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By Mrs. Murray of Cohasset, petition of Mary Jeanette Murray and

others that funds from the “tobacco settlement”, so-called, be used for
non-profit organizations conducting abstinence education programs.
Health Care.

Clje CommontoEaltf) of fflassacfjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act providing for programs of abstinence from harmful
SUBSTANCES AND BEHAVIORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to
2 the contrary, the monies obtained by the commonwealth by reason
3 of the “tobacco settlement”, so-called, shall be made available to
4 non-profit organizations who conduct abstinence education pro-
-5 grams. For the purposes of this act, abstinence education shall
6 mean an educational motivational program which:

(A) has as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social, psycholog-
-8 ical, and health gains to be realized by abstaining from sexual
9 activity;

10 (B) teaches abstinence from sexual activity outside marriage a
11 the expected standard for all school age children;
12 (C) teaches that abstinence from sexual activity is the only
13 certain way to avoid out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually trans-
-14 mined diseases, and other associated health problems;
15 (D) teaches that a mutually faithful monogamous relationship
16 in context of marriage is the expected standard of human sexual
17 activity;

18 (E) teaches that sexual activity outside of the context of mar-
-19 riage is likely to have harmful psychological and physical effects;
20 (F) teaches that bearing children out-of-wedlock is likely to
21 have harmful consequences for the child, the child’s parents, and
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23 (G) teaches young people how to reject sexual advances
24 and how alcohol and drug use increases vulnerability to sexual
25 advances; and
26 (H) teaches the importance of attaining self-sufficiency before
27 engaging in sexual activity.
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