grant a provisional license to a person who success-
-92 fully completed an approved perfusion education program as
93 described in section two hundred and one and is qualified to be
94 admitted to the examination. Such a license will be valid for one
95 year from the date it is issued and may be extended subject to rule
96 by the board. The application for extension must be signed by a
97 supervising licensed perfusionist. A provisionally licensed perfu-
-98 sionist shall be under the supervision and direction of a licensed
99 perfusionist at all times during which the provisionally licensed
100 perfusionist performs perfusion. The board shall adopt rules gov-
-101 erning such supervision and direction which may not require the
102 immediate physical presence of the supervising licensed perfu-
-103 sionist. Such privileges may be renewed for an additional year and
104 shall automatically cease if at the end of such time if the applicant
105 has failed to pass the complete examination. The privileges shall
106 not exceed beyond the second twelve month period.
107 Section 199. The board may without examination, license as a
108 perfusionist any applicant who, is duly license dor certified under
109 the laws of another state or territory of the United State, the
110 District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; pro-
-111 vided, however that such applicants substantially meet the
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112 requirements for licensure as a perfusionist as set forth in section
one hundred ninety-seven and section two hundred and one (a); or
holds a current certificate as a certified clinical perfusionist issued
by the American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion or its suc-
cessor. At the time of making such application the applicant shall
pay a fee determined by the secretary of administration and
finance to the board. A person shall be eligible until January 1,
2000 to make application to the board and receive a license
notwithstanding the requirements of section 201 if the person is
actively engaged in the practice of perfusion consistent with sec-
tions 196 to 205, inclusive, and if the person has at least five years
experience operating cardiopulmonary bypass systems during car-
diac surgical cases in a licensed health care facility as the person’s
primary function; provided, however, that said five years experi-
ence shall have occurred between January 1, 1991 and January 1,
1999.
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128 Section 200. Nothing in this section shall be construed as pre-

venting or restricting the practice, service or activities of:—129
(a) any person licensed in this Commonwealth by any other

statute from engaging in activities within the scope of practice of
the profession or occupation for which he is licensed, provided,
however that he does not represent to the public directly or indi-
rectly that he is licensed under this article and does not use any
name, title, or designation indicating that the person is licensed
under this article, or

130
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137 (b) any person employed as a perfusionist by the Government

of the United States or agency of it, if such person provides perfu-
sion services solely under the direction and control of the organi-
zation by which he is employed, or

138
139
140

(c) a student enrolled in an accredited perfusion education pro-
gram if perfusion services performed by the student are an integral
part of the students course of study and are performed under the
direct supervision of a licensed perfusionist assigned to supervise
the student and who is on duty and immediately available in the
assigned patient care area, and if the person is designated by a
title which clearly indicates his status as a student or trainee, or
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(d) any person performing perfusion services in the common-
wealth and who is certified by the American Board of
Cardiovascular Perfusion, if these activities are performed for no

148
149
150
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151 more than fourteen days per calendar year in association with
perfusionist licensed under this section152

(e) any person performing autotransfusion who possesses153
appropriate training and practices within the American154
Association of Blood Banks guidelines under the supervision of a155
licensed physician.156

Section 201. An applicant for licensure as a perfusionist157
shall:—158

(a) successfully completed a perfusion education program159
approved by the board and such program shall have educational160
standards that are at least as stringent as those established by the161
Accreditation Committee for Perfusion Education and approved162
by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education163
Programs (CAAHEP) or its successor, and164

(b) successfully passed a competency examination approved by165
the board for licensure as a perfusionist. Such examination shall166
be written and shall test the applicants knowledge of basic and167
clinical sciences as they relate to perfusion theory and practice168

169 other subjects as the board may deem useful to determine the
applicants fitness to act as a perfusionist. The board may utilize a170
national exam that meets the requirements of this section.171

Section 202. The board may, after a hearing pursuant to chapter172
173 thirty A, revoke, suspend, cancel the license or place on proba-
174 tion, reprimand, censure or otherwise discipline a licensee upon
175 proof satisfactory to a majority of the board that said person:—
176 (a) has obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraud or
177 deception,
178 (b) been convicted of a felony or of a crime involving moral
179 turpitude,
180 (c) has been grossly negligent in his practice of perfusion
181 (d) been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by the court of
182 competent jurisdiction,
183 (e) has used drugs or intoxicating liquors to the extent whicl
184 adversely affects his practice, or
185 (f) has acted in a manner which is professionally unethic
186 according to ethical standards of the profession of perfx

187 Section 203. Nothing in this section sha
188 authorizing a perfusionist to practice medicine, or an>
189 or method of healing, not specified in said sectio:
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190 Section 204. The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regula-
-191 tions to carry into effect sections one hundred ninety-six to two
192 hundred and five, inclusive, and may amend and revoke such rules
193 and regulations at its discretion. The board shall keep a record of
194 its proceedings and a roster of all persons licensed or provision-
-195 ally licensed by it under this section. The roster shall include the
196 licensees name, last known business and residential address, date
197 of licensing and license number.
198 Section 205. No person shall hold himself out as a perfusionist
199 or as being able to practice perfusion services in the common-

-200 wealth unless he is licensed in accordance with section one hun-
-201 dred ninety-seven to one hundred ninety-nine, inclusive. No
202 person not so licensed may use the letters LP (licensed perfu-
-203 sionist) or PLP (provisionally licensed perfusionist).

1 SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 11D of
2 chapter 13 of the General Laws, the initial appointment of perfu-
-3 sionists to the board of registration of perfusionists, in accordance
4 with section 1 of this act, shall consist of persons eligible for
5 licensing as perfusionists who shall within 90 days after said
6 board has issued its first license, apply for and receive such
7 license and the initial appointment to said board of registration of
8 perfusionists of one perfusionist, one surgeon and the member
9 who represents the general public shall be for terms of two years.

1 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect on January 1, 2000.
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