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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative:

1 am filing for your consideration the attached legislation entitled, “An Act
Relative to Deterring Illegal Firearm Transfers.”

Firearms, when used improperly, can be deadly. Children, however, are not
always cognizant of the dangers involved in mishandling a gun. Adults who own or
handle guns therefore bear the responsibility ofkeeping such weapons out of the hands o:
minors. Selling or giving guns to children is the ultimate betrayal of this responsibility.
The best way to deter these crimes is to establish mandatory minimum sentences for
trafficking guns to young people.

Last year’s gun control law created the crime ofillegally transferring firearms to
children, but limited its application to large-capacity weapons. This bill expands the
crime to all firearms. The bill also adds a new provision: if the juvenile who received the
gun subsequently uses the firearm to shoot someone and the transferor knew or should
have known that the juvenile would use the gun in such a crime, the mandatory sentence
increases to ten years.

his bill would go a long way toward helping us keep firearms out of the hand
ihildren. By imposing harsh penalties on violators, this bill can help curb the illegal

Tcking of firearms and make our state’s streets safe aga

urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this proposal

Respectfully suhmilU

/Argco Paul Ccllucci
Goverm
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act relative to deterring illegal firearm transfers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Subsection (a) of section 10F of chapter 269 of
2 the General Laws, as inserted by section 71 of chapter 180 of the
3 Acts of 1998, is hereby amended by striking out in the first sen-
-4 tence the words “large capacity weapon’’ and inserting in place
5 thereof the following word:— weapon,.

1 SECTION 2. Subsection (b) of said section 10F, as so inserted,
2 is hereby amended by striking out in the first sentence the words
3 “a large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device” and
4 inserting in place thereof the following words:— any weapon or
5 large capacity feeding device, both as defined in section 121 of
6 chapter 140,.

1 SECTION 3. Said section 10F, as so inserted, is hereby amended
2 by inserting after subsection (b) the following two new sub-
-3 sections:—
4 (c) Any person who, except as provided by law, knowingly or
5 intentionally distributes, sells, or transfers possession of a weapon,
6 as defined in section 121 of chapter 140, to an individual under 18
7 years of age, and who knows or should have known that such indi-
-8 vidual would use such weapon to shoot another person, shall, if
9 such individual under 18 years of age uses such weapon to shoot

10 another person, be punished by not more than 20 years in state

1 1 prison. No sentence imposed under the provisions of this para-
-12 graph shall be for less than a mandatory minimum term of impris-
-13 onment of 10 years, and a fine of not more than $lO,OOO may be
14 imposed but not in lieu of the mandatory minimum term of
15 imprisonment as established herein. The sentence imposed upon a
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16 person convicted of violating this subsection shall not be reduced
17 to less than 10 years, nor suspended, nor shall any person sen-
-18 tenced under this subsection be eligible for probation, parole,
19 work release, or furlough, or receive any deduction from his sen-
-20 tence for good conduct until he shall have served 10 years of such
21 sentence; provided, however, that the commissioner of corrections
22 may, on the recommendation of the warden, superintendent or
23 other person in charge of a correctional institution or the adminis-
-24 trator of a county correctional institution, grant to such offender a
25 temporary release in the custody of an officer of such institution
26 for the following purposes only: (i) to attend the funeral of a
27 spouse or next of kin; (ii) to visit a critically ill close relative or
28 spouse; or (iii) to obtain emergency medical services unavailable
29 at such institution. Prosecutions commenced under this subsection
30 shall not be place on file or continued without a finding. The pro-
-31 visions of section 87 of chapter 276 relative to the power of the
32 court to place certain offenders on probation shall not apply to any
33 person 17 years of age or over charged with a violation of this
34 subsection.
35 (d) It shall not be a defense to any provision of this section that
36 the defendant did not know the age of the person to whom he dis-

tributed, sold, or transferred possession of a weapon
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