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the Honorable Senate and House of Repn itat

attached legislative proposal entitled, "An
ilation will strengthen the ability of police

1 am filing for your consideration the
:t to Expand Drug-Free Zones." This legi
id prosecutors to fight drug distribution in ] ;es that should be safe havens

Current law provides enhanced crimi
dated offenses in or near schools, preschoo

penalties for those who commit drug
headstart programs, public parks orhe

aygrounds. This legislation will provide the same tough penalties for those who
immit such drug offenses in or near places of public worship (such as churches,
nagogues, and chapels) or public housing developments. Like those who sell drug

and playgrounds, individuals who sell drugs in the midst of families at
it home deserve condemnation and harsh punishment.

Under this bill, offenses committed in, or within one thousand feet of, a house
iublic worship or a public housing development would be subject to a mandatory

immum two year term of imprisonment, and a state prison sentence of up to fifteen
ars served after the sentence imposed for any underlying drug offense has been
mpleted. A fine of not less than one thousand, and up to ten thousand, dollars cou
imposed as an additional punishment, but it could not be substituted for the

andatory minimum sentence

ion on this important matter'our favor

ipectk
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act to expand drug free zones.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 32J of chapter 94C of the General Laws,
2 as amended by section 146 of chapter 194 of the Acts of 1998, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— Any person
5 who violates the provisions of sections 32, 32A, 328, 32C, 32D,
6 32E, 32F or 321 while in or on, or within 1000 feet of the real
7 property comprising (a) a public or private accredited preschool,
8 accredited headstart facility, elementary, vocational, or secondary
9 school whether or not in session; (b) a place regularly used for

10 public worship, including, but not limited to, a church, a syna-
-11 gogue, or a chapel; or (c) a public housing development that is
12 owned and operated by a housing authority pursuant to chap-
-13 ter 1218 or the United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended,
14 or in or on or within 100 feet of a public park or playground, shall be
15 punished by not less than two and one-half nor more than 15 years
16 in the state prison or by not less than two nor more than two and
17 one-half years in a house of correction.

1 SECTION 2. Said section 32J, as so amended, is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in
3 place thereof the following paragraph:—
4 Lack of knowledge of the boundaries of a school, place of
5 public worship, or public housing development shall not be a
6 defense to any person who violates the provisions of this section.
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