
HOUSE No. 2673
By Mr. Lane of Holden, petition of Harold M. Lane, Jr., and Robert

A. Antonioni for legislation to establish the education policy review
commission to evaluate student learning and reforms in public educa-
tion. Education, Arts and Humanities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act establishing the education policy review commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Section 79 of chapter 71 of the acts of 1993 is
2 hereby repealed by striking the words “Education Reform Review
3 Commission” where ever they appear and substituting the words
4 “Education Policy Review Commission.”

1 SECTION 2. Section 79 of Chapter 71 of the acts of 1993 is
2 hereby amended by adding after the words “one of whom shall be
3 selected by the Association of Independent Colleges and Universi-
-4 ties of Massachusetts” in the first paragraph the words “one of
5 whom shall be selected by the Council of State College Presi-
-6 dents, one of whom shall be selected by the Massachusetts Com-
-7 munity College Council, one of whom shall be selected by the
8 Commonwealth Education Deans’ Council”.

1 SECTION 3. Section 79 of chapter 71 of the acts of 1993 is
2 hereby amended by adding the following new sections;—

3 “The Education Policy Review Commission” shall define a
4 research agenda and contract with external providers;
5 (1) to evaluate the statewide effort to implement the 1993
6 Massachusetts Education Reform Act;
7 (2) to gather and analyze information relevant to the develop-
-8 ment and evaluation of educational policies and programs in the
9 Commonwealth, including early care and education and higher

10 education;
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11 (3) to provide a forum for the rigorous, informed and balanced
12 discussion of important issues in public education; and
13 (4) to help identify, examine, assess, and recommend policy
14 alternatives in education, including research on ways to enhance
15 the quality of public education in the Commonwealth.
16 Subject to appropriation, the Commission shall contract for the
17 conduct of research and ongoing monitoring to evaluate various
18 aspects of public K-12 and public post-secondary education with
19 specific focus on the effectiveness of key innovations and reforms
20 in public education and their impact on student learning. The Edu-
-21 cation Policy Review Commission will compile a regular report
22 on the outcomes and findings of these studies as they relate to the
23 effectiveness in implementing the 1993 Massachusetts Education
24 Reform Act in the Commonwealth’s schools.
25 The Commission may contract for purposes including, but not
26 limited to, the following: conducting research, policy analysis,
27 and making recommendations pertinent to educational improve-
-28 ment; developing appropriate data bases; disseminating informa-
-29 tion, via publications, forums, or other means, about effective
30 educational reform practices in the Commonwealth; conducting a
31 regular survey of public opinion in the Commonwealth on impor-
-32 taut educational reform issues; compiling information on other
33 state and national education reform initiatives; and using addi-
-34 tional appropriated funds as matching grants to fund said activities.
35 The funds may also be used to support coordinating personnel,
36 research and evaluation specialists, other personnel, and activities.
37 As a source of technical assistance in carrying out these and
38 other Commission activities the Education Policy Review Corn-
-39 mission will retain the University of Massachusetts through the
40 Donahue Institute to conduct independent review and research on
41 educational policy issues for policy makers. Said institution shall
42 prepare a proposal including a budget, for review and approval by
43 the Commission. The University of Massachusetts will, at the
44 direction of and on behalf of the Commission, work with other
45 public and private higher education and external organizations in
46 conducting the appropriate research studies.
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