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By Mr. Dempsey of Haverhill, petition of Brian S. Dempsey and

James P. Jajuga relative to the assignment of tax titles. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act further regulating the assignment of tax titles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Subsection (b) of section lof chapter 808 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 180 of the acts
3 of 1994, is hereby further amended by adding the following
4 clause:-—
5 (32) A contract for the sale or assignment of tax titles made in
6 accordance with the provisions of section fifty-two of chapter sixty.

1 SECTION 2. Section 51 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following paragraph: —
4 Where there has been more than one taking with respect to the
5 same parcel of real estate, tax titles which have been assigned shall
6 have priority based on the date of recording of the Instrument of
7 Taking; provided, however, that tax titles held by the city or town
8 and not assigned shall be senior in priority to all other tax titles
9 affecting the same parcel of real estate.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 60 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 52, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:—
5 Section 52. Cities and towns may make regulations for the pos-
-6 session, management and sale of land purchased or taken for taxes,
7 not inconsistent with law or the right of redemption. The treasurer
8 of any city or town holding a tax title may assign and transfer such
9 tax title, individually or in bulk with other tax titles, either by public
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10 auction to the highest bidder or by direct sale, provided that the
1 I minimum sum so paid for such assignment is not less than the total
12 amount necessary for redemption of each individual tax title so
13 assigned. The treasurer may execute and deliver on behalf of the
14 city or town any instrument necessary therefor and accept as
15 consideration any notes, property or security acceptable under said
16 regulations.
17 If the amount received from the assignment is more than the
18 outstanding taxes, interest and charges for proceedings under this
19 section, on all lands the tax titles to which were included in the
20 assignment, the balance shall be deposited with the city or town
21 treasurer to be paid to the person entitled thereto if demanded within
22 five years from the date of assignment, otherwise it shall enure to
23 the city or town. If such surplus results from the assignment of
24 several parcels together for a lump sum, it shall be held as aforesaid
25 for the several owners in proportion to the prices at which the
26 several parcels were originally taken or purchased by the town.
27 The treasurer shall first give fourteen days’ notice of the time and
28 place of such public auction or direct sale, which notice shall con-
-29 form to the requirements of section forty, and after having posted
30 such notice in two or more convenient and public places in said city
31 or town.
32 The treasurer shall send notice of the intended assignment to the
33 owner of record at his last known address, by certified mail, at least
34 ten days prior to the assignment. Failure to receive such notice shall
35 not affect the validity of the assignment. The instrument of assign-
-36 ment shall be in a form approved by the commissioner and shall be
37 recorded within sixty days from its date and if so recorded shall be
38 prima facie evidence of all facts essential to its validity.
39 Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, all provisions of law
40 applicable in cases where the original purchaser at a tax sale is other
41 than the city or town shall thereafter apply in the case of such an
42 assignment, as if the assignee had been a purchaser for the original
43 sum at the original sale or at a sale made at the time of taking and
44 had paid to the city or town the subsequent taxes and charges
45 included in the sum paid for the assignment. Any extension of the
46 time within which foreclosure proceedings may not be instituted
47 that is granted by a city or town treasurer prior to the assignment
48 shall be binding upon the assignee.
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1 SECTION 4. Section 61A of said chapter 60, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 14 and 15, the words
3 “

; and no tax title the account for which is so cross-referenced shall
4 be assigned by the town”.

1 SECTION 5. Section 62 of said chapter 60, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting
3 in place thereof the following four paragraphs:-
4 Any such person may so redeem by paying or tendering to a
5 purchaser other than the city or town, his legal representative
6 or assigns, at any time prior to the filing of such petition for fore-
7 closure, the original sum and any intervening taxes and costs paid
8 by him and interest on the whole at said rate. In the case of an
9 assignee of a tax title from a city or town, any such person may so

10 redeem, at any time prior to the filing of such petition for fore-
-11 closure, by paying or tendering to said assignee, or his legal repre-
-12 sentative or assigns, the amount stated in the instrument of
13 assignment together with any intervening taxes and costs paid by
14 such assignee, with interest on the whole at said rate.
15 In each case he shall also pay or tender, for examination of title
16 and a deed of release, a reasonable fee not to exceed fifty dollars,
17 and in addition thereto the actual cost of recording the tax deed or
18 evidence of taking and the instrument of assignment, if any
19 When land is redeemed from a tax title held by a city or town, the
20 city treasurer, or acting city treasurer, notwithstanding the provi-
21 sions of the charter of his city or the town treasurer, as the case may
22 be, shall, in the name and on behalf of the city or town, execute,
23 acknowledge and deliver an instrument, which need not be under
24 seal, containing a reference to the record of the tax deed or instru
25 ment of taking sufficient to identify it and reciting that the city
26 town acknowledges satisfaction of the tax title account

thereby. The instrument provided for herein pecify

28 for which, and the name of the person to whom, the tax
29 the land was sold or taken was assessed, and shall
30 land on which such tax was assessed. If a person oth

I owner of the fee rightfully redee
2 the instrument, the instrument shall include his name t
3 duly recorded in the registry of deeds of the county or dist

34 the land is situated, shall be notice to all persons of such paymen
35 the amount so paid for redemption is paid by a holder of
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36 on the premises, the amount so paid may be added to the mortgage
37 debt.
38 Any person redeeming land from a tax title held by a city or town
39 may, as a condition of redemption, be required by the city or town
40 treasurer to pay the expense of recording the instrument of redemp-
-41 tion; and, when such expense has been so paid, such treasurer shall
42 be deemed to be authorized to record such instrument and shall
43 forthwith cause the same to be filed for record in the proper registry
44 of deeds. No person shall knowingly collect or attempt to collect for
45 the redemption of any such land a sum of money greater than that
46 authorized by this section.

1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 60 is hereby amended by striking out
2 section 63, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:—
4 Section 63. At any time after a petition for foreclosure has been
5 filed under section sixty-five and before such petition is granted, the
6 treasurer shall receive any money paid to him on behalf of the
7 purchaser or assignee of a tax title as an offer of redemption. The
8 treasurer shall forthwith notify the land court and the purchaser or
9 assignee that an offer of redemption under section sixty-eight of this

10 chapter has been made. The treasurer shall hold any money received
11 under this section until notified by the clerk of the land court as to
12 the proper disposition of the money.
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