
HOUSE No. 4230
By Mr. DiMasi of Boston, petition of Salvatore F. DiMasi, Stephen F.

Lynch and Kevin G. Flonan (with the approval of the mayor and city
council) that the city of Boston be authorized to establish a
Washington Street business improvement district. Local Affairs.
[Local Approval Received.]

®f)e Commontofaltt) of iflassacftufietts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine,

An Act authorizing the creation of a Washington street business
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any other general or special law
2 to the contrary, including without limitation the provisions of
3 chapter forty O of the General Laws, it is hereby found and
4 declared (a) that the economic growth and activity of the
5 Washington street corridor and surrounding areas of the central
6 business district of the city of Boston are critical to attracting and
7 retaining businesses, investments, institutions, residents and
8 tourists in and to these areas of the city of Boston, which create a
9 unique need for services, programs and improvements supple-

-10 mental to those provided by the city of Boston; (b) that supple-
-11 menting traditional sources of public funding and regulatory
12 process in the exercise of the police power will benefit the
13 Washington street corridor and surrounding areas of the central
14 business district of the city of Boston; (c) that the unique needs of
15 the Washington street corridor and surrounding areas of the cen-
-16 tral business district of the city of Boston are best addressed by
17 the rights and powers of a business improvement district orga-
-18 nized pursuant to the provisions of this act; (d) that the rights and
19 powers of a business improvement district organized pursuant to
20 the provisions of chapter forty O of the General Laws are not ade-
-21 quate or effective to address the unique needs of the Washington
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22 street corridor and surrounding areas of the central business dis-
-23 trict of the city of Boston; and (e) that a Washington street busi-
-24 ness improvement district, organized pursuant to the provisions of
25 this act and serving a special limited public purpose of promoting
26 and improving economic activity and the attractiveness, cleanli-
-27 ness and safety of these areas of the city of Boston, financed by
28 special assessments paid by owners of real property benefited by
29 those services, programs and improvements, can adequately meet
30 the unique needs of the Washington street corridor and
31 surrounding areas of the central business district of the city of
32 Boston.
33 It is further found that the organization of a Washington street
34 business improvement district, the delegation of certain manage-
-35 ment, maintenance and revitalization functions to that business
36 improvement district subject to the provisions of act, and the
37 assessment and collection of reasonable and proportional special
38 assessments and the expenditure of these and other funds to sup-
-39 port the initiatives of that business improvement district, furthers
40 important public purposes, concerns the public welfare and is in
41 the public interest.

1 SECTION 2, As used in this act, the following words and terms
2 shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indi-
-3 cates another or different meaning or intent:—
4 (a) “BID”, the Washington street business improvement
5 district formed pursuant to this act.
6 (b) “BID Corporation”, the corporation described in the
7 improvement plan and formed to initiate, facilitate, operate and
8 manage the BID.
9 (c) “City”, the city of Boston,

10 (d) “City assessor”, the assessor of the city.
11 (e) “City clerk”, the clerk of the city.
12 (f) “City council”, the city council of the city
13 (g) “Collector-treasurer”, the collector-treasurer of the city.
14 (h) “District”, the area of land and improvements thereon
15 located in the city and bounded approximately as follows:—
16 Beginning on the southerly corner of the intersection of School
17 street and Tremont street, then south on Tremont street to
18 Boylston street, then west on Boylston street to Boylston place,
19 then south partially on Boylston place and then in a straight line to
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20 Stuart street, then east on Stuart street to Tremont street, then
21 south on Tremont street to an alley running between Tremont
22 street and Washington street, then east along said alley to
23 Washington street, then north on Washington street to Essex
24 street, then east on Essex street to Kingston street, then north on
25 Kingston street to Summer street, then east on Summer street to
26 Devonshire street, then north on Devonshire street to Court street,
27 then west on Court street to Court square, then south partially on
28 Court square and then in a straight line to School street, and west
29 on School street to Tremont street, as depicted in the improvement
30 plan and as expanded from time to time.
31 (i) “Fiscal year”, the fiscal year of the BID corporation, or any
32 partial fiscal year.
33 (j) “Improvement plan”, the strategic plan for the BID, to be
34 submitted to and approved by the city council prior to the vote
35 taken by those owners authorized to establish the BID formed pur-
-36 suant to this act, which sets forth the revitalization strategy for the
37 district; the anticipated services, programs and improvements; and
38 a proposed budget and special assessment formula for the BID,
39 among other provisions, as amended by the BID corporation and
40 approved by the city council from time to time.
41 (k) “Member”, an owner who participates in the BID as a
42 member of the BID corporation in good standing by the payment
43 of special assessments.
44 (1) “Owner”, the record owner of a parcel, subparcel or unit
45 who either is required to make special assessment payments under
46 this act or who agrees in writing with the BID corporation to make
47 payments in lieu of special assessments, but not including the city
48 or any governmental organization or authority of the city or the
49 commonwealth.
50 (m) “Parcel”, any contiguous defined area of real property
51 under common ownership located within, partially within, or
52 immediately adjacent to but otherwise outside of a boundary of
53 the district, but not a subparcel or a unit unless the context clearly
54 requires otherwise.
55 (n) “Special assessment”, an annual charge or portion thereof
56 imposed by the BID corporation on each parcel, subparcel or unit.
57 (o) “Subparcel”, a defined interest in or portion of a parcel
58 which is subject to separate assessment and taxation under chapter
59 fifty-nine of the General Laws, but not a unit.
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60 (p) “Supplemental city services”, those services and improve-
-61 ments,in addition to basic city services, provided by the city in
62 the district pursuant to the cooperation agreement.
63 (q) “Taxable parcels and units”, those parcels, subparcels and
64 units subject to the assessment and collection of real estate taxes
65 or similar government charges.
66 (r) “Unit”, a unit in a condominium created pursuant to
67 the provisions of chapter one hundred eighty-three A of the
68 General Laws.

1 SECTION 3. The owners are authorized to establish the BID
2 for the purpose of implementing the improvement plan for the dis-
-3 trict, subject to the terms of this act, the improvement plan, and
4 the cooperation agreement. The BID corporation shall have all the
5 rights and powers provided under this act, those rights and powers
6 of corporations organized under chapter one hundred eighty of the
7 General Laws, and all other rights and powers necessary or conve-
-8 nient to carry out the goals, objectives and activities of the BID.
9 The BID shall be established upon the filing of a petition with

10 the city clerk which has been approved by those owners repre-
-11 senting at least fifty-one percent of the assessed valuation of all
12 the taxable parcels and units comprising the proposed district, and
13 by seventy-five percent or more of the total number of owners of
14 the parcels, subparcels and units comprising the proposed district
15 who have approved or disapproved the petition during a sixty-day
16 petition period; provided, however, that the BID shall not be so
17 established if on or before the date of such filing a petition
18 opposing the organization of the district, approved by those
19 owners representing more than twenty-five per cent of the total
20 number of owners of the parcels, subparcels and units comprising
21 the proposed district who have approved or disapproved the peti-
-22 tion during such petition period, is filed with the city clerk. The
23 BID corporation shall give notice of such sixty-day petition period
24 by mailing a notice to each owner of a parcel, subparcel or unit
25 comprising the proposed district at the address of such owner in
26 the records of the city assessor at least thirty days prior to the
27 commencement of such petition period, and by publication of a
28 notice of such petition period in at least one newspaper having
29 general circulation within the proposed district at least fourteen
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30 days prior to the commencement of such petition period. Such
31 notice shall specify at a minimum the proposed district bound-
-32 aries, the proposed special assessment formula, a summary of the
33 scope of the improvement plan, the process for approving or dis-
-34 approving the proposed petition, the dates of the petition period,
35 and where additional information concerning the BID may be
36 obtained; provided, however, that the form of notice to be pub-
-37 lished in the newspaper may be a reasonable summary thereof.
38 Such notice shall also contain the standard form prepared by the
39 BID on which the owners may record their approval or disap-
-40 proval of the petition. The sixty-day petition period may be
41 extended by the BID corporation upon the mailing of a notice for
42 such purposes to each owner of a parcel, subparcel or unit com-
-43 prising the proposed district and by publication of a notice in at
44 least one newspaper having general circulation within the pro-
-45 posed district. Following the petition period and if the petition is
46 approved, the BID corporation shall mail a notice of the organiza-
-47 tion of the BID to each owner within thirty days after the date of
48 the filing of such petition with the city clerk. A copy of the peti-
-49 tion establishing the BID shall be filed by the BID corporation
50 with the director of the Massachusetts department of housing and
51 community development within thirty days after the date of filing
52 with the city clerk. For the purposes of this act, approvals and dis-
-53 approvals of any petition other than a petition made pursuant to
54 section nine of this act shall be recorded on standard forms pre-
-55 pared by the BID corporation for such purposes.
56 The BID corporation may rely on the records of the city
57 assessor and any other reasonable public records to identify all
58 parcels, subparcels and units, and owners thereof, for the purposes
59 of establishing the requirements for each petition and for any
60 notice made under this act. Parcels, subparcels and units exempt
61 from the payment of special assessments by the terms of this act
62 shall not be counted for the purposes of establishing the require -

63 ments for any petition made under this act.

1 SECTION 4. The boundaries of the district may be expanded
2 upon (a) the filing of a petition with the city clerk which has been
3 approved by those owners representing at least fifty-one per cent
4 of the assessed valuation of all the taxable parcels and units
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5 comprising the new area proposed to be included in the district,
6 and by seventy-five per cent or more of the total number of
7 owners of parcels, subparcels and units comprising the new area
8 who have approved or disapproved the petition during the sixty-
-9 day petition period; provided, however, that the district shall not

10 be expanded if on or before the date of such filing a petition
11 opposing the expansion of the district into that new area, approved
12 by those owners representing at least twenty percent of the
13 assessed valuation of all taxable parcels and units comprising the
14 new area proposed to be included in the district and by at least
15 twenty-five per cent of the total number of owners of the parcels,
16 subparcels and units comprising the new area proposed to be
17 included in the district who have approved or disapproved the
18 petition during such petition period, is filed with the city clerk;
19 and (b) the approval by the city council of such an expansion of
20 the district after a public hearing. The BID corporation shall
21 notify owners of such petition period for such purposes as
22 described in section three of this act.
23 Upon receiving a petition to expand the district, the BID
24 Corporation shall give notice of such proposed expansion by
25 mailing notices to each owner of the parcels, subparcels and units
26 comprising the new area proposed to be included in the district
27 and by publication of a notice in at least one newspaper having
28 general circulation within the new area proposed to be included in
29 the district, specifying the proposed district expansion to be con-
-30 sidered and the time and place of not less than one Boston City
31 Council hearing to be held pursuant to Council rules. Such notices
32 shall be mailed and published at least thirty days prior to the date
33 of such hearing.
34 The city council may, within thirty days of the public hearing,
35 declare the district expansion approved or disapproved. If
36 approved, such expansion shall be effective upon the date of such
37 approval. Notice of the expansion of the BID shall be mailed to
38 each owner of the parcels, subparcels and units comprising the
39 new area proposed to be included in the district within thirty days
40 of the date of approval by the city council.

1 SECTION 5. The BID corporation shall prepare annually and
2 deliver to the city clerk within sixty days of the end of each fiscal
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3 year a report describing the activities of the BID during the itnme-
-4 diately preceding fiscal year and the anticipated activities during
5 the then current fiscal year, along with the estimated budget for
6 the BID for the then current fiscal year.

1 SECTION 6. The BID corporation shall manage the affairs of
2 the BID and the implementation of the improvement plan for the
3 benefit of the members subject to the provisions of this act, the
4 improvement plan and the cooperation agreement.
5 The BID corporation shall be managed by a board consisting of
6 no less than eleven directors. The majority of the directors shall
7 be members. At least one director each shall represent the inter-
-8 ests of the following ownership, use or management interests:
9 large commercial property, small commercial property, hotel,

10 commercial tenant, large retail, small retail, tax-exempt non-
-11 profit, community-based organization and resident. Of the original
12 directors elected, approximately one-third shall be elected for a
13 term of one year, approximately one-third shall be elected for a
14 term of two years, and the balance of the directors elected shall be
15 elected for a term of three years. All terms of directors thereafter
16 shall be for three years.

17 Each member shall be entitled to vote on the election of direc-
-18 tors of the BID corporation, and to vote on all other matters sub-
-19 ject to the approval of the members as provided in this act, the
20 improvement plan, and the articles of organization and bylaws of
21 the BID corporation, from and after the organization of the BID,
22 Each member may designate a natural person to vote by proxy on
23 all matters for that member by filing a statement of designation
24 with the BID corporation. Any designation shall remain in effect
25 until withdrawn by that member or until a new designation is
26 made by the filing of a substitute statement by that member. Each
27 member shall have the right to cast a single vote for each parcel,
28 subparcel and unit owned by that member.
29 The implementation of the improvement plan and the other
30 activities of the BID corporation shall be supported through
31 special assessments collected by the collector-treasurer on behalf
32 of the BID pursuant to section seven. The BID corporation hereby
33 is authorized to receive and expend all special assessments,
34 grants, donations, contributions, contractual or voluntary pay-
-35 ments or gifts made to the BID for such purposes.



[April8 HOUSE No. 4230

36 It is hereby intended that the city of Boston and the BID corpo-
-37 ration may from time to time enter into one or more cooperation
38 agreements, which shall define the basic city services and base
39 level of city services to be provided by the city in the district from
40 and after the creation of the BID corporation; the assessment and
41 collection of special assessments by the city; and other areas of
42 cooperation among the parties.

1 SECTION 7. The city assessor and collector-treasurer are
2 authorized to assess and collect the special assessments pursuant
3 to the provisions of this act and other requirements of law applic-
-4 able to the assessment and collection of special assessments. The
5 BID corporation hereby is authorized to establish, receive and
6 expend special assessments for the purposes described in the
7 improvement plan without further appropriation, notwithstanding
8 the provisions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-four of the
9 General Laws. Amounts collected by the collector-treasurer for

10 such purposes shall not constitute general fund revenues of the
11 city. Special assessments shall not constitute taxes for the pur-

-12 poses of any limit established by section twenty-one C of chapter
13 fifty-nine of the General Laws, as amended. In the event that
14 special assessments collected under this act are declared to consti-
-15 tute taxes, the city of Boston shall no longer be obligated here-
-16 under relative to the special assessment.
17 The special assessment for each parcel shall represent the pro-
-18 portional value of the benefit of the services and improvements
19 provided in the district by or on behalf of the BID corporation
20 attributable to that parcel, provided that special assessments shall
21 not exceed the value of the benefit of those services and improve-
-22 ment, and provided further that the aggregate amount of special
23 assessments established and collected in any one fiscal year shall
24 not exceed one-half of one per cent of the sum of the assessed
25 valuation of the taxable parcels and units in the district.
26 The BID corporation shall determine special assessments for all
27 parcels as follows. The BID corporation shall identify the serv-
-28 ices, programs and improvements provided or to be provided and
29 the budgeted costs thereof. Using information available from the
30 records of the city and other data as necessary or desirable, the

BID corporation shall identify the square foot area of each parcel
and the aggregate gross floor areas of all structures located on
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33 each parcel. The BID corporation shall allocate seventy-five per
34 cent of such costs to the aggregate square foot areas of all parcels
35 in the district and twenty-five per cent of such costs to the aggre-
-36 gate gross floor area of all structures located in the district.
37 The special assessment for each parcel shall be determined based
38 on such allocation using the square foot area of each parcel and
39 the aggregate gross floor areas of all structures located on such
40 parcel. In no event shall the special assessment for any parcel
41 located within or partially within the district exceed an amount
42 equal to the sum of (a) the product of the square foot area of the
43 parcel and sixty-six cents, and (b) the product of the aggregate
44 gross floor areas of all structures located on the parcel and four
45 cents; provided, however, that the special assessment for each
46 parcel located immediately adjacent to but otherwise outside of a
47 boundary of the district shall not exceed an amount equal to the
48 product of (y) the special assessment for that parcel calculated as
49 if the parcel was located within the district, and (z) the percentage
50 of the total perimeter of that parcel located immediately adjacent
51 to a boundary of the district. Owners of parcels located immedi-
-52 ately adjacent to but otherwise outside a boundary of the district
53 shall have the same rights and obligations provided under this act
54 as apply to owners of parcels located within or partially within the
55 district.
56 The special assessment for a parcel subject to the provisions of
57 chapter one hundred eighty-three A of the General Laws shall be
58 assessed to each unit in an amount equal to the percentage, set
59 forth in the master deed on record, of the undivided interest of
60 each unit in the common areas and facilities of the condominium,
61 or as otherwise provided in the master deed. The special assess-
-62 ment for a parcel containing one or more subparcels shall be
63 assessed to each such subparcel on an equitable pro rata basis.
64 Each parcel, subparcel or unit shall be subject to the payment of
65 special assessments except to the extent such parcel, subparcel or
66 unit (i) is exempt from taxation pursuant to section five of chapter
67 fifty-nine of the General Laws, or (ii) is used and classified as
68 class one, residential real property by the city assessor pursuant to
69 chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws.
70 Each parcel, subparcel or unit owned by a corporation orga
71 nized pursuant to the provisions of chapter one hundred twenty

one A of the General Laws, as amended, and chapter six hundred
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73 fifty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty, as amended,
74 shall be subject to the payment of special assessments for the pur-
-75 poses of this act only notwithstanding the provisions of sections
76 six A and ten of said chapter one hundred twenty-one A. The cor-
-77 poration hereby is authorized to execute agreements with the
78 owners of parcels, subparcels or units exempt from the payment of
79 special assessments providing for payments in lieu of special
80 assessments. Any payment in lieu of a special assessment shall be
81 deemed to be a payment of a special assessment for the purposes
82 of this act.
83 The BID corporation shall use the special assessments and any
84 other funds disbursed by the city to the BID solely in accordance
85 with and for the purposes permitted by this act, the improvement
86 plan and the cooperation agreement.

1 SECTION 8. The BID corporation shall determine the amount
2 of the special assessment for each fiscal year or portion thereof as
3 of the first day of January preceding such fiscal year (or such
4 other date as the city assessor may determine pursuant to chapter
5 fifty-nine of the General Laws) and certify the same in a list to the
6 city assessor. The BID corporation shall be solely responsible for
7 the determination of the amount of the special assessments.
8 Special assessments shall be assessed and collected in quarterly
9 installments as provided herein. The collector-treasurer is autho-

-10 rized to add each quarterly installment of a special assessment
11 determined and certified by the BID corporation on separate
12 special assessment invoices, for each such quarterly installment of
13 a special assessment.
14 Each owner of a parcel, subparcel or unit shall remit the install-
-15 ment of special assessment then due in accordance with the
16 requirements of law for special assessments and similar charges.
17 The collector-treasurer is authorized to collect such installments
18 of special assessments on behalf of the BID in accordance with
19 the provisions of section fifty-seven C of chapter fifty-nine, as
20 amended, applicable to the collection of special assessments.
21 Installments of special assessments under this act not timely paid
22 in accordance with the requirements of law shall be subject to the
23 payment of interest as provided in section fifty-seven Cof chapter
24 fifty-nine, as amended. Special assessments shall be established
25 and collected for any partial fiscal year on a pro rata basis.



1999] 11HOUSE No. 4230

26 The collector-treasurer shall hold all special assessments and
27 any interest paid thereon in an account segregated from all other
28 accounts maintained by the city until paid over to the BID corpo-
-29 ration. Not later than thirty days after the date by which each
30 quarterly installment of the special assessment is due, the col-
-31 lector-treasurer shall pay over to the BID corporation the amount
32 equal to the aggregate of all quarterly installments of special
33 assessments collected and any interest or other charges paid
34 thereon for such immediately preceding quarterly period. Upon
35 each such payment of quarterly installments of special assess-
-36 ments to the BID corporation, the collector-treasurer shall certify
37 to the BID corporation as to (a) the amount of each installment of
38 the special assessment collected for each parcel, along with any
39 interest paid on delinquent payments, for that period, (b) the
40 installments of special assessments then invoiced and outstanding
41 or delinquent, and (c) the status of any other information con-
-42 cerning the special assessments reasonably requested by the BID
43 corporation. The BID corporation may request the collector-
-44 treasurer to satisfactorily account for any special assessments
45 received.
46 The collector-treasurer shall be reimbursed by the BID corpora-
-47 tion for the costs of the assessment and collection of special
48 assessments. Such costs shall be paid on a quarterly basis and, if
49 not paid within thirty days after receipt of an invoice therefor by
50 the BID, may be offset against special assessments collected by
51 the collector-treasurer.
52 The collector-treasurer hereby is authorized to pay over to the
53 BID corporation all amounts provided for in this section without
54 further appropriation notwithstanding the provisions of section
55 fifty-three of chapter forty-four of the General Laws.
56 Within one hundred twenty days after the end of each fiscal
57 year, the BID corporation shall furnish to the city clerk certified
58 annual financial statements setting forth the amount of revenues
59 received and the amount of operating expenses paid for the imme-
-60 diately preceding fiscal year.

1 SECTION 9. Special assessments, and all interest and other
2 charges thereon, shall constitute a lien upon all parcels, subparcels
3 and units upon the date due and shall be continued and enforced in
4 the manner provided in section thirty-seven of chapter sixty of the
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5 General Laws; shall appear on any certificate provided under
6 section 23 of chapter 60 of the General Laws; and shall have pri-
-7 ority over all other liens other than those imposed by govern-
-8 mental authority. A lien under this section shall be enforced by the
9 city in the same manner as liens arising under said section thirty-

10 seven of chapter sixty of the General Laws
11 The BID corporation hereby is authorized to hear any petition
12 for the adjustment of a special assessment made by an owner. Any
13 owner of a parcel, subparcel or unit upon which a special assess-
-14 ment has been made may, within thirty days of such notice of the
15 first quarterly installment of such special assessment, pay such
16 installment and file with the BID corporation a petition to adjust
17 such special assessment. The BID corporation shall grant such
18 petition for adjustment in the event such special assessment was
19 determined incorrectly by the BID corporation or where the
20 parcel, subparcel or unit is determined not to be subject to the
21 payment of special assessments pursuant to section seven of this
22 act. Such petition may be filed in person with the BID corporation
23 or delivered by certified mail to the offices of the BID corpora-
-24 tion, return receipt requested. The BID corporation shall within
25 ten days after its decision upon the petition give written notice
26 thereof to the petitioner and to the collector-treasurer. If the
27 special assessment is adjusted by the BID corporation the special
28 assessment so determined shall stand as the special assessment
29 upon the parcel, subparcel or unit, and the owner by whom it was
30 paid shall receive a credit towards the next quarterly installment
31 due in an amount equal to the difference between the original
32 special assessment and the special assessment as adjusted, or if no
33 next quarterly installment is due, shall receive a refund of such
34 amount, with interest at the rate of six per cent per annum from
35 the time of payment.
36 An owner aggrieved by the refusal of the BID corporation to
37 adjust a special assessment in whole or part may appeal within
38 thirty days after notice of its decision by filing a petition for the
39 adjustment of such special assessment in the superior court for
40 Suffolk County, which court shall have exclusive jurisdiction
41 thereof.

1 SECTION 10. The BID shall terminate on the date which is
2 five years following the date a petition is filed with the city clerk
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3 by the owners pursuant to section three, unless reauthorized by the
4 filing of a new petition approved by the owners, with the approval
5 of the city council, complying with the provisions for approval by
6 owners and the city council described in section four of the act on
7 such terms as provided in the petition. In the event the BID is ter-
-8 minated under the provisions of this section or section seven of
9 this act, the BID corporation shall continue its operations only for

10 so long as is reasonably necessary to conclude its operations, and
11 to satisfy in full all of its outstanding indebtedness and other
12 obligations and liabilities. All remaining special assessments paid
13 and not needed to satisfy such indebtedness, other obligations and
14 liabilities, and reserves established for uncertain obligations and
15 liabilities, shall be refunded to the owners in accordance with the
16 proportionate share of special assessments paid by each parcel,
17 subparcel or unit for the immediately preceding quarterly period.

1 SECTION 11. Neither the BID nor the BID corporation shall be
2 deemed a public instrumentality or an agent of the commonwealth

3 or the city. Without limitation, the provisions of sections thirty-
-4 eight A and one-half to thirty-eight O, inclusive, of chapter seven
5 of the General Laws, the provisions of sections forty-four A
6 through forty-four M, inclusive, of chapter one hundred forty-nine
7 of the General Laws, the provisions of section thirty-nine M
8 of chapter thirty of the General Laws, the provisions of chapter
9 thirty B of the General Laws, the provisions of section fifty-three

10 of chapter forty-four of the Genera! Laws, and the provisions of
11 chapter two hundred sixty-eight A shall not apply to the transac-
-12 tions authorized by this act, the activities of the BID corporation
13 or the use of its funds for any authorized purpose from whatever
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25 The provisions of this act shall be deemed to provide an exclu-
-26 sive, additional, alternative and complete method of accom-
-27 plishing the actions authorized hereby and shall be deemed and
28 construed to be supplemental and additional to, and not in deroga-
-29 tion of powers conferred by law; provided, however, that insofar
30 as the provisions of this act are inconsistent with the provisions of
31 any general or special law, administrative order or regulation or
32 any limitation imposed by a corporate or municipal charter, the
33 provisions of this act shall be controlling.
34 This act, being necessary for the welfare of the commonwealth,
35 the city and its inhabitants, shall be liberally construed to effect
36 the purposes hereof. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
37 The provisions of this act are severable, and if any provision,
38 sentence, clause, section or part is held illegal, invalid, unconstitu-
-39 tiona! or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, such ille-
-40 gality, invalidity, unconstitutionality or inapplicability shall not
41 affect or impair any other remaining provisions, sentences,
42 clauses, sections or parts of the act or their application to any
43 other person or circumstance.
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