
HOUSE No. 2899
By Mr. Dempsey of Haverhill (by request), petition of Stephen G.

Scatamacchia for legislation to increase payments for funeral and burial
expenses upon the death of persons receiving assistance. Human
Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act increasing the payment for funeral and burial expenses

FOR CERTAIN PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 9of chapter 117 A of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1996 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the
4 following sentence:— The expense thereof may be recovered of
5 their kindred, if any, chargeable by law for their support in the
6 manner provided in this chapter; and if the expense of their
7 funeral and burial is not paid by such kindred, an amount not
8 exceeding $2,500; provided, however, that the total expense of
9 the funeral and burial does not exceed said $2,500; and provided,

10 further, that any payment made by the department shall be
11 reduced by whatever resources may exist in the estate of said
12 person.

1 SECTION 2. Section 10 of said chapter 117A, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting
3in place thereof the following sentence;— In case of the decease
4 of a poor and indigent person the commonwealth shall pay for the
5 expense of the funeral and burial of such person a sum not
6 exceeding $2,500; provided, however, that the total expense of
7 the funeral and burial does not exceed said $2,500; and provided,
8 further, that any payment made by the commonwealth shall be
9 reduced by whatever resources may exist in the estate of said

10 person.
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! SECTION 3. The third paragraph of section 2of chapter 118 of
2 the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence:— The department may pay a sum not exceeding $2,500
5 for the funeral and burial of a recipient provided that the cost does
6 not exceed said $2,500 and there are insufficient resources to pay
7 for the cost of such funeral and burial.

1 SECTION 4. Section 7 of chapter 118 A of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the third sentence
3 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — The
4 department may pay a sum not exceeding $2,500 for the funeral
5 and burial of a recipient provided that the cost of funeral and
6 burial does not exceed said $42,500 and there are insufficient
7 resources to pay for the cost of such funeral and burial.

1 SECTION 5. Paragraph H of the first paragraph of section 23
2of chapter 119, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence:— The department may pay a sum not exceeding $2,500 for
5 the funeral and burial of a child in its care provided that the cost
6 of funeral and burial does not exceed said $2,500 and there are
7 insufficient resources to pay for the cost of such funeral
8 and burial.
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