
HOUSE No. 3563
By Ms. Stanley of West Newbury, petition of Harriett L. Stanley

relative to county government retirement systems and regional
councils of government. Public Service.

die Commontoealtt) of jHassactjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act making technical corrections to county government,

REGIONAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS, AND REGIONAL COUNCILS OF
GOVERNMENT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately assist in the abolition
3 of the county governments of Hampshire, Essex, and Berkshire
4 counties and the transfer of their essential county functions to
5 the commonwealth, to establish regional retirement systems in
6 abolished counties, and to authorize the formation of regional
7 councils of governments to administer and provide regional serv-
-8 ices, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, nec-
-9 essary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 48 of the acts of 1997, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 300 of the acts of 1998, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after section 18 the following section: —

4 Section 18A, Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
5 special law to the contrary, an abolished county’s employees who
6 retired on or before the transfer date, shall be members of the
7 regional retirement system, which shall pay the cost of benefits
8 annually to such retired county employees and their survivors.
9 Said system shall be responsible for the accrued pension liability

10 attributable to the service of such retirees. The employees of an
11 abolished county who become state employees pursuant to the
12 provisions of this act or any subsequent act abolishing any county,



[January1 HOUSE No. 3563

13 shall become members of the state retirements system, and
14 notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the
15 contrary, said system shall be responsible for all liability attribut-
-16 able to the service of such employees. Said liabilities attributable
17 to the service of such employees shall be recoverable by the com-
-18 monwealth pursuant to the terms of section 9. The accumulated
19 deductions and employer contribution, including interest, credited
20 to the accounts of members of an abolished county’s retirement
21 system who become members of the state retirement pursuant to
22 this act or any subsequent act abolishing any county shall be
23 transferred from such abolished county’s retirement system and
24 credited to such members’ accounts in the state retirement system
25 in a manner prescribed by the secretary of administration and
26 finance.
27 Said secretary shall assess every city and town within an abol-
-28 ished county for the accrued pension liability attributable to
29 county employees who retired on or before the transfer date and
30 forward such assessment to the appropriate regional retirement
31 system.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 48 is hereby further amended by
2 adding the following eight sections:—
3 Section 28. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 32 of the
4 General Laws or any general or special law to the contrary, the
5 retirement system of a county abolished pursuant to this act, or
6 abolished pursuant to chapter 151 of the acts of 1996, shall con-
-7 tinue pursuant to this section and shall be managed by the retire-
-8 ment board as provided in this section beginning on the transfer
9 date.

10 (a) A contributory retirement system established for an abol-
-11 ished county operating under the terms of sections Ito 28, inclu-
-12 sive, of said chapter 32 shall be known as a regional retirement
13 system, and all business shall be transacted under a name desig-
-14 nated by the board bearing the title of the geographic location of
15 said system.
16 (b) Said system shall be managed by a retirement board which
17 shall have the general powers and duties set forth in subdivi-
-18 sion (5) of section 20 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, Said
19 system shall be managed by a retirement board which shall have
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20 the general powers and duties set forth in subdivision (5) of
21 section 20 of chapter 32 of the General Laws. Said board shall
22 consist of five members as follows: the first member shall be the
23 county treasurer as of the effective date of this act, who shall
24 serve as chairman; a second member who shall be a member of
25 the regional retirement board advisory council and who shall be
26 elected by a majority of those present and voting at a public
27 meeting of said Council, properly posted, called specifically for
28 such election pursuant to paragraph (g); a third and fourth
29 member, hereafter referred to as elected members who shall be
30 elected pursuant to paragraph (h); and a fifth member who shall
31 not be an employee, retiree or official of the governmental unit of
32 which are the members of the system and who shall be chosen by
33 the other four members and serve for a term of five years. In case
34 of a vacancy in the position of first member, the position shall be
35 chosen by the other four members. If the first member is not
36 chosen by the other four members within 30 days of the vacancy,
37 the public employee retirement administration commission shall
38 appoint the first member. In case of a vacancy in the position of
39 the fifth member, the fifth member shall be chosen by the other
40 four members. If the fifth member is not chosen by the other four
41 members within 30 days, the public employee retirement adminis-
-42 tration commission shall appoint the fifth member. Any person
43 serving as the second member of a county retirement board shall
44 on the effective date of this act be eligible to be chosen by the
45 other four members as the fifth member upon the expiration of his
46 term notwithstanding that said member is an employee, retiree or
47 official of a governmental unit the employees of which are mem-
-48 bers of the system.
49 Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, or any other general
50 or special law to the contrary, for purposes of this section, the pro-
-51 visions governing the Hampshire regional retirement system shall
52 be as follows:
53 Said system shall be managed by a retirement board which
54 shall have the general powers and duties set forth in subdivi-
-55 sion (5) of section 20 of chapter 32 of the General Laws. The
56 board shall consist of five members as follows: one member of the
57 retirement board advisory council who shall be selected by a
58 majority of those present and voting at a public meeting of the
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59 council, properly posted, called specifically for an election pur-
-60 suant to paragraphs (d) and (h) of this section, who shall serve as
61 chairman; a second member selected by the Hampshire retirement
62 board advisory council by a majority of those present and voting
63 at a public meeting of the Council, properly posted; a third and
64 fourth member hereinafter referred to as the elected members; and
65 a fifth member who shall not be an employee, a retiree or official
66 of a governmental unit the employees of which are members of
67 the system. The fifth member shall be chosen by the other four
68 members within 30 days after the expiration of the term of the
69 fifth member, the public employee retirement administration com-
-70 mission shall appoint the fifth member. The election of the elected
71 members shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of
72 paragraph (h) of this subsection.
73 Except in Hampshire county, the term of the current elected
74 member who was elected pursuant to chapter 306 of the acts of
75 1996 shall expire on January 1, 2002; the term of the previously
76 elected current member shall expire on January 1, 2000; the term
77 of the current regional retirement board advisory council member
78 shall expire on January 1, 2001; and the term of the current
79 chairman shall expire on January 1, 2003.
80 The elected members shall be active or retired members of the
81 regional retirement system or one whose retirement is being reim-
-82 bursed by that system in accordance with the provisions of para-
-83 graph (c) of subdivision (8) of section 3 of chapter 32 of the
84 General Laws, Each member of the board shall continue to serve
85 in the office until the expiration of his term and the qualification
86 of his successor. Upon the expiration of the term of office of any
87 elected or appointed member, or in the event of a vacancy in
88 either of said offices, his successor shall be elected as aforesaid
89 for a term of three years, or for the unexpired portion thereof, as
90 the case may be.
91 In Essex County, the regional retirement board may require the
92 Essex county treasurer as of the effective date of transfer to serve
93 as a full time employee of the retirement board in the capacity of
94 chief executive officer of the regional retirement system for the
95 duration of his term as elected county treasurer. Thereafter, his
96 continued employment and compensation shall be at the sole dis-
-97 cretion of the regional retirement board provided however that if
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98 such treasurer is retired pursuant to the provisions of chapter 32,
99 and the regional retirement board selects him as chairman after the
100 expiration of his term as treasurer and appoints him as chief exec-
101 utive officer of the regional retirement system, he may work more
102 than 960 hours per year notwithstanding the provisions of
103 section 91 of chapter 32; provided further that the earnings there-

104 from when added to any pension or retirement allowance he is
105 receiving do not exceed the salary paid for the position from
106 which he was retired or, if said position no longer exists, any suc-
107 cessor position with similar duties.
108 (c) The members of a regional retirement board shall be corn-
109 pensated in an amount to be determined by the board but not to
110 exceed the amounts set forth in subdivision (6) of section 20 of
111 chapter 32 of the General Laws, Except in Hampshire county, the
112 salary of the county treasurer shall be transferred from the corn-
113 monwealth to the retirement system of which he is chairman or
114 chief executive officer, and the county treasurer’s office shall be
115 abolished pursuant to section 3. The chairman shall be compen-
116 sated in amount to be determined by the board.
117 (d) The retirement board may employ clerical and other assis-
118 tants as may be required to transact the business of the retirement
119 system. All permanent employees employed pursuant to this para-
120 graph shall be members of the retirement system, but shall not be
121 eligible to be a member or candidate for election to the retirement
122 board.
123 (e) A regional retirement board shall be authorized to purchase
124 or lease property, facilities and equipment and employ any such
125 personnel necessary for the proper administration and transaction
126 of business of the retirement system
127 (f) The board of any such regional retirement system and the
128 chairman thereof shall respectively be and act as the board and
129 treasurer-custodian of such system with respect to the employees
130 of any town or district who become members of such system as
131 provided for in paragraph (3)(b), (3)(c), or (4)(b) of section 28 of
132 chapter 32 of the General Laws, or who have become members
133 thereof under corresponding provisions of earlier laws. The trea-
134 surer or other disbursing officer of any such town or district, as
135 the case may be, shall act as a liaison officer between the
136 employees thereof and the board of such system.
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(g) There shall be a regional retirement board advisory council
consisting of all the treasurers, elected or appointed, of each town,
unit, or district belonging to the prior county retirement system
and remaining in the retirement system established by this section.
The members of said advisory council shall elect a chairman from
among the members. Said council shall meet at the call of the
chairman, but in no event less than twice in each year. Said
council shall supervise and certify the procedures involved in the
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lection of the elected members of the retirement board, as pro-
ided in paragraphs (b) and (h). Upon certification by the retire-

43

146
actuary shall be furnished with an
sts of administration of the system

ment board and the council, the
estimate of the expenses and co
for the ensuing year. The actuar
teenth in each year, specify by
the board the amounts so reqn
fund, the annuity reserve fund,

l

48

y shall, on or before December fif-
written notice to the council and
ired to be paid from the pension
the military service fund, and the
d in subdivision (7) of section 22
nvs. The actuary shall also advise

150
151

59

153 dministration fund, as provide
f chapter 32 of the Genera! L;15

and determine the amounts to be allocated to each governmental
unit for the aforementioned amounts. The regional retirement
board advisory council, at a meeting called specifically for that
purpose, shall elect one of its members as a member of the
regional retirement board at the expiration of the current
appointed member’s term, as provided in paragraph (e).

155
156

158
159
160

(h) The regional retirement board advisory council, which shall
serve as the election board, shall supervise the election of the
elected members of the retirement board. The council shall make
available nomination papers to any member in or retired from
service so requesting and shall require that such nomination
papers be signed by the candidate, and returned to the office of the
retirement board for safekeeping until the election board shall
meet. The chairman of the council shall give a duplicate receipt
for such nomination papers to each candidate. Completed nomina-
tion papers shall contain the signatures and addresses of at least
five active or retired members of said retirement system. The elec-
tion board shall determine whether each candidate has filed nomi-
nation papers containing the requisite signatures and addresses. If,
after investigation, the election board determines that a candidate
has filed nomination papers containing less than five signatures as
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176 required, the election board shall declare said nomination papers
177 invalid and shall notify the candidate of such determination. If,
178 after investigation, the election board determines that only one
179 candidate has filed the requisite number of signatures, the election
180 board shall declare said candidate to be the elected member of the
181 county retirement board. If, after investigation, the election board
182 determines that more than one candidate has obtained the requisite
183 number of valid signatures, the election board shall notify said
184 candidates of such determination and shall immediately prepare
185 election ballots, and set the date for an election to be held within
186 40 days.
187 The election board shall mail ballots to all members of the
188 retirement system whether active or retired. The election board
189 shall instruct each member to place an appropriate marking on the
190 face of the printed ballot envelope and said ballot envelope into
191 the pre-stamped envelope, seal said prestamped envelope and mail
192 said envelope to the election board in care of the county retire-
-193 ment board, within 20 days after they were mailed. Any envelope
194 postmarked later than 20 days after such mailing shall not be used
195 to determine the elected member. The election board shall notify
196 each candidate of the time and location of the tabulation of the
197 ballots and shall permit all such candidates to be present at said
198 tabulation. At the specified time for tabulation, the election board
199 shall assemble all envelopes and inspect said envelopes. Any
200 envelope which has been opened prior to said date, or which has
201 not been signed on the rear by the appropriate addressee shall be
202 invalidated and shall not be used to determine the elected member.
203 The election board shall, assemble all properly signed, unopened
204 envelopes and shall open each envelope and separate the enclosed
205 ballot from said envelope. The election board shall assemble all
206 ballots and shall tabulate the vote for each candidate. Any ballot
207 which contains a marking for more than the number of vacancies
208 shall be declared invalid.
209 The election board shall notify each candidate in writing of the
210 results of said election. All envelopes and ballots received by said
211 election board, including those determined to be invalid, shall be
212 preserved by the election board for two years. The costs incurred
213 by the election board in administering the election shall be paid
214 from the county retirement system administration fund.
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(i) The group insurance commission shall make available to
employees of a regional retirement board health, life and dis-
ability benefits, and said employees shall be eligible to participate
in all benefits administered by the group insurance commission.
The costs thereof, including any administrative costs incurred by
the group insurance commission shall be borne by said employees
and the regional retirement system. Any benefits provided to
employees and retirees of the retirement system prior to the aboli-
tion of county government and not available through the group
insurance commission may be provided through the regional
retirement system provided that said system is fully reimbursed
for the cost of such benefits by retirees and is reimbursed by
employees in a percentage equal to that of the percentage paid by
state employees for similar benefits.
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(j) An employer shall be required to provide a board member

under its employ with all necessary leave required for service to
such board. A board member who is an active member of a con-
tributory retirement system shall receive creditable service for
such periods the member is so serving.
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234 (k) The abolished county’s retirement board and retirement
board advisory council shall continue to serve until such time as
the members of the new retirement board and the new retirement
board advisory council pursuant to this section have been duly
elected, selected, or appointed, as the case may be.
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239 (1) Any provisions of chapter 32 of the General Laws that are

not inconsistent with the provisions of this act shall apply to a
regional retirement system.
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Section 29. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, Hampshire county employees who
retired on or before the transfer date, shall become members of the
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state retirement system, which shall pay the cost of benefits annu-
ally to such retired county employees and their survivors, and
notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the
contrary, said system shall be responsible for the accrued pension
liability attributable to the service of such retirees. The employees
of Hampshire county who become state employees pursuant to the
provisions of this act or any subsequent act abolishing any county,
shall become members of the state retirement system, and
notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the
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254 contrary, said system shall be responsible for all liability attribut
55 able to the service of such employees. Said liabilities attributable
,56 to the service of such employees and retirees shall be recoverable

257 by the commonwealth pursuant to the terms of section 9, the accu
258 mulated deductions and employer contribution, including interest
259 credited to the accounts of members of Hampshire county’s retire
260 ment system and credited to such members’ accounts in the state
261 retirement system in a manner prescribed by the secretary of
262 administration and finance
263 Section 30. (a) A city or town within or contiguous to an abol
264 ished county, which accepts the provisions of this section by vote
265 of the city council with the approval of the chief executive officer
266 or by vote of the town meeting may enter into agreement to join a
267 regional charter commission. Each city or town electing to join
268 said commission shall send a representative, and said commission
269 shall convene and shall develop a charter proposal recommending
270 (i) a structure, including organization and method of selecting
271 members for said regional council of government and (ii) provi-
272 sion for the method of determining approval of the charter pro

posal in said cities and towns; provided, however, that said charter
274 shall be adopted and binding only on those cities and towns where
275 a majority of voters approve it. The charter shall also include pro-
276 visions for towns to enter or leave participation in the council of

governments. Said charter shall be placed before the voters in an
lection. The charter shall also include a method of determinin8

'9 approval of any increase or decrease by the member municipali
280 ties of the council of governments in a popular vote. The charter
281 may provide that a council of governments shall retain any power
282 previously conferred upon the county and its county commi

sioners and shall have any additional powers authorized by this
284 section; provided, however, that said councils shall not retain any
285 power concerning functions transferred to the commonwealth
286■B6 under sections 1 or 5 of this act, retain power to levy a county tax
;87 or retain powers specifically denied under this section. Said char
288 ters must be approved by July 1, 1999; provided, however, that if
289 two or more member municipalities within Berkshire county d
290 not form a regional charter commission prior to July 1, 1999, then
291 the transfer date for said county shall be July I, 1999
292 (b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the following provision
293 shall apply to Hampshire county. The Hampshire county commi
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sioners shall submit to the voters of the county the proposed
charter approved by said commissioners. The state secretary shall
cause the question of adopting said charter, and a summary
thereof prepared by the attorney general, to appear on the biennial
state election ballot in November 1998 in Hampshire county. Said
charter shall take effect on January 1, 1999, if approved by a
majority of the voters voting on said question, and towns wherein
a majority of the voters voting thereon approve shall become
members of the Hampshire council of governments. The
Hampshire council of governments shall retain any powers previ-
ously conferred upon Hampshire county and its county commis-
sioners; provided, however, that said council shall not retain any
power concerning functions transferred to the commonwealth
under sections 1 or 5 of this act, retain power to levy a county tax,
or retain powers specifically denied under this section or under
the charter. Upon approval of the new charter, the county commis-
sion of Hampshire county shall become known as the council of
governments and each municipally elected official serving on the
council may serve until the end of the current term to which
elected as a county commissioner or until a successor council offi-
cial is elected in that municipality. The council shall organize as
provided by the newly approved charter. The executive committee
shall have the powers of selectmen under sections 52 and 56 of
chapter 41 of the General Laws. Notwithstanding any general or
special law to the contrary, if said charter is approved, the county
treasurer, appointed by the county administrator under the prior
county charter, shall, on January 1, 1999, become known as the
director of finance for the council of governments, and shall have
the powers and duties of a municipal treasurer under section 35 of
chapter 41 and under sections 54, 55, and 55A of chapter 44 of the
General Laws. The director of finance shall be a member of the
county retirement system advisory board with all the rights, privi-
leges, and duties as other members of the advisory board.
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(c) Upon approval of the new charter, the county commission of
a county shall become known as the council of governments and
each municipally elected official serving on the council may serve
until the end of the current term to which elected as a county com-
missioner or until a successor council official is elected in that
municipality. The council shall organize as provided by the newly
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i

approved charter. The executive committee shall have the powers
34 of selectmen under section 52 and 56 of chapter 41 of the General
35 Laws.
36 (d) The council of governments may accept or participate in
37 any grant, donation or program available to any political subdivi-
38 sion of the commonwealth, and may also accept or participate in

made available to counties by any9 any grant, donation, or program
40 other governmental or private e ntity

Notwithstanding the pr sions of any special or genera
al subdivision of the commonthe contrary, any poii
with the council of governmentsilth may enter into agreerr

r, or in cooperation with other
undertaking which tlentities, any service, actn
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undertaki appropriate represent
actions and coversee the perrormar a

th in the araresentatthe repr
ral IThe parking provisions of chapter 90 of the General Law

parking areas subject to the control of thshall appl>
council of governments, and the council shall have the powers and
duties of that chapter as they apply to parking

avernment established pursuant tc56 (g) A regional council
provide regional servicethis section may administer ar

uch authority to subregional group58 and towns and may delegat
al councils of government ma59 of such cities and towns. Re 2U

i6O enter into cooperative agreements with regional plannin
missions to provide regiona161 sions or may merge with such

•62 services
i to member municipalities shall63 (h) Regional services provide
council of government and may64 be determined by each regional

365 include, but are not limited tc the following services; engi

>66 peering, inspectional services and planning, economic develop-
'67 ment, public safety, emergency management, animal control, land
168 use management, tourism promotion, social services, health, edu-
-169 cation, date management, regional sewerage, housing, computer-
'7o ized mapping, household hazardous waste collections, recycling,

371 public facility siting, coordination of master planning
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training and development, solid waste disposal, fire protection,
regional resource protection, regional impact studies, and trans-
portation.

372
373
374

(i) For the purpose of organizing and administering in the
county or a portion of the county a cooperative or regional entity
to provide, purchase or otherwise make available services on a
regionalized basis, the council of governments may impose a
regional assessment as set forth in the charter submitted to the
voters and approved by said voters pursuant to this section. The
regional assessment shall be allocated among the members of the
council of governments in proportion to their respective equalized
valuations as reported to the general court by the commissioner of
revenue in accordance with section lOC of chapter 58 of the
General Laws. The regional assessment shall be based upon the
budget adopted by the council of governments, net of estimated
revenues. The regional assessment shall be retained by the council
of governments and shall be used for the purpose of providing
regional or municipal services or programs, or planning, orga-
nizing and administering such services or programs, and main-
taining county property in connection with said services or
programs, under the authority granted herein.
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393 (j) The council of governments may increase or reduce the

regional assessment on each member municipality from the base
year of fiscal year 1999, subject to the limits of sections 20A and
21 C of chapter 59 of the GeneralLaws.
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397 (k) The council of governments may incur temporary debt in

anticipation of revenue for a term not to exceed one year, with the
approval of a majority of the council of governments. The tempo-
rary debt shall not exceed one-half of the amount of the council of
governments assessment under subsection (h) of this section.
Sections 16 to 19, inclusive, and sections 21 to 22C, inclusive, of
chapter 44 of the General Laws shall, so far as possible, apply to
debt issued under this section.
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Section 31. The secretary of administration and finance, in con-
sultation with the comptroller, the state secretary, the judiciary,
and such other departments of the commonwealth as may be nec-
essary or appropriate, is hereby authorized and directed to make
such plans and arrangements as may be necessary to ensure the
effective transfer of county functions to the commonwealth pur-
suant to this act.
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Section 32. The Hampshire council of governments, if
approved and established pursuant to section 30, shall submit
annually to the division of local services audited financial state-
ments and budget projections for the Hampshire Care nursing
facility. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7, the
Hampshire council of governments shall sell said Hampshire Care
nursing facility if the county government finance review board
determines that either of the following conditions has been met:
(a) the Hampshire Care nursing facility accrues a total deficiency
of 50 per cent or more of the fair market value of the property and
facility as determined by an independent assessor recommended
by the division of local services and approved by said regional
services entity; or (b) said facility fails to eliminate its total defi-
ciency within three years after the effective date of this section.
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426 Section 33. Notwithstanding the provisions any general or

special law to the contrary, the municipalities of an abolished
county shall be deemed to have accepted the provisions of
section 147 A of chapter 140 of the General Laws, and shall enact
by-laws to provide for the functions performed by the abolished
government of a county with respect to dogs pursuant to
sections 136 A to 174D, inclusive, of said chapter 140, as of
July 11, 1997, The balance of fund remaining in the dog fund of
an abolished county as of the transfer date shall be disbursed
forthwith by the state treasurer in the manner prescribed by
section 172 of said chapter 140 to the treasurer of each city and
town, who shall maintain a separate dog fund consistent with the
by-laws adopted by the city or town and said sections 136A
to 174D, inclusive, of said chapter 140.

427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440 Section 34. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or

special law to the contrary, a regional council of governments or
any organization established by a regional council of governments
for the benefit of two or more entities within said council of gov-
ernments, or a sheriffs department or subdivision thereof, shall be
entitled to purchase goods and services from a vendor located
within the geographic area comprising such regional council of
governments, or in the case of a sheriffs department, the primary
geographic area served by such sheriffs department, even if such
vendor is not under contract with the commonwealth to provide
such goods and services; provided, however, that the costs for any
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451 such goods or services purchased from a local vendor shall not
452 exceed the amount that would be paid for such goods and services
453 if such goods and services were to be purchased from a vendor
454 that is under contract with the commonwealth to provide such
455 goods and services.
456 Section 35. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
457 special law to the contrary, Hampshire county or its successor
458 regional council of government shall be given a grant of $950,000
459 by the commonwealth from the county corrections fund on or
460 before September 15, 1998. Notwithstanding any general or
461 special law to the contrary, the provisions of this act shall super-
-462 sede the written memorandum of understanding between the
463 Hampshire county commissioners and the secretary of administra-
-464 tion signed and by the parties thereto in June, 1998.

1 SECTION 3. Section 11 of chapter 300 of the acts of 1998 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “in Hampshire county
3 are hereby transferred to the commonwealth, effective July 1,
4 1998” and inserting in place thereof the words:— in Hampshire
5 county are hereby transferred to the commonwealth, effective
6 September 1, 1998,

1 SECTION 4. Section 9 of chapter 48 of the Acts of 1997, as
2 most recently amended by section 23 of chapter 300 of the Acts of
3 1996, is hereby amended by inserting in the seventh sentence of
4 the second paragraph, at the end thereof the following: in
5 Hampshire and Berkshire counties, and for the fiscal year begin-
-6 ning two years prior to the transfer date in Essex county.
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