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By Mrs. Harkins of Needham, petition of Lida E. Harkins, other
members of the General Court and others that the Department of
Education be directed to implement educational technology projects
in school districts. Science and Technology.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act to provide for community and school technology.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The department of education shall administer a
2 program to provide matching grants for the planning, design,
3 acquisition, implementation and oversight of educational tech-
-4 nology projects to continue to encourage and support local invest-
-5 ments in educational technology by school districts, regional
6 school districts, charter schools, and, where applicable, educa-
-7 tional collaboratives, who have submitted updated local tech-
-8 nology plans that are approved by the department. The department
9 may establish such requirements as it deems necessary for

10 approval of updated local technology plans.
11 Grants funds may be expended for projects designed to provide
12 for educational technology and its effective utilization, including,
13 but not limited to, acquiring hardware and software systems,
14 wiring and equipment needed to extend connections within,
15 between, from or to schools, and professional development; pro-
-16 vided, that any acquisition of systems or equipment shall be Year
17 2000 compliant; and provided, further that no grant funds shall be
18 expended for administrative, personnel and other operational
19 costs. The department shall require that any grant recipient submit
20 a report detailing any hardware or software to be acquired with
21 grant funds, how it will be utilized to improve learning, any
22 changes in classroom practices anticipated as a result of such
23 funding, and any professional development the grant recipient has
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24 provided or will provide to teachers and others who will utilize
25 such equipment and software. Any grants funded pursuant to this
26 section shall be matched by the recipient from all sources,
27 including local, federal, or private resources; provided, that one
28 hundred percent of all educational technology expenditures,
29 including related administrative and operating costs, made in the
30 fiscal year within which occurs the submission of an updated local
31 technology plan by a school district, regional school district,
32 charter school, or educational collaborative, may be used for the
33 purposes of determining its local match. Any such matching
34 resources shall at least be at a ratio of three to one; provided, that
35 the department of education shall ensure that said matching
36 resources do not place an unreasonable financial burden upon
37 grant recipients based upon a recipient’s available financial
38 resources.
39 The department shall submit a report detailing the grants
40 awarded pursuant to this section to the house and senate commit-
-41 tees on ways and means and the house and senate committees on
42 science and technology. In implementing the provisions of this
43 section, the department shall consult with the information tech-
-44 nology division within the executive office for administration and
45 finance with respect to educational technology projects funded
46 pursuant to this section. The department may enter into contracts
47 to fund matching grants awarded pursuant to this section in an
48 amount not to exceed thirty-five million dollars.

1 SECTION 2. The department of education, in consultation with
2 the information technology division within the executive office
3 for administration and finance, shall provide funds to assist in the
4 implementation of information technology infrastructure and serv-
-5 ices to schools and cities and towns throughout the common-
-6 wealth through the so-called Massachusetts community network;
7 provided, that any such infrastructure and services shall be Year
8 2000 compliant. Such infrastructure and services shall, at a min-
-9 imum, be designed to link schools to each other and to other enti-

-10 ties within state and local governments. The department may enter
11 into contracts in an amount not to exceed ten million dollars for
12 the purpose of implementing the provisions of this section; pro-
-13 vided, that not more than one million dollars may be expended by
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14 the department for the development on-line educational resources
15 that are consistent with the learning standards of state curriculum
16 frameworks.

1 SECTION 3. The department of housing and community devel-
-2 opment, in consultation with the information technology division
3 within the executive office for administration and finance, shall
4 establish a program to assist in the funding of computer learning
5 centers at state subsidized family housing developments, or such
6 other community access centers as the department may determine,
7 to increase access, including after school or after work, for stu-
-8 dents of low income households to information technology sys-
-9 terns and training in the use of such systems. Any such funds shall

10 be expended in accordance with guidelines established by the
11 department. Any acquisition of systems or equipment with
12 funding provided pursuant to this section shall be Year 2000 com-
-13 pliant. In implementing the provisions of this section, the depart-
-14 ment shall also consult with the department of education, and the
15 department of economic development. The department shall
16 submit a report detailing projects that receive funding pursuant to
17 this section to the house and senate committees on ways and
18 means and the house and senate committees on science and tech-
-19 nology. The department may enter into contracts not to exceed
20 five million dollars to implement the provisions of this section.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.








