
HOUSE No. 4209
By Mr. Toomey of Cambridge (by request), petition of Francis H.

Duehay (mayor), Alice K. Wolf and others (with the approval of the
city council) relative to the redevelopment of the Mayor Michael J.
Neville Manor Nursing Home on a portion of land adjacent to the
Fresh Pond Reservoir in the city of Cambridge. Local Affairs. [Local
Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act relative to the redevelopment of the mayor michael j.

NEVILLE MANOR NURSING HOME.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The general court desires to permit certain uses
2 of a portion of land adjacent to the Fresh Pond Reservoir in
3 the city of Cambridge consistent with existing uses thereof.
4 By Chapter 225 of the Acts of 1925 the general court, by a two-
-5 thirds vote of each branch, authorized the city of Cambridge to
6 use a portion of the Fresh Pond Reservoir, land originally taken
7 and acquired by the city for water supply purposes, for the site of
8 a City Home, and in 1928, with Cambridge Water Board approval,
9 the City Council transferred the land to be put in use for a

10 City Home, and the site has since 1928 been continuously used for
11 City Home purposes and is currently the site of the Mayor
12 Michael J. Neville Manor Nursing Home.

SECTION 2. The deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is to provide accessible, affordable and
high quality nursing home care and mixed-income assisted living,
for the residents of Cambridge, and surrounding communities;
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary

6 for the immediate preservation of the public convenience
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1 SECTION 3. The following words, as used in this chapter,
2 shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the

3 following meanings;
4 “Assisted Living Facility,” A facility which provides room and
5 board and provides, directly by employees or through arrange-
-6 ments with another organization, assistance with activities of daily
7 living for elderly residents.
8 “City,” the City of Cambridge
9 “City Manager,” the city manager for the city of Cambridge.

10 “Commission,” the Cambridge Public Health Commission.
11 “Corporation,” Neville Communities, Inc,, a not-for-profit
12 corporation incorporated under chapter 180 of the General Laws
13 and selected after public solicitation by the Commission as the
14 owner and operator of the Project, which corporation’s Board of
15 Directors consists, or will consist upon substantial completion of
16 the Project, of representatives of the following agencies:
17 0 Cambridge Housing Authority,
18 • City of Cambridge,
19 • Cambridge Public Health Commission,
20 • City of Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust Fund Board.
21 The Board of Directors will consist of five (5) members with
22 Cambridge Housing Authority having two representatives, the
23 City of Cambridge having one representative, the Cambridge
24 Public Health Commission having one representative, and the
25 Affordable Housing Trust Fund Board with one representative
26 who shall be appointed by the City Manager. The Corporation will
27 at all times be controlled by a public entity or entities. The
28 Corporation includes any entity controlled by the Corporation or
29 any successor entity to the Corporation, and engaged in the activi-
-30 ties in furtherance of the purposes contemplated by this act.
31 “Nursing Home,” a facility currently or prospectively defined
32 as such by the Department of Public Health, or any successor
33 agency, pursuant to chapter 111 of the General Laws.
34 “Project,” the redevelopment of the Mayor Michael J. Neville
35 Manor Nursing Home, located on the Project site, adjacent struc-
-36 tures and the Project site upon which they are situated into a new
37 nursing home and/or mixed-income assisted living facility, and the
38 operation thereof.
39 “Project Site,” the real property transferred by the Cambridge
40 City Council on January 31, 1928 from the Cambridge Water
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41 Board to the Cambridge Board of Public Welfare bounded and
42 described as follows:
43 Beginning at a point in the southeasterly line of Concord
44 Avenue said point being at right angle to a point in the northeast-
-45 erly line of Concord Avenue three hundred fifty-five and eighty-
-46 eight hundredths (355.88) feet southeasterly from the angle in the
47 northeasterly line of Concord Avenue at Smith Place; thence
48 Southwesterly one hundred ten (110) feet, more or less, by a
49 line making an angle of ninety (90) degrees with Concord Avenue,
50 said line being twenty (20) feet distant southeasterly from the
51 easterly corner of the barn of the Water Works buildings; thence
52 Westerly one hundred twenty-three (123) feet by a line to a
53 corner, said line making an angle of one hundred thirty (130)
54 degrees with the line above described as being one hundred ten
55 (110) feet long;thence
56 Southwesterly two hundred sixty-eight (268) feet to the tangent
57 point of a curve by a line, said line making an angle of one hun-
-58 dred twelve (112) degrees with the line above described as being
59 one hundred twenty-three (123) feet long; thence
60 In a general southerly direction one hundred sixteen (116) feet
61 along a curve of one hundred (100) feet radius to its other tangent
62 point, said tangent point being seventy-five (75) feet northeasterly
63 from the northeasterly line of the Pond Drive; thence
64 Southeasterly along a line fifteen (15) feet to the tangent point
65 of a curve, said line being seventy-five (75) feet distant north-
-66 easterly from and parallel to the northeasterly line of the Pond
67 Drive; thence
68 In a general southerly direction one hundred eighty-three (183)
69 feet along a curve of eight hundred feet (800) feet radius to its
70 other tangent point, said curve being seventy-five (75) feet distant
71 easterly and parallel to the easterly line of the Pond Drive; thence
72 Southerly fifty-eight (58) feet to a corner along a line parallel
73 to and seventy-five (75) feet distant easterly from the easterly line
74 of the Pond Drive; thence
75 Southeasterly three hundred (300) feet to a corner, said corner
76 being five hundred seventy-five (575) feet southwesterly from the
77 southwesterly line of Concord Avenue; thence
78 Northeasterly five hundred seventy-five (575) feet to the south
79 westerly line of Concord Avenue, said line being at right angle tc
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80 Concord Avenue and one hundred (100) feet southeasterly from
the southerly wing of the proposed main building; thence

82 Northwesterly along the southwesterly line of Concord Avenue
ix hundred twenty-two (622) feet to the point of beginnin

84 Containing three hundred fifty-nine thousand twenty-eight
85 (359,028) square feet, more or less. All above measurements are
86 given as being more or less.
87 The above described parcel of land is shown upon a plan
88 entitled “HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRM OF THE CITY
89 OF CAMBRIDGE”, drawn by Charles R. Greco, being Plot Plan
90 Number 1 and on file in the office of the City Engineer of
91 Cambridge, Mass.

1 SECTION 4. Notwithstanding any other general or special law
2 to the contrary, the provisions of sections twenty through twenty-
-3 three of chapter 408 of the General Laws relative to a so-called
4 comprehensive permit shall apply to the development of the
5 Project in its entirety, thereby permitting a single unified applica-
-6 tion for any necessary permits, approvals (with the exception of
7 Water Board approval as it may apply to this Project) and zoning
8 relief to the zoning board of appeals of the city.

1 SECTION 5. Notwithstanding any other general or special law
2 to the contrary, the following uses of the Project site shall be per-
-3 mitted under the laws of the city and the commonwealth: Nursing
4 Home, Assisted Living Facility, local water board or other munic-
-5 ipal use related to the care and maintenance of Fresh Pond, and all
6 other uses specifically related thereto.

1 SECTION 6. The total square footage of building footprint for
2 all buildings on the Project Site shall not exceed 51,034 square
3 feet, and the total usable floor area in said buildings shall not
4 exceed 150,000 square feet. Upon final design of the Project all
5 specific portions of the Project Site not required for the Project
6 shall be identified by metes and bounds and the Corporation, the
7 Commission and the City shall take all necessary steps to return
8 full control and ownership of said portions to the City, and the
9 City shall take all necessary steps to dedicate said portions for

10 water supply purposes and return them to the care and supervision
11 of the Cambridge Water Board.
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1 SECTION 7. The corporation shall be subject to the sar
2 general or special laws that apply to the Commission, pursuant
3 section twelve of chapter 147 of the acts of 1996 as existing on
4 this date, regulating the procurement of services, supplies and

materials, and methods for procuring design and construction
services, relative to the development or the ongoing operation of
the Project

1 SECTION 8. The provisions of services to the corporation, or
2 actions taken on behalf of the corporation, or actions in relation to
3 transactions between the corporation and other public entities rep-
-4 resented on the board of directors of the corporation, by any indi-
-5 vidual otherwise subject to chapter 268 A of the General Laws,
6 shall not be deemed to violate the provisions of sections seven-
-7 teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty and twenty-three of chapter 268A
8 of the General Laws.
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